WFP/EB.1/2009/6-C/1 Appointment of the External Auditor

The document summarizes the information and proposes a decision for adoption by the Executive Board.

Board Approval note: 


“The External Auditor shall be appointed through a competitive selection process for a non-
renewable six-year term. Another appointment may be possible after a break of at least one 
term.”

Practice at WFP

The basic texts state that the external auditor is appointed by the board for a term of 4 years, which may be extended for one further term. External Audits have previously been conducted by the National Audit Office (NAO) of the United Kingdom for the 2002-2005 period and Cour des Comptes of France from 1994 to 1998. While appointment procedures have differed over the years, the Division of Legal Services has advised that a competitive process involving a formal tender would not apply in the case of reappointments.  (para 2 - 6)

Trend in the United Nations System

The current FAO tradition suggests different appointment methods which seek to maintain a balance between the benefits of continuity and the benefits of change and reasonable rotation. The Joint Inspection Unit proffers the importance of reducing the terms of External Auditors. However, current discussions are underway to harmonize the financial regulations of the UN, UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF and WFP, in line with the Delivering as One UN approach. (para 7-12)

Proposed Language for the tenure of the Board of Auditors/External Auditor:


Proposed Regulation 8.2: The Members of the Board of Auditors/External


Auditor shall be elected for a non-renewable term of office of six years


duration. The term of office shall commence on 1 July and expire on


30 June six years subsequent thereto. The term of office of one of the


members shall expire every other year. Consequently the General Assembly


shall elect every two years a member to take office from 1 July of the


following year. (para 13)

