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Re:
Establishment of an open-ended G77 Working Group on Fisheries

In line with my remarks at the G77 Plenary of 20 January on the need for effective thematic coordination in a challenging year, I wish to propose the establishment of an open-ended G77 Working Group to deal with Fisheries.

Background

Established by the FAO Conference in 1965, the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) is the only global inter-governmental forum where major international fisheries and aquaculture problems and issues are examined, and recommendations addressed to governments, regional fishery bodies, NGOs, and workers in the field. The COFI Secretariat also hosts relevant meetings in the area of its mandate, including technical consultations and negotiations toward binding instruments.

Purpose

The G77 Working Group would meet as needed to maintain an open line of communication among Members and with the COFI Secretariat to better identify important issues that could have an impact on Developing countries. The Secretariat of COFI has pledged their full support to this effort.

Proposed composition

Regional Groups are kindly invited to indicate one delegation to serve as coordinator (GRULAC has already done so, appointing Ecuador). A G77 coordinator could then emerge from the four Regional facilitators. In order to move quickly, the G77 Chair respectfully suggests that delegations already engaged in issues relating to Fisheries and Aquaculture could start networking immediately.

29th session of COFI

The G77 Chair has invited the COFI Secretariat to provide a brief presentation on the main agenda items for the approaching session (to take place at FAO Headquarters on 2-6 March). The next G77 Plenary will take place on or before Thursday 26 February.

Regarding the need to fill executive positions for the 29th COFI, please refer to the next two tables. The first shows the arrangements followed since the 20th session in 1993 to provide perspective; the second attempts to illustrate how the applicable positions could be filled from a G77 standpoint.

All G77 Regions and Members are most respectfully advised to provide their nominations on Friday 13 February at the latest.

	COFI Session
	Chair
	1st Vice-Chair
	Other Vice-Chairs
	Chair of the Drafting Committee

	20 (1993)
	Spain (Europe)
	Morocco (Near East)
	Thailand (Asia)

Brazil (GRULAC)

Malta (Europe)

Sweden (Europe)
	Korea (Asia)

	21 (1995)
	Morocco (Near East)
	USA (North America)
	India (Asia)

Peru (GRULAC)

Iraq (Near East)

Poland (Europe)

Australia (South West Pacific)
	Malta (Europe)

	22 (1997)
	USA (North America)
	Ghana (Africa)
	Colombia (GRULAC)

Iran (Near East)

Estonia (Europe)

Australia (South West Pacific)
	Venezuela (GRULAC)

	23 (1999)
	Ghana (Africa)
	Japan (Asia)
	Peru (GRULAC)

Sudan (Near East)

Italy (Europe)

New Zealand (South West Pacific)
	(OECD)

	24 (2001)
	Japan (Asia)
	Mexico (GRULAC)
	Tanzania (Africa)

Libya (Near East)

Malta (Europe)

Canada (North America)

Australia (South West Pacific)
	Egypt (Near East)

	25 (2003)
	Mexico (GRULAC)
	Australia (South West Pacific)
	Mauritania (Africa)

India (Asia)

Egypt (Near East)

Poland (Europe)

USA (North America)
	France (Europe)

	26 (2005)
	Australia (South West Pacific)
	Sri Lanka (Asia)
	Cameroon (Africa)

Chile (GRULAC)

Libya (Near East)

Iceland (Europe)

Canada (North America)
	South Africa (Africa)

	27 (2007)
	Sri Lanka (Asia)
	Poland (Europe)
	Tanzania (Africa)

El Salvador (GRULAC)

Iran (Near East)

Iceland (Europe)

New Zealand (South West Pacific)
	France (Europe)


	Position
	Country & Region
	Comments

	Chair
	Poland (Europe)
	(1) Already agreed.
(2) The 1st Vice-Chair becomes Chair of the following session.

	1st Vice-Chair
	Near East

Africa

GRULAC

Asia
	(1) Arranged in chronological order (i.e., Near East most recently held this post in 1993 and Asia in 2005).
(2) Ecuador has indicated that if the Near East Group and the African Regional Group were not interested in the position of 1st Vice-Chair, it could offer the name of Mr. Guillermo Morán, Vice-Minister of Fisheries (if this were the such case, a post among “other Vice-Chairs” would open for either the Near East or Africa)

	Other Vice-Chairs
	Asia

GRULAC
	(1) In chronological order.

(2) For the last three sessions the G77-OECD distribution has been 3:2, and the COFI Secretariat indicates that for the 29th session the proportion will revert to 2:3

(3) The G77 Chair feels that further consultation is needed before changing the ratio at this time, because the 29th COFI will be chaired by an OECD Member.

	Chair of the Drafting Committee
	Asia
	(1) The Drafting Committee for the 29th session will have 14 Members, including the Chair, on a 7:7 distribution between G77-OECD.

(2) The G77 should provide, as soon as possible, seven delegations for the Drafting Committee: in principle, one from Asia (as Chair), and two from each of Africa, GRULAC, and the Near East.

(3) The OECD has already confirmed Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom will join the Drafting Committee, with three nominations pending.


Proposed actions

The Working Group should start functioning without delay to maximize its effectiveness: it should gather at least once before the G77 Plenary to identify the issues that will require special attention from Developing countries at the aforementioned COFI briefing and during the 29th COFI session.

Highest consideration,

Mario Arvelo 

Chairperson of the Group of 77 – Rome Chapter

