EB 2008/95/R.17:  President’s Report: Proposed grant to the Democratic Republic of the Congo for the Integrated Agricultural Rehabilitation Programme in Maniema Province
The Programme

The objective of the programme is to rehabilitate agricultural production, open up access to markets and improve incomes and well-being by enhancing access to water and health care in the most vulnerable areas of the province. Funds will be managed through a special account in Kinshasa. To ensure (para 1)
Financing
It is proposed that IFAD provide a grant to the Democratic Republic of the Congo in the amount of SDR … million (equivalent to approximately US$23.33 million) to help finance the Integrated Rural Rehabilitation Programme in Maniema Province. To ensure effective governance the following measures will be taken - strict adherence to IFAD policy, pre-selection of service providers; and rigorous and transparent financial and administrative procedures. (para 2-6)
Target Group and Participation

The targeting approach will include the following (i) geographic targeting; (ii) positive discrimination and social self-targeting; and (iii) technical self-targeting. (para 9-10)
Development Objectives
The programme aims to focus on the following areas - (i) increasing the incomes of communities by reviving agricultural production, increasing breeding and fishing activities, and improving access to markets; and (ii) enhancing access to health care and drinking water. It is also aligned to IFAD Policy on Crisis Prevention and Recovery, the regional poverty reduction strategy and the IFAD Strategic Framework 2007-2010. The programme respects national priorities (para 12-14)
Benefits and Economic and Financial Justification
Improved livelihoods through increased agricultural and fisheries production, reduction of transaction costs as a result of improve infrastructure and capacity building, improved access to health and sanitation and natural resource management. It also aims to introduce important development innovations (para 24-28)
Main Risks
i) Deterioration of the security situation will be mitigated through providing micro-projects for ex soldiers, ii) weakness of civil society will be tackled through providing grass root support to upcoming organizations and initiatives, iii) the persistence of administrative corruption which will be countered through careful consideration of service providers. (para 29)
