EB 2010/99/R.29: Planned project activities including activities proposed and approved under lapse-of-time procedure 2010-2011

· At the ninety-eighth session of the Executive Board held in December 2009, the Board endorsed the proposal to streamline the Executive Board’s approval process for investment projects and programmes (EB 2009/98/R.15). It was agreed that two procedures would be used for project/programme approval: (i) the lapse-of-time procedure; and (ii) the standard procedure.

· To facilitate the implementation of this new process, it was agreed that the former Planned project activities document (now renamed Planned project activities including activities proposed and approved under lapse-of-time procedure) would be enhanced by adding information on the proposed approval type.
· In September 2006, the Executive Board approved a new framework for a results-based country strategic opportunities programme (COSOP), as provided in document EB 2006/88/R.4. The results-based COSOPs will also serve as the vehicle for entry of projects/programmes into IFAD’s official pipeline.

· This document includes 65 projects/programmes that are in IFAD’s official pipeline – others will be identified during the course of the year.
· In terms of geographical distribution, the pipeline includes 7 projects/programmes in Western and Central Africa, 15 in Eastern and Southern Africa, 17 in Asia and the Pacific, 13 in Latin America and the Caribbean and 13 in the Near East and North Africa region.

· IFAD proposes using the lapse-of-time procedure for the approval of two projects and two supplementary loans/grants totalling approximately US$24.69 million (for more details see part I-B)

· The current session of the Board will review four COSOPs: Azerbaijan, Dominican Republic, Nigeria and Sierra Leone.
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