WFP/EB.1/2010/5-C WFP’s Role In the Humanitarian Assistance System
THE CHANGING HUMANITARIAN SYSTEM: HUMANITARIAN REFORM

The inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) undertook humanitarian reform that address these areas:

· improved humanitarian response capacity, leadership accountability and predictability in sectors/areas of response through the cluster approach;

· adequate, timely and flexible humanitarian financing; and

· improved humanitarian coordination and leadership through the Humanitarian Coordinator (HC) system. [par.3]
UN HUMANITARIAN CLUSTER SYSTEM

Cluster approach is based on a two-tier system: global and country level. 

To provide field clusters with guidance on strategy and policy, training, mobilization support and/or surge capacity for start-up operations and ongoing humanitarian projects, a Global Logistics Cluster Support Cell (GLCSC) was established. [par.6] The global emergency telecommunications cluster (ETC) provides coordination and technical support in emergency telecommunications. [par.15]

WFP’s Involvement in the Overall Cluster System

WFP is actively engaged in other clusters at both the global and country level, including: global nutrition cluster, global education cluster, global protection cluster, early recovery cluster and the WASH cluster among many others. [par.19-24]
IASC Cluster Evaluation

The first cluster evaluation recommended to enhance the clarity of roles and responsibilities and also strengthen agency commitment. The second cluster evaluation is currently underway. [par.25-26]
Food Sector – Food clusters have been established at the field level. [par.28]

Future Engagement in the Cluster Approach 

WFP will continue to emphasize the importance of focusing on effective and efficient humanitarian responses which must remain the basis for improved coordination; and of ensuring that clusters work strengthens the predictability, comprehensiveness and quality of humanitarian response. Together with its IASC partners, WFP is considering whether to establish a global food cluster. [par.31-32]

HUMANITARIAN FINANCING
· WFP has been the largest recipient of the expanded Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF).

· WFP is active in the Humanitarian Financing Working Group

· The CERF contributes significantly towards coordination and support services.

· Pooled funding mechanisms have helped WFP to harmonize responses, increasing sectoral coverage of needs, and improving field-level coordination. 

· WFP’s internal advance financing mechanisms rely on income forecasting, which is a challenging task for funding received through common funds. [par.33-41]

GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN PLATFORM

WFP has participated in the past two Global Humanitarian Platform (GHP) meetings which has created the “Principles of Partnership”

WFP Contributions to the Humanitarian System

UN Humanitarian Air Services; Joint needs assessment

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

WFP plays a leading role in inter-agency emergency preparedness:

· co-chairs with UNICEF the IASC Wub-Working Group on Preparedness and Contingency Planning

· leads the development of a new inter-agency early warning system for forecasting humanitarian crises

· helps organize and carry out contingency planning missions and trainings

· participates in inter-agency initiatives on geospatial technology and remote sending

· active in the revision of the Sphere handbook for 2010. [par.57-61]

Pandemics
WFP scaled up pandemic readiness activities by refining contingency planning guidance and tools and conducting logistic consultations. [par.62]

Humanitarian Policy Engagements

WFP hosted a roundtable where participants identified challenges ranging from the need to build negotiation skills to how to better engage with communities and the growing number of actors in humanitarian action through greater understanding of local context.  [par.65-66]
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