WFP/EB.1/2010/10: Budget increase to protracted relief and recovery operations approved by correspondence between the second regular session 2009 and the first regular session 2010 – Ethiopia 106650

Nature of the Increase

This budget increase will allow WFP to provide urgent food assistance to 4.8 million people in 2010. The increased needs for 2010 result from the prolonged emergency following the 2009 drought and the impact of high food prices: nearly 4.8 million Ethiopians are expected to be in need of emergency food assistance this year, an increase of 4.1 million from the initial 2010 planning figures for this protracted relief and recovery operation (PRRO).  
Justification for the Budget Increase

PRRO 106650 from January 2008 to December 2010 contributes to the Government’s Plan for Accelerated and Sustainable Development to End Poverty (PASDEP) by addressing acute food insecurity. It contributes to WFP’s Strategic Objectives 1, 2 and 4. Following the approval of the PRRO in October 2007 needs in Ethiopia increased as a result of high food and fuel prices combined with failures of seasonal rains and insecurity. While WFP and partners substantially scaled up the relief component to meet the increased needs, resource shortfalls led to ration cuts from mid-2008, compromising the impact of the operation. The effects of drought and high food prices continued into 2009, with drought significantly reducing production. The mid-term evaluation of PRRO 106650 was undertaken during the last quarter of 2009. The evaluation underscored the importance and continued relevance of WFP’s role in providing relief food assistance to Ethiopia. However, the evaluation team recommended that WFP work with humanitarian partners in Ethiopia to evaluate the impact of overall relief assistance on saving lives and protecting livelihoods. 
A Government-led, multi-agency mid-meher food security assessment using the livelihoods-based household economy approach was conducted between 28 September and 11 October 2009. The objective was to assess the likely impact of the delayed and erratic rains on the meher/deyr production and to project the consequences for food security between January and June 2010.  The assessment found that, despite the collaborative effort, the prevailing large-scale needs are expected to continue at least through the first six months of 2010 because of the erosion of coping abilities, compounded by the anticipated poor performance of the 2009 meher and deyr seasons. The assessment formed the basis for the Multi-Sectoral Contingency Plan for January-June 2010. 

In the Somali Region, a joint nutrition survey in May 2009 indicated that of the seven locations surveyed, six presented a “critical” nutrition situation: two zones had global acute malnutrition (GAM) prevalence rates of 21–22% and severe acute malnutrition (SAM) prevalence rates of between 3.3 and 2.2%; while four zones had GAM rates between 15 and 20%. 
Purpose of the Budget Increase 

This budget increase focuses on increasing the relief component of the PRRO to meet assessed emergency needs for 2010. Planned relief beneficiary numbers for all partners are shown in Table 3. 
WFP is incorporating in the budget increase a 20% contingency that will provide the possibility of reaching 2 million additional people under the relief component over a three-month period. This contingency would ensure WFP is well positioned to respond to increased needs that tend to emerge during the lean season preceding the belg harvest in July, and to support vulnerable populations during the July–December 2010 period.  
Food Requirements

The PRRO 106650 requirements for 2010 were originally estimated at 306,222 mt, including 76,416 mt for relief. Revised relief requirements for the country for the first six months of 2010 amount to 529,150 mt. Taking into account experience in 2008 and 2009, whereby needs increased mid-year and relief needs continued between July and December 2010, WFP has included a 20% contingency food requirement (105,830 mt) to enable meeting potential additional needs. The total requirement would thus be 634,980 mt. Considering expected resources contributed through NGOs of 84,015 mt, WFP plans to cover 550,965 mt of food needs, a net increase of 474,549 mt compared to the original 2010 budget plan of 168,806 mt; thus this budget revision is for 382,159 mt. Relief food requirements may be further adjusted following the release of the meher/deyr assessment findings in January 2010.
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