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BACKGROUND
The Evaluation

Objective: measure the extent to which FAO and WFP have separately and jointly contributed to an improved and more effective ISFS, and how far these information systems have contributed to improved decision-making.  [par.9]

CONCLUSIONS 
· FAO and WFP’s support to ISFS is relevant to the need for improved systems to provide food security information to national governments, donors, FAO, WFP, other UN agencies and INGOs – although the knowledge and understanding of these needs remains uneven.

· WFP has developed an efficient single corporate ISFS. FAO has provided far more fragmented ISFS support. Communication remains the greatest challenge.

· FAO and WFP ISFS products are more effective. However, there is still some concern regarding important food security dimensions that are not being sufficiently addressed by the ISFS.

· An inadequate understanding in most ISFS of stakeholders’ decision making processes means that ISFS products are not being used to their full potential, especially in development work. 

· ISFS have not been found to be sustainable due to lack of funding priority for the national governments in low-income countries.

· FAO and WFP collaborate on a number of ISFS-related issues. [par.42-48]
RECOMMENDATIONS

The evaluation recommends that FAO and WFP:

· each develop corporate ISFS strategies for the range of their ISFS work at national, regional and global levels, based on overall goals defined jointly and including means and plans for implementation;

· develop a joint FAO/WFP strategy for ISFS based on their comparative advantages;

· jointly maintain and strengthen their leadership in ISFS;

· promote ISFS which respond to identified needs;

· promote long-lasting national multi-stakeholder ISFS partnerships;

· strengthen the application of ISFS communication strategies based on a genuine understanding of food security decision-making processes; and

· work together to develop a joint FAO/WFP ISFS communication and advocacy strategy.
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