WFP/EB.A/2009/13-B Update on WFP Food Procurement
The Market Environment

The cost of food remained high throughout most of the year in most developing countries with the total value of purchases almost doubling in 2008 while the amount procured increased by a third. [par.7]

Status of Procurement Capacity

2008

· 35 international professional food procurement officer posts

· 15 were financed from the PSA budget

· 10 were financed from P4P

· 10 were financed from the DSC of the operations

· Number of posts doubled between 2007 and 2008

· 3 junior professional procurement officer posts

· 3 were financed by Belgium, Norway and Denmark

· 12 national food procurement officer posts

· 12 were financed from the DSC of the operations [par.8-9]

Highlights of Food Procurement

1. Purchase for Progress
· 21 countries have launched pilot activities

· 18 P4P countries have completed assessment missions [par.10]

2. Quality Assurance Initiatives
· 3 food technologists have been added to the Food Procurement Branch and the nutrition office of the Programme Design Service in Headquarters

· Technical exchanges and partnerships have been forged with two private companies that specialize in food preservation and fortification

· WFP is scaling up the provision of technical support to countries where local production of blended foods and biscuits has lagged behind demand. [par.11]

       3. 2008 Food Procurement Map: www.wfp.org [par.12]

       4. Procurement on Behalf of Governments [par. 13]

G77 Consultants

www.fao.org/g77


