
 

As of 19 January am, the total number of fa-
talities since the beginning of the attacks on 
Gaza on Saturday morning, 27 December 
2008, remains uncertain, with estimates rang-
ing 1,300 fatalities and approximately 5,300 
injuries. Targets included several homes of 
Hamas activists, government buildings and 
ministries, metal workshops, mosques and 
tunnels along the border with Egypt. Yester-
day, Palestinian factions responded with more 
than 15 homemade and Grad-type rockets 

and three mortar shells towards Israeli targets. 
Most of them were fired before the declaration 
of the cease-fire. Israel's unilateral ceasefire in 
the Gaza Strip came into effect at 2 am on 18 
January 2009, suspending the offensive against 
Hamas, but Israelis said that troops would stay 
on the ground for the time being. Hamas an-
nounced an immediate cease-fire by its militants 
and allied groups in Gaza at 2 pm on 18 Janu-
ary 2009, giving Israel a week to pull out its 
troops from the Gaza Strip. 

WFP’s Operations & Logistics  

Since the air strikes started, 
WFP has been able to deliver 
3,774 mt of food into Gaza. 
WFP warehouses are cur-
rently storing 4,300 mt of food 
commodities which represents 
around 75 percent of their full 
storage capacity. However, 
because of security condi-
tions, WFP has only access to 
66 percent of existing stocks. 
Due to the security situation, 

since 27 December WFP has 
been unable to operate to its 
full capacity, but has suc-
ceeded in reaching more than 
150,500 beneficiaries from its 
regular caseload. An addi-
tional 40,000 Palestinians 
have been reached through: 
1) emergency bread distribu-
tions in Beit Hanoun and Beit 
Lahiya (northern Gaza), 2)  
ready to eat food to 6,000  
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Highlights: 

• An OCHA-coordinated rapid interagency assessment will 
take place this week; 

• A specific food security rapid WFP/UNRWA/FAO assess-
ment will be carried out next  week; 

• A specific WFP Emergency Operation (EMOP) for Gaza is 
being launched and will assist 365,000 non-refugees; 

• The EMOP’s operational requirement is of US$ 77,800,000.  

WFP Emergency Operation in Gaza 

Current caseload in Gaza 365,000 

Estimate of beneficiaries reached since 27 Dec   
(regular caseload)  

> 150,500 

Estimates of beneficiaries reached since 27 Dec  
(emergency distributions) 

> 40,000  

Total MT dispatched into Gaza since 27 Dec  3,774 

Total MT distributed since 27 Dec  1,850 

  
  

Security  

UNICEF - oPt/Iyad El Baba 



 
 patients in 13 hospitals, 
and 3)  High Energy Bis-
cuits (HEBs)  distribu-
tions at UNRWA shel-
ters.  It is estimated that 
an additional 300,000 
Palestinians (refugees 
and non-refugees) in 
Gaza will need UN assis-
tance; out of this number, 
WFP added up to 
100,000 people to its 
regular food distribution 
programme.  

In order to respond to  
the current situation and 
mitigate the effects of the 
crisis, WFP will provide a 
full ration to its benefici-
aries and increase the 
current 1,400 kcal ration 
up to 2,100 Kcal for at 
least three months. This 
will be implemented 
through a specific Emer-
gency Operation which is 

currently under approval.  
In addition, about 11,600 
MREs have been trans-
ported by air to Egypt 
and are currently at the 
Nitzana crossing waiting 
for customs clearance.  
However, due to the lim-
ited number of working 
days at the Nitzana cus-
tom, the crossing of the 
humanitarian cargo has 
been significantly slowed 
down. Our logistic officer 
will go there tomorrow to 
facilitate the crossing 
operations. Once in 
Gaza, these MREs will 
be distributed at hospi-
tals, in collaboration with 
WHO.  

WFP is also arranging 
the  distribute UHT milk 
to about 10,000 children 
at the shelters in Gaza 

Gaza will resume working 
from the office.  

Next week, the interna-
tional staff member as-
signed to the Gaza Office 
will arrive as long with a 
new Interagency Coordi-
nator assigned to the Je-
rusalem Office. 
An Emergency Coordina-
tor will also arrive this 
week to temporarily assist 
the Country Office during 
this emergency.   

 

14 WFP staff inside Gaza 
are safe.  

Two WFP national staff 
based in Ashdod have 
also been instructed to 
resume working at the 
office.  

Five WFP logistic officers 
were temporarily trans-
ferred to oPt to support 
the Logistic Cluster, while 
one other WFP officer 
arrived in Jerusalem to 
reinforce the current op-
erations. 
Tomorrow, WFP staff in 
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 An OCHA-coordinated 
interagency rapid needs 
assessment will take 
place this week; sector 
cluster leads will take 
part to this assessment.    
On the other hand, a 
rapid joint WFP/
UNRWA/FAO food se-
curity assessment has 
been scheduled for next 
week.  
WFP is also looking into 
strengthening the stor-
age capacity inside 
Gaza, by increasing the 
number of available 
warehouses. 

Yesterday, WFP deliv-
ered about 215 mt of 
food (seven trucks) into 
Gaza and distributed 
about 73 mt to  600 
families in Gaza City, in 
collaboration with CHF.  

Today, WFP did not plan 
any deliveries and distrib-
uted in Gaza City; at the 
moment of writing, distri-
bution figures are not 
available yet..  



Funding requirements for WFP’s Gaza operation 
are currently US$ 81.2 million including US$ 77.8 
for the EMOP and US$ 3.4 million for the Special 
Operation. This does not include the funds (still 
being calculated) required in 2009 for WFP's ac-
tivities in the West Bank under the existing PRRO. 

 
So far, Italy, Australia and Slovakia confirmed 
their contributions in support to the population in 
Gaza, for a total of US$ 3.9 million. 
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For more information: Barbara Conte – WFP oPt – barbara.conte@wfp.org 

Mobile: +972 54 5918151 

WFP Financial Requirements for 2009 

Emergency Operation (Gaza) US$  77,800,000 

Protracted Relief and Recov-
ery Operation (West Bank) 

TBC 

Special Operation—Logistic 
Cluster  

US$ 3,344,884 

  

  


