EB 2010/101/R.12: IFAD Strategic Framework 2011-2015
This document presents IFAD’s fourth Strategic Framework, which will cover the period 2011-2015. It discusses IFAD’s strategic orientation, overarching goal and strategic objectives, and areas of thematic focus. It also articulates the principles of engagement that will guide the Fund’s operations and the organizational instruments that IFAD will use to deliver the framework.

This framework responds to a new global context characterized, on the one hand, by the persistence of massive rural poverty, with close to 1 billion rural people living on less than $1.25 per day; on the other, by important elements of change: growing diversity of rural livelihoods, intensifying natural resource degradation and risks posed by climate change; growing economic importance of agriculture in response to rising demand for food, biofuels, and other agricultural goods and services; higher and more volatile food prices; and growing private-sector investment in agriculture.
In this context, IFAD’s overarching goal is recast as: Enabling poor rural people to improve their food security, raise their incomes and strengthen their resilience by building profitable farm and non-farm enterprises that are sustainable and well integrated into local, national and global value chains, and that can generate opportunities for wealth creation and employment in rural areas. This is underpinned by four objectives: (i) a strengthened and more resilient natural resource and economic asset base for poor rural women and men; (ii) enhanced access to a range of services for poor rural women and men; (iii) strengthened capabilities (of both individual rural poor men and women and their organizations) to take advantage of new opportunities; and (iv) improved institutional and policy environments for the rural economies in which IFAD operates.

Achieving IFAD’s goal in a new context requires a strategic reorientation of its work. At both the macro level and at the programme and project level.
IFAD will pursue its goal and objectives by concentrating on the following thematic areas: secure access to natural resources – land, water, energy and biodiversity; climate change adaptation and mitigation; improved agricultural technologies and effective production services; more comprehensive financial services; integration into value chains through competitive agricultural input and produce markets; rural enterprise development and off-farm employment opportunities; technical and vocational education and training; and empowerment of rural poor people through effective and sustainable rural producers’ organizations.

In the programmes that it supports, IFAD will adhere to eight principles of engagement, namely: a differentiated approach based on country context; targeting; support to the empowerment of poor rural people; promotion of gender equality and women’s empowerment; creation of viable opportunities for rural youth; innovation, learning and scaling up; effective partnerships and resource mobilization; and sustainability.
IFAD will develop new instruments, particularly for better collaboration with the private sector and enhanced partnerships. It will also put greater effort into advocacy and communication in the context of new initiatives around smallholder agriculture, rural development and food security. Finally, it will continue to amplify the voices of poor rural people and to promote smallholder agriculture as a viable and profitable business.
 P.S. Please have a lokk at the annexed for a detailed description of the Strategic Framework 2011-2015.
Annex:
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G77 Consultants

www.fao.org/g77


