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Summary of country strategy
1. The overall objective of this country strategic opportunities programme (COSOP) for

the period 2009-2014 is to contribute to building the economic foundations for

sustainable agricultural development and strengthening the capacity of the rural

poor for local governance.
2. The 2009-2014 COSOP will have three strategic objectives:
(i) Strategic objective 1: Increase participation locally and nationally in

policy development and budget planning.

(ii) Strategic objective 2: Improve access by small-scale producers to

services that support efficient production and transparent and competitive

markets for agricultural products and inputs in targeted agricultural value

chains.

(iii) Strategic objective 3: Improve access by marginalized groups – and in

particular by women – to microcredit adapted to their needs, by

consolidating financial services associations (FSAs).
3. To achieve strategic objective 1, IFAD will support the provision of goods and

services to rural development communities through the Village Communities

Support Programme - Phase II (ongoing) and Phase III. Strategic objective 2,

covering the supply of goods and services to develop targeted value chains, will be

achieved through implementation of the National Programme to Support Agricultural

Value Chains (PNAAFA). Consideration will be given to consolidating under a single

operator FSAs created under four different projects (strategic objective 3). Strategic

objective 1 of the COSOP is in line with theme 1 of the Poverty Reduction Strategy

Programme - Phase II (PRSP-II); strategic objectives 2 and 3 are in line with theme

2 of the PRSP-II and the National Agricultural Development Policy – Vision 2015.

4. With regard to the development of agricultural value chains, the priority target

group will be composed of agricultural producers, small-scale businesspeople, and

those craftspeople who are working in businesses related to agriculture or food

processing in the targeted value chains, who will be organized into professional

organizations. As for community development, a poverty map by rural development

