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CONTEXT

This policy is consistent with WFP policy documents addressing school feeding issues. In addition, WFP concluded research and analyses in 2009 that have enhanced the knowledge base and will improve the quality of WFP’s school feeding programmes. These include:

· “Learning From Experience – Good Practices from 45 Years of School Feeding”
· Rethinking School Feeding: Social Safety Nets, Child Development and the Education Sector

· “Home-Grown School Feeding: A Framework to Link School Feeding with Local Agricultural Production”

· “An Investment Case for School Feeding”

More and more national governments and donors are acknowledging the importance of school feeding programmes as a valuable social safety-net mechanism to improve livelihoods. But beyond this, school feeding serves as an exceptional platform at community level for long-term investment in human capital to reduce hunger while achieving nutrition, education and gender equality outcomes. par.[4-5]

Few safety-net programmes provide so many multi-sector benefits – education, gender equality, food security, poverty alleviation, nutrition and health – in one single intervention. [par. 7]

WFP now supports the provisions of meals to an average of 22 million children each year, about half of whom are girls, in 70 countries. An estimated US$3.2 billion is needed to reach 66 million children that attend school hungry in developing countries. [par.9]

Evidence from academic research:

School Feeding and nutrition

· Enhanced nutrition and health of primary schoolchildren lead to improved learning and decreased morbidity, paving the way for a healthier life.

· School feeding enhances the diet and provides a net increase in energy and kilocalories available to the child

· The school-age child also has the most intense work infections.

· School feeding to preschoolers can help give a child a healthy head-start and pave the way for a promising future. [par.14-18]
School feeding and education

· Educated children are more likely to be able to feed themselves and their families in adulthood.

· School feeding in schools and as THRs are effecting in targeting groups

· Providing food for consumption at school can relive immediate short-term hunger which is most beneficial for learning. [par.19-22]

School feeding, gender and orphans and other vulnerable children

· When girls are educated they are more likely to have fewer and healthier children and to head families that are food-secure.  [par.23]

School feeding as value transfer

· School feeding programmes can help to safeguard the household investments in education by helping to defray some of the costs of schooling and encourage parents to enrol their children in school, ensure that they attend class regularly and continue through the complete cycle. [par.27]

School feeding as a platform providing wider socio-economic benefits

· School feeding is most effective when it is part of a more comprehensive school health and nutrition package and can link to other interventions to achieve additional developmental outcomes, including: local procurement to augment local economies; increased development opportunities; and school feeding as an investment. [par. 32]

WFP AND SCHOOL FEEDING

For over 45 years, WFP has implemented school feeding programmes under a variety of contexts: from the onset of emergencies, to protracted relief and post-crisis situations, to stable environments. [par.33]

Guiding Standards: sustainability; sound alignment with national policy frameworks; stable funding and budgeting; Needs-based, cost-effective quality programme design; strong institutional arrangements for implementation, monitoring and accountability; strategy for local production and sourcing; strong partnerships and inter-sector coordination; strong community participation and ownership. [par.35-41]
WFP provides

· in-depth understanding
· analysis and advice

· coordination support

· capacity development and technical support to ensure sustainability

· implementation support

· funding and resource mobilization

· partnerships

· knowledge base

· results-based management [par.45]

Targets: children in school; the most vulnerable based on food insecurity, poverty, low educational and nutritional indicators and gender-related problems. [par.46-49]

IN WHICH CONTEXTS SHOULD SCHOOL FEEDING BE IMPLEMENTED

· As a safety net in emergency and protracted crises, and to prevent negative coping mechanisms

· ...in post-conflict, post-disaster or transition situations

· in situations of chronic hunger. [par.53-61]

WFP will ensure that all programmes include a transition strategy that will clearly specify how WGP and the government will work towards putting in place the elements for a sustainable school feeding programme. [par.66]

Partnerships: government; regional bodies and networks; World Bank; UN and NGO partners; community

G77 Consultants

www.fao.org/g77

