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G77NEWSLETTER 

CHAIR’S 
MESSAGE 

 
Dear colleagues, be kindly 
welcome to this new me-
dium in Arabic, English, 
French, and Spanish. This 
is another contribution of 
the G77 Trust Fund to 
facilitate communication 
among   delegates from all 
FAO Member States. The 
design and editing is the 
responsibility of Emilio 
Colonnelli, seconded from 
the Dominican Mission to, 
and assisted by, the team 
of G77 Consultants. We 
thank the initial contribu-
tions and invite all to play 
a part by submitting ideas 
for future editions. 
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NEW FAO AMBASSADORS 
 

On the occasion of the World Food Day festivities, 
Director-General Dr Jacques Diouf nominated five 
new FAO Ambassadors 
 

In a formal ceremony on Friday 16 October, the 
First Lady of the Dominican Republic Margarita 
Cedeño de Fernández received the title of FAO 
Extraordinary Ambassador. With this nomination, Dr 
Jacques Diouf recognizes the work being done by Mrs 
Cedeño de Fernández in promoting the empowerment 
of women, the defence of children, and the coordina-
tion of policies for social development, especially in 
the rural areas. 
 Venezuelan Ambassador Gladys Urbaneja, Chair of 
GRULAC, organized a reception for the First Lady. 
Members of the Regional Group took advantage of the 
event to converse with the new FAO Extraordinary 
Ambassador. 

 The American athlete and nine-time Olympic 
champion Carl Lewis, the renowned French de-
signer Pierre Cardin, and the famous singers 
Fanny Lu, of Colombia, and Anggun, of Indonesia, 
received nominations as FAO Goodwill Ambassadors. 
The new Ambassadors reaffirmed their commitment 
to promote FAO’s global objectives, especially the 
fight against hunger and malnutrition. 
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REFORM OF THE COMMITTEE ON WORLD FOOD SECURITY 
By María del Carmen Squeff 

 
We must understand each other. 
I talk of something certain and of 
something possible. A certainty is 
that all should eat and live with 
dignity, and a possibility is to 
know that some day we will 
know many things we now 
ignore. Then, this must change.  

Raúl González Tuñón 
“The Moon with a Trigger” (1965) 

 
In these times, while 

working towards the eradi-
cation of hunger, González 
Tuñón’s words are essential. 
The reform process of the 
Committee on Food Se-
curity (CFS) is necessary 
not only because it was 
created in the 1974 but also 
because it is a universal 
forum in which all actors 
involved should work to-
gether on the issue: Mem-
ber States, international 
organizations, and the civil 
society, each within their 
competences and responsi-
bilities. 

The CFS Reform docu-
ment, approved by acclama-
tion on Saturday 17 Octo-
ber, is the result of every-
one’s hard work. That said, 
we must remember where 
we started and where we are 
today. CFS reform has taken 
place in a participatory 
process with broad in-
volvement from countries, 
from other UN agencies, 
from research institutions, 
and from the civil society. 
The Contact Group met on 
six occasions and, as well as 
in the Bureau, we engaged 
in a forthright and open 
dialogue, sometimes even 
passionate. 

The proposal includes 
four fundamental elements: 
the governance of World 
Food Security; the objec-

tives, function, and struc-
ture of the renewed CFS; 
the work ahead at national, 
regional, and global level; 
and the Panel of Experts.  

During a first stage, the 
CFS will address: coordina-
tion at a global level; the 
convergence of policies, and 
the support and guidance to 
countries. In the next phase, 
CFS will gradually promote 
coordination functions at 
the national and regional 
level; will adopt a global 
strategy; and will begin 
monitoring achieved re-
sults. 

 The new CFS will es-
tablish substantive linkages 
that are operational and 

dynamic, with all actors in 
the field. As a crucial ele-
ment of the new system, it is 
essential to promote greater 
participation and wider 
cooperation among the 
three Rome-based agencies, 
as well as with the UN enti-
ties that are involved in the 
fight against hunger. An-
swers to these enormous 
challenges cannot possibly 
come from any single actor. 

In this context, we fulfil-
led the maximum aspira-
tion: conclude the 35th CFS 
with a consensus on the 
Committee’s Reform docu-
ment. 

 
[Continues in page 3]
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[From page 2] 

 
The circumstances we face in this realm 

are so complex that the most diverse actors 
can provide knowledge and action. 

Part of the solution to the problem of 
food insecurity is in our hands. Let us unite 
our efforts so that we can contribute to the 
respect and the realization of one of human 
kind’s basic right: the right to food. 
______________________________ 
Marilita Squeff, Counsellor of the Mission 
of Argentina to FAO, led the CFS reform 
process as Committee Chair, as well as 
Chair of the Bureau and facilitator of the 
Contact Group. The tragic-comic sketch is 
by Argentine cartoonist Quino. 
 

«THERE IS ALWAYS A WIN-WIN SOLUTION» 
INTERVIEW WITH PROFESSOR MOHAMMED SAEID NOORI-NAEINI 

By Emilio Colonnelli 
 

What motivated you to walk down the road 
you are now in?  
 
I have dedicated my professional life to two 
major issues, Education and advocacy for 
small agricultural producers. My PhD disser-
tation, an Economic Analysis of Traditional 
Agriculture, was published by Cornell Univer-
sity. I am proud of having dedicated myself 
fully to issues relating to Agriculture and 
other aspects of FAO’s mandate. 
 
Which accomplishment you recall from your 
tenure as G77 Chair? 
 
The successful conclusion of the negotiations 
on the Declaration of the World Food Sum-
mit, at five o’clock in the morning, after more 
than a year of negotiations. 
 
What learning would you share with us? 
 
Many of our differences stem from our mis-
understandings. If we listen to each other 
carefully and with good will, there are always 
ways of finding common ground. There is 
always a win-win solution to most of our 
problems. 
 

 
 
Of which accomplishment as Chair of Council 
are you most proud? 
 
The establishment of the Friends of the Chair 
which led to the formation of the Committee 
of the Conference for Follow up to the IEE 
and, finally, the successful completion of the 
FAO renewal process. 
 
What is the main challenge in FAO’s renewal 
process? 
 
The Membership used to refer to a divide, 
which you might call an OECD-G77 divide.  
After talking to each other for days and weeks 
and months, we all realized that there is no 
such divide. As a matter of fact, there has 
been no real divide. Now, thanks to the re-
form process, we talk to each other with soli-
darity and with a common purpose.  How-
ever, this new plant is still very fragile and it 
needs care and attention from all of us, as 
well as from each one of us. 
 
What is needed to eradicate hunger? 
 
I believe that there are four requirements: 
political will by all leaders of the world; the 
creation of a conducive policy environment at 
international, national, and sectoral levels; 
the establishment of an investment fund to 
activate the sustainable potential of develop-
ing countries; and a simple, transparent re-
sults-based accountability and monitoring 
system. 
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«A TOUGH, EFFECTIVE NEGOTIATOR» 
FAREWELL SPEECH IN HONOUR OF DR LAMYA AL-SAQQAF 

By Mario Arvelo 
 

The Group of 77 has a 
long-standing tradition: 
that when a former Chair 
comes to the conclusion of 
their tenure in Rome we 
gather to praise their hard 
work and to celebrate our 
friendship. 

Today we meet to honour 
Dr Lamya Al-Saqqaf, Per-
manent Representative of 
Kuwait to the United 
Nations in Rome and Chair 
of the G77 for 2007. 

We all know Lamya. As 
her country’s Representa-
tive to FAO, IFAD, and 
WFP, she has served with 
commitment and distinc-
tion, earning the respect 
and the recognition of both 
her colleagues and UN staff 
alike. 

As Chair, and current 
Vice-Chair, of the Near East 
Regional Group, she has 
been at the forefront of 
intense negotiations in all 
three agencies. All of us who 
have worked alongside her 
will verify that she is rightly 
recognized as one of the 
toughest, most effective 
negotiators these corridors 
and meeting rooms have 
ever seen. 

As List Coordinator at 
the World Food Programme 
and as an active participant 

in the International Fund 
for Agricultural Develop-
ment, she built enduring 
bridges. Both institutions 
owe her a great deal. 

As G77 Chair, she exer-
cised effective leadership in 
the defence and promotion 
of developing country inter-
ests and, indeed, for the 
benefit of all Member 
States. 

 

 
 
More recently, she has 

co-Chaired Working Group 
II of the Conference Com-
mittee on FAO reform and 
renewal. She advanced the 
work on governance with 
skill and vision. 

Her lasting legacy will be 
the G77 Trust Fund, 
launched during her tenure 
as G77 Chair. She raised the 
initial financial contribu-

tions thanks to her prestige 
and influence. She brought 
significant positive changes 
to the way we work, long 
before the notion of culture 
change came to FAO. 

The G77 Trust Fund is 
institution-building at its 
finest: a constant stream of 
young graduates, full of 
passion and fresh ideas, 
devoted to the causes of 
internationalism and multi-
lateralism. 

This is a dream Lamya 
had, and she turned it into a 
thriving reality. That’s why 
whenever I have the chance, 
and today it is more appro-
priate than ever, I recall 
how she came up with this 
beautiful idea, and how she 
made it happen. 

I have been fortunate to 
work with her and to learn 
from her. Now that she 
moves on, Lamya Al-Saqqaf 
leaves behind FAO, IFAD, 
WFP, and indeed the G77, 
stronger and better than 
when she arrived. 

So, I say, for all of us, 
thank you Lamya. 
___________________ 
Speech given on 30 Sep-
tember 2009 in the Indo-
nesia Room.
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We are pleased to announce that in our next 
volume, which will circulate during the Gen-
eral Conference, we will dedicate our inter-
view to the African Group and the in-depth 

page to the Asian Group. 


