EB 2010/99/R.3: Revised IFAD Policy on the Disclosure of Documents

This document is a revision of the 2006 IFAD Policy on the Disclosure of Documents, as amended by the Executive Board in September 2009. Under the proposed framework, the Fund will continue to provide access to all the information currently available and, in addition, will expand the documents that it routinely discloses.

Resource considerations

The cost implications inherent in disclosing all documentation produced prior to the adoption of the Disclosure Policy that is eligible for disclosure on IFAD’s external website are such that total retroactive disclosure is not feasible. Management estimates that the additional budgetary needs for implementing the Disclosure Policy from 1 January 2011 onwards will entail recurrent costs of approximately US$150,000 per year, while start-up costs will amount to US$130,000. Management would like to bring to the attention of the Board that before proposing the Disclosure Policy, it considered the possibility of endorsing a policy that presumes the disclosure of all information subject to a set of exceptions. This idea was abandoned after analysing the current structure and resources and the cost implications of such an approach. 

Proposed revision of the IFAD Policy on the Disclosure of Documents

In identifying the documents subject to disclosure, due consideration has been given to IFAD’s duty to protect the confidential nature of information that, if disclosed, could be potentially detrimental to the interests of the Fund or others, as well as to safeguard proprietary and financial information whose disclosure could interfere with IFAD’s ability to carry out its activities. Accordingly, before disclosing documents, appropriate attention shall be paid in identifying text or data that is confidential or may adversely affect IFAD’s image or the relationship between IFAD and the borrower and/or recipient, if disclosed. Disclosed documents shall be limited to the results of deliberations, and shall not include the deliberative processes that took place before the results or decisions were reached, unless otherwise decided. This Disclosure Policy does not apply to documents originating from the Office of Evaluation, which is covered by a separate policy, unless otherwise provided.

Documents to be disclosed:
Governing bodies documents: (i) All documents submitted to the plenary sessions of the Governing Council and the Executive Board, (ii) Summary records/minutes of the sessions of the Governing Council and Executive Board 

Legal documents: (iii) IFAD’s basic documents, (iv) IFAD financing and grant agreements with borrowers and recipients and guarantee agreements, (v) Agreements between IFAD and Member States, international organizations, NGOs and other institutions, (vi) Amendments to IFAD agreements, (vii) Legal opinions that represent a contribution to the United Nations Juridical Yearbook 

Financial documents: (viii) IFAD audited financial reports, (ix) IFAD Annual Report 

Regional and country strategic documents: (x) Regional and subregional strategic opportunities programmes/papers, (xi) COSOPs as approved by the Executive Board, (xii) Regional portfolio reviews, (xiii) Country programme reviews, (xiv) Final case studies

IFAD-financed projects and programmes documents: (xv) Final design report, (xvi) Quality assurance final report, (xvii) Letter to the borrower, (xviii) Project mid-term review report, (xix) Project status reports, (xx) Project/programme completion report. 
Language of disclosure

Documents shall be disclosed only in their original language, with the exception of documents already being disclosed in IFAD’s four official languages. 
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