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1.
Chair handover
1.1
Address of outgoing Chair
Ambassador Tasnim Aslam, Permanent Representative of Pakistan, addressed the plenary on concluding her tenure as G77 Chair for 2008. She praised the Group’s collaborative spirit during her term and pledged her support for the new Chair and Vice-Chair. (See Annex 1)

1.2
Nomination of the G77 Chair and Vice Chair for 2009
In line with the accord of 8 March 2004 (for the rotation of the G77 Chair for 2004-2011), the GRULAC submitted Ambassador Mario Arvelo, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, as Chair for 2009. The Near East Group submitted Mr. Ibrahim Abu Atileh, Deputy Permanent Representative of Jordan, as Vice Chair for 2009. Both submissions were approved by acclamation.

1.3
Address of the new Chair, and presentation of a certificate of acknowledgement and a letter of appreciation to the outgoing Chair 
After recognizing the outgoing Chair’s work during 2008, the new Chair briefly reviewed the work schedule for 2009, indicating that the main purpose of his tenure would be the strengthening of the Group’s unity, which can only be achieved through efforts at consolidating the G77 coordination system. (See Annex 2)


1.4
Presentation of G77 Consultants
The team of G77 Consultants made a brief presentation titled “Who, where, what, how, why” to give details about how they can contribute to the work of the Group as a whole, and of individual delegations. Current team members are Adjmal Dulloo, Laura Khiari-Loubiere, Bernadette Mukonyora, and Carolaine Pino. The Chair assured Members that efforts are being made to incorporate an Arabic-speaking Consultant to the team. (See Annex 3)

2.
FAO

2.1
Update on Regional Group representatives to the IEE structures
Regional Groups finalized their appointments for the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the three Working Groups, the respective “spokespersons”, and the speaking members of the CoC-IEE Bureau (See Annex 4). The Chair understood that the current Working Group coordinators for the G77 (and their alternates) will remain at their posts in 2009 pending consultations, which should be finalized shortly (See Annex 5). The Chair also called on Regional Groups to begin identifying their respective coordinator/ facilitator/focal point for each major thematic area. A G77 coordinator for each relevant subject should emerge from amongst these regional contacts, always keeping the appropriate regional balance.

2.2
Main IEE issues for 2009

After reviewing the respective Agendas for the 21 January meetings of the CoC-IEE and its Bureau, the Group reiterated its resolve to continue working constructively to further strengthen the FAO. The Chair confirmed that the “spokespersons” were allowed to speak for their respective Region in the Working Groups, and that all FAO Members can take the floor in all Working Group meetings, as well as in the CoC-IEE.


2.3
Committee on World Food Security
CFS Chair Mrs. María Squeff of Argentina laid out proposals for Regional Groups to support the strengthening of the CFS for its 35th session and beyond. The Group was informed that the CFS Bureau is composed of Argentina, Jordan, Madagascar, Belgium, and the Russian Federation. The CFS Chair also agreed to take up the issue of food insecurity in the Gaza Strip. The G77 Chair asked all Regional Groups to appoint a CFS coordinator as soon as possible.

3.
WFP

3.1
1st 2009 Regular Session of the WFP Executive Board
The Group reiterated that its representatives in each relevant List should continue working constructively for the strengthening of WFP.


3.2
Humanitarian situation in Gaza
Mr. Amer Daoudi (Director of Logistics and Acting Director of Operations at WFP, and Person-in-charge of WFP’s work in the Gaza Strip) and Mr. Cristian Miczaika (Chief of Special Emergencies at FAO) offered up-to-date information on each agency’s response to the humanitarian situation in Gaza, and answered a round of technical questions related to their continued efforts. They distributed information materials (See Annex 6) and assured the Group that an open line of communication will keep all developing countries informed of all developments. In the political/technical discussion that followed, many Members from all Regions strongly condemned Israeli actions in the Gaza Strip which resulted in widespread destruction, and requested the Near East Group to submit a draft Declaration in this regard. The Group agreed that the G77 Chair should confer with Regional Chairs to decide on an appropriate text (to seek consistency with United Nations language), which would be  circulated among all G77 members for their final approval.

4.
IFAD
Because of time, items 4.1 and 4.2 could not be addressed. The Chair will make consultations to explore the possibility of either (a) asking the conveners of Lists B & C to raise them with their constituents, or (b) organizing another G77 Plenary meeting to discuss the said items.


4.1
32nd Session of the IFAD Governing Council

4.2
Election of a new IFAD President
5.
Any other matters
Also because of time, items under this heading could not be dealt with. The Chair is hereby offering three matters, the first for decision under the “no objection clause”, i.e. to adopt if no opposition is registered on or before Tuesday 27 January; the second for timely action by Friday 30 January; and the third for information & consideration.

5.1
For decision (unless objections are recorded on or before Tuesday 27 January)
The 5th session of the Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on Animal Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture will take place at FAO on 28-30 January 2009 (preceded by a consultation among technical experts on 26-27 January). After examining the composition of the Bureau for the previous four sessions (See Annex 7), the Chair concluded that for the upcoming session the G77 should have two positions (Chair and Rapporteur) and the OECD one (Vice-Chair). In line with the observed G77 regional rotation, these positions could go to Asia and Africa. If the Group agrees with this course of action, the G77 candidates could be Mrs. Vanida Khumnirdpetch of Thailand and Mr. Daniel Semambo of Uganda (both served as Vice-Chairs of the International Technical Conference on Animal Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture held in Interlaken, Switzerland on 3-7 September 2007).


5.2
For timely action (for responses on or before Friday 30 January)
The Chair of the Board of the International Treaty on Genetic Resources (Mr Modesto Fernández of Cuba) asks all Regional Groups to appoint one person to a Panel of Experts. This Panel will examine projects in light of agreed financing priorities; therefore, experts should posses the appropriate technical background in three relevant areas: (a) information sharing, transfer of technology, and capacity-building; (b) managing and conservation of genetic resources in farms; and (c) sustainable use of genetic resources. Names should be submitted to the Secretary of the Treaty (Mr. Shakeel Bhati, cgrfa@fao.org), on or before Friday 30 January.


5.3
For information and consideration
The International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF, an NGO), asks the G77 to consider supporting (a) that the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) formally endorse small-scale fisheries as a permanent agenda item; and (b) that COFI initiate a process to develop a negotiated text on small-scale fisheries, in the form of International Guidelines on Securing Small-Scale Fisheries (from a responsible fisheries and human development perspective).

