EB/2009/98/R47: President’s report on proposed grants under the global/regional grants window to non-CGIAR-supported international centres

The overarching strategic objectives that drive the IFAD Policy for Grant Financing, which was approved by the Executive Board in December 2003, are: (a) Promoting pro-poor research on innovative approaches and technological options to enhance field-level impact; and/or (b) Building pro-poor capacities of partner institutions, including community-based organizations and NGOs. The Support to Farmers’ Organizations in Africa Programme will (i) empower farmers’ organizations by building their capacities; and (ii) strengthen the role played by farmers’ organizations in formulating and implementing policies and programmes related to agricultural development.
The IFDC programme for Mainstreaming Pro-Poor Fertilizer Access and Innovative 
Practices in West Africa will provide an enhanced enabling environment for appropriate and sustainable use of fertilizer and organic resources. 
The IUCN programme for Enabling Sustainable Land Management, Resilient Pastoral 
Livelihoods and Poverty Reduction in Africa will empower pastoralist women and men; provide support for improved pastoral livelihoods; enhance pastoralists’ and pastoral institutions’ capacities for sustainable natural resource management; generate knowledge through research and thematic reviews; apply findings to planning and disseminate them to influence policies and practices; and enhance policy frameworks at local, national and international levels.  
The ICBA project for Adaptation to Climate Change in Marginal Environments in West Asia and North Africa through Sustainable Crop and Livestock Diversification will develop and disseminate packages of forage production and technologies to be used under marginal conditions for enhanced productivity of the forage-livestock systems in the West Asia and North Africa region; develop participatory seed production and seed delivery systems of 3-5 genotypes of salt-tolerant forages and some specialty crops adapted to diverse environmental conditions for farmers’ large-scale adoption; and introduce, evaluate and scale up environmentally and economically feasible forage-livestock production systems. 
The INBAR programme for Mainstreaming Pro-Poor Livelihoods and Addressing Environmental Degradation with Bamboo in Eastern and Southern Africa will focus on empowering rural men and women to manage natural resources efficiently and sustainably, and provide opportunities for rural off-farm employment and enterprise development. 
The PROCASUR Learning Routes Training Programme II will foster the establishment and strengthening of networks for pro-poor knowledge generation and exchange, which in turn will enhance the Fund’s own capacity to establish long-term strategic linkages with its development partners and to multiply the effect of its grant-financed research and capacity-building programmes. More generally, the programme will build pro-poor capacities of partner institutions. 
The FAO Programme for the Development of Knowledge-sharing Skills is part of the implementation of the IFAD Strategy for Knowledge Management. It will build capacity to foster the establishment and strengthening of networks for pro-poor knowledge generation and exchange. 
The FAO Food Security and Sustainable Livelihoods Programme in Pacific Island Countries will improve the availability of and access to nutritious food for poor and vulnerable households; provide vulnerable communities with better access to sustainable agricultural services, inputs and markets; and strengthen capacities, policies and strategic actions to address food security challenges. 
The FAO Support for Formulating Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land and Other Natural Resources Programme will enable poor rural people to have better and sustainable access to natural resources and will support local and national policy and programming processes. It will also contribute indirectly to other specific aims, namely improved access to financial services, markets and off-farm opportunities. The programme is also consistent with the IFAD Policy on Improving Access to Land and Tenure Security. By strengthening IFAD’s capacity to mainstream land tenure security in its operations, it will enhance field-level impact and strengthen participation of civil society organizations and partnerships with other stakeholders. 
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