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Mr Director-General,  
Mr Independent Chair of Council,  
Dear colleagues and friends: thank you for coming. 
 
I will be brief, as I intend to move quickly to the eighth-floor Cafeteria to have Lamb Kebab 
for lunch. This is a favourite dish from the Near East region being served today at the 
international module as the First G77 Culinary Month comes to a successful conclusion.  
 
We are gathered here to formally introduce improvements to three common spaces in this 
house that we all share.  
 
These developments are made possible by the G77 Trust Fund, launched in 2007 to 
promote South-South cooperation. All G77 Members and several OECD countries have 
made contributions to the Fund. We hope to attract fresh donations in the coming months, 
with a view to guarantee its long-term sustainability.  
 
Support from FAO has been crucial, so I would like to express our appreciation to the 
Director-General, as well as to Dr Butler, Ms Williams, Mr Mekouar, Mr Yoman, and Mr 
Petrov, among many others that have played a role in this endeavour.  
 
The enthusiasm and dedication of the Team of G77 Consultants and Suzanne Giometti 
from the FAO Regional Groups office are a driving force of these innovations.  
 
Room A-129 is the new workplace for the Team of G77 Consultants. Adjmal, Bernie, 
Carolaine, Dia, and Laura work from five new desks and upgraded computers.  
 
As per their current Terms of Reference, they serve G77 Regional Groups and individual 
Members on a variety of tasks —yet a great deal of their output is shared with all Member 
States, such as widely-praised summaries of documents for the Conference, the Council 
and all its Committees, as well as the Executive Boards of IFAD and WFP.  
 
The Consultants are engaged in other Membership-wide projects, such as the G77 Seminar 
on the FAO Field Programme to be held Monday 22 June at 3 PM in the Green Room.  
 
Most of you know that A-134 is the only Computer Room permanently available to all 
Permanent Representatives. FAO has agreed to expand it, doubling the number of 
workstations from three to six. All have been upgraded for faster performance, and feature 
new flat screens. Special keyboards and the appropriate software enable use by Arabic, 
Chinese, and Russian speakers.  
 
We will shortly announce the G77 Photography Contest for all Permanent Representatives 
and FAO staff, to decorate the Computer Room with the winning entries.  
 
Lastly, the G77 Trust Fund obtained approval to turn A-133-Bis into the G77 Map Room. 
This is a new meeting room open to all FAO Members. At its centre, you will find a round 
glass conference table symbolising a transparent world.  
 



The tempered glass tabletop rests on a wooden base with four faces, representing the four 
G77 Regional Groups. All seats are at an equal distance to each other, indicative of our 
identical rights and obligations as Member States. Furthermore, there are two corner areas 
intended for holding bilateral dialogue.  
 
All these innovations build on the vision of a renewed FAO. The G77 Trust Fund wishes to 
continue serving as a catalyst for facilitating the work of all Permanent Representatives as 
we strive to achieve the noble goals that the Member States have mandated this 
Organization to accomplish.  
 
I will now invite the Director-General to cut the commemorative ribbon to the G77 Map 
Room. All are invited to visit the three common spaces at your leisure.  
 
Again, thank you for coming. 


