Summary of WFP/EB.A/2008/6-E/1: Progress Report on the Implementation of the External Auditor Recommendations
Progress reports are provided to all sessions of the Board. This progress report sets out the recommendations that were reported as outstanding in the last progress report and reports on actions taken and recommendations implemented subsequently.

As recommended by the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ), the Executive Board may wish to consider receiving only one progress report per year. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) Finance Committee took note of the views expressed by the ACABQ and recommended that the frequency of presentation of the progress report to the Board be kept under review. It also requested that this issue be put to Board members for examination.

The Secretariat proposes that in future, all External Audit reports to the Board be accompanied by a Secretariat response and a plan of action to implement the recommendations made in the report.

The document includes the comments of the External Auditor on recommendations that the Secretariat has reported as completed. In addition and as requested by the Board, this document also covers the External Auditor’s “Has Decentralisation Met the World Food Programme’s Operational Needs?”; it presents all recommendations, the responses made by the Secretariat and comments made by the External Auditor on completed recommendations. As reported during the First Regular Session of the Board in January 2008, four out of five of these recommendations had already been implemented. Only the outstanding recommendation has been included in the matrix. 

The matrix from the original document summarizes the outstanding recommendations as at 31 December 2007. Of the six recommendations outstanding in December 2007, three (50%) are reported completed as at 31 March 2008. It is available at:
http://www.wfp.org/eb/docs/2008/wfp176690~1.pdf
