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Re:
Establishment of an open-ended G77 Working Group on the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

In line with my remarks at the G77 Plenary of 20 January on the need for effective thematic coordination in a challenging year, I wish to propose the establishment of an open-ended G77 Working Group to deal with the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.

Background

Approved by the FAO Conference in 2001, the Treaty came into force in June 2004 to regulate the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits derived from their use.

Because of the strategic and forward-looking nature of the subject, ever-increasing knowledge of the Treaty’s structure, governance, finances, implementation, benefits, and obligations is crucial. This is especially true for Developing countries, both at each relevant Ministry and here in Rome.

Purpose

The G77 Working Group would meet as needed to gain deeper comprehension of the Treaty, and to assess emerging issues that could have an impact on Developing countries. The Secretariat of the Treaty has pledged their full support to this effort.

Proposed composition

Regional Groups are kindly invited to indicate one delegation to serve as coordinator. A G77 coordinator could then emerge from the four Regional facilitators. In order to move quickly, the G77 Chair respectfully suggests that delegations already engaged in the Treaty could start networking immediately:

	Region
	Representation in Rome
	Bureau Member (from Capital)

	Africa
	Angola
	Zambia

	Asia
	Indonesia or Pakistan
	Indonesia

	GRULAC
	Brazil or Ecuador
	Cuba

	Near East
	Egypt
	Egypt


Proposed actions

The Working Group should start functioning without delay to maximize its effectiveness: it should gather after a Briefing for Permanent Representatives (to take place in the Iran Room on Wednesday 4 February at 10:30 with interpretation to Arabic, English, French, and Spanish), and before the 3rd meeting of the Bureau, scheduled for 16-17 February.

This would allow for Developing countries to address the most relevant issues in preparation for the upcoming meetings on the Treaty. The Secretary of the Treaty is ready to provide a brief presentation to highlight key topics and answer questions from the G77.

	Meeting concerning the Treaty
	Date and time
	Venue

	Briefing for Permanent Representatives
	Wednesday 4 February, 10:30
	Iran Room

	1st meeting of the G77 Working Group (proposed)
	Between 5 and 15 February (proposed)
	To be decided

	3rd Bureau
	16-17 February
	India Room

	Workshop on the Funding Strategy
	11 March
	Geneva

	4th Advisory Committee on Funding
	11-13 March
	Geneva

	Regional consultations
	30-31 May
	Tunis

	3rd session of the Governing Body
	1-5 June
	Tunis


Essential items

Developing countries might wish to pay special attention to a number of essential items (from the Governing Body agenda for the 1-5 June meeting in Tunis), including the Financial Rules (item 7), the implementation of the Funding Strategy (item 9), the Business Plan (item 10), the relationship between the Governing Body and the Crop Diversity Trust (item 11), the procedures for the Third Party Beneficiary (item 12.1), the implementation and operation of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement (item 12.3), the implementation of Farmers’ Rights (item 14), and the adoption of the Programme of Work and Budget for the Treat in 2010-11 (item 17).

Highest consideration,

Mario Arvelo 

Chairperson of the Group of 77 – Rome Chapter

