Summary of HLC/08/INF/6 - Climate Change, Bioenergy and Food Security: Civil society and Private Sector Perspectives
These perspectives were gathered from civil society and non-governmental organizations in connection with a Farmer’s Forum organized by IFAD. The private sector consultations were derived from the Rome 2007 Initiative. (par 1-3)
Civil Society and Non Governmental Organizations Perspectives

Agriculture is adversely affected by climate change. Seeing as the impact of climate change is likely to become more severe on farmers, peasants, indigenous peoples, pastoralists, fisherfolk and women. It mainly affects production and access to resources including land, water and seeds and capacity to apply knowledge to the agricultural process. There is however a need to consult with smallholders and resource poor to ensure their active participation through accentuating their local knowledge and stimulating the introduction of new technologies in-order to enhance their coping methods. (par 5-9)       
Agriculture contributes to greenhouse emissions but also sequesters carbon. It is said to be responsible for more than 30% of all global human induced greenhouse gas emissions. On gas sequestration, grasslands have the potential to contribute towards mitigation of and adaptation to climate change, thus the IPCC acknowledges the importance of maintaining grazing practices as a key strategy. (par 10-11)
Agricultural biodiversity in the face of climate change: The management of agricultural biodiversity, commonly practiced among local family and peasant farmers, pastoralists and artisanal fisherfolk, is essential – and should be a primary focus for creating adaptation measure that incorporate ecosystem functions. (par 8-10)

Importance of local knowledge; Local methods of agricultural production have climate adaptation and mitigation potential. Support is needed from the international community to amplify small farmer’s opportunity to participate and to take responsibility in climate change strategies, because the speed and extensive scale of impacts of climate change is beyond farmers’ own coping strategies and application of their traditional knowledge. (par 11-15)
Food Security and Bio-energy
Use of Land for biofuels: Participants requested FAO to make food security the priority, rather than promote alternative land and water uses for biofuels that put food availability at risk for the most vulnerable. Production of non food crops such as Jatropha should be carefully reviewed and subject to life cycle analyses, in particular in terms of their impact on soil, water and ecosystems resources.(par 17 – 20)

Establishing a moratorium: most participants considered it urgent to establish a moratorium on extending the use of land for biofuel production in developing countries. (par 21-23)
North –South conflicts on biofuel use; Many participants also argued that biofuel trade benefits developed countries, in their search for new sources of transportation energy using feedstock from developing countries.(para 24-26)
Need for Further Analysis, Monitoring, Policy Options and Regulatory Framework
Sustainability standards: A multidimensional approach that takes many factors into account should be undertaken for the assessment of feedstocks for biofuels, including negative impacts of monocultures on biodiversity and the environment (e.g. pollution, deforestation, soil degradation), technology costs, social conflicts and secondary impacts (i.e. labour and land use). Any criteria developed for the assessment of the production of biofuels should be based on the principles of sustainable development and not be guided only y market opportunities. 

FAO and its partners should not focus on biofuel but on the larger context of bioenergy, assessing the comparative value of other energy sources. There were also calls for gender-responsive strategies - all aspects of climate change activities (e.g. mitigation, adaptation, policy development, decision-making) must include a gender perspective. In addition, women’s knowledge of their surroundings and of natural resources can prove essential when recovering from a natural disaster. World bodies such as FAO were called upon to present a holistic approach to food security, climate change, and the status of rural livelihoods. 
The Role of FAO

Promoting a rights-based approach - Protecting small farmers and promoting sustainable food models - Documenting, analyzing and disseminating relevant knowledge - Need for sensitization and public awareness on production systems - Better coordination among UN and other international agencies
The participation of CSOs and NGOs was described as that of establishing a neutral platform for policy dialogue and to facilitate for the participation of all the relevant stakeholders in order for food sovereignty to be achieved. On the High Level Conference, FAO should allocate funding to facilitate consultations with social movements t both national and regional levels. All voices should be heard, particularly those from marginalized communities. 

Private Sector Perspectives

Ensuring energy security without compromising food security; As the world faces a dilemma between producing food or producing bioenergy, it is necessary to address both issues and give them similar weight. Public and private sector representatives recognize the need to increase agricultural productivity and optimize the production of raw materials in order to minimize the competition between food and bioenergy production and, therefore, mitigate the dilemma between the need for food and energy. At the same time, the use of other raw materials for fuel production, such as agricultural waste, should be encouraged.

Other key issues discussed were the opportunities in agribusiness, finance and technology transfer in relation to climate change and biofuels. 

Recommendations and key messages

Although the private sector represents divergent interests, both the private sector and the UN agencies need to be involved proactively in the post-2012 negotiations. A knowledge base should be established in support of informed policy development at the national and international levels, reflecting the need to integrate food security, energy and environmental policy against the background of climate change. The private sector endorses the FAO’s calls for an international instrument which would be linked to financial incentives. To minimize conflicts over the use of land for growing food and biofuel crops, the range of lands more suitable for growing biofuel stocks should be identified.

The role of global trade and markets needs to be considered with respect to climate change mitigation and adaptation, particularly with a view towards growing national and international carbon markets. Discussion should be instigated on the possibility of market formation for ecosystem services, especially water and biodiversity.

Possible contributions by the UN system - neutral broker acting in interest of member states; centralized knowledge centre; local presence and contacts with governments; facilitation for bringing stakeholders together; assistance or collaboration with the identification and promotion of investment opportunities; global facilitation for dialogue on standards; promotion of territorial planning and clarity and ownership rights as a basis for investments.

The private sector could offer the following to the public sector - implementer role for specific agricultural practices; investment capital; risk management; interface at which shifts in business behaviour happen; research and development; technical development; data.
