Group of 77

Provisional Annotated Agenda

G77 Special Session on substantive issues

(FAO’s Field Programme, CFS reform, and FAO reform)
Tuesday 2 June 2009 at 10:00 in the Green Room
NB:
Responding to Members who rightly support the notion that developing countries should find the time to examine broad issues of substance, the G77 Chair sought and obtained extra-budgetary funding to cover interpretation for two three-hour Special Sessions, additional to the regular Plenary meetings held monthly. The first of these Special Sessions will take place in the morning of Tuesday 2 June and will be limited to G77 Members. The second (scheduled for the afternoon of Monday 22 June) will take the form of a G77 Seminar on FAO’s Field Programme, open to all FAO Members.
1.
FAO’s Field Programme
Members will consider the Provisional Agenda that the G77 Chair is developing in consultation with the G77 Vice-Chair and staff of the FAO Technical Cooperation Department. Regional Groups are strongly encouraged to appoint a coordinator for the issue, with a view to articulating medium- and long-term developing-country interests during the second Special Session (the G77 Seminar on the topic), and to facilitate proactive follow-up to this crucial theme during 2009 and beyond.
The G77 Seminar on FAO’s Field Programme aims to: [a] update all Permanent Representations on the FAO Field Programme as a critical tool to fulfil the Organization’s mandate, [b] address the role and responsibilities of Member States to monitor and support FAO’s Field Programme, and [c] create awareness on ways for Permanent Representations to strengthen FAO’s Field Programme through enhanced communication and constructive engagement in the governing bodies.

The themes for information and constructive dialogue for the G77 Seminar on FAO’s Field Programme would take into consideration the use of FAO Core Funds (i.e., from the regular budget) and of FAO Trust Funds (i.e., from voluntary contributions). These themes would include:
[i] Is FAO a donor-driven Organization? If such perception exists, what can be done to change it?

[ii] How is a Technical Cooperation project realized? (Request, design, approval, implementation, monitoring, follow-up/feedback, evaluation)

[iii] How does the Field Programme assist in Regional, Sub-regional, National, and local capacity- and institution-building? How can this assistance be enhanced?
[iv] How can FAO’s Field Programme help Member countries achieve the Millennium Development Goals?

[v] How can cohesiveness of the Field Programme with National development agendas be improved?

[vi] What are the linkages between normative work and the Field Programme?

[vii] Priority setting and sustainability: projects vs. programmes. FAO as operator of small-scale projects.

[viii] How can communication and partnerships be enhanced between Headquarters, Permanent Representations, Decentralized Offices, and Relevant Ministries?

[ix] The Field Programme in the context of FAO reform.

[x] Further questions and future prospects.
2.
Committee on World Food Security
G77 Members will discuss the way forward in the ongoing process of reforming and strengthening the CFS. Regional Groups are strongly encouraged to appoint a coordinator for the issue, with a view to better identify and articulate developing-country interests in the CFS Bureau, in the CFS Contact Group, and in the CFS itself, both in preparation for the 35th session and beyond.

3.
FAO reform
G77 Members will discuss the way forward in the ongoing FAO reform process in light of the upcoming meetings of WG-1 and WG-2 (Wednesday 3); WG-1-2-3 and WG 1-3 (Thursday 4); and WG 1-2-3, CoC-IEE, and CoC-IEE Bureau (Friday 5).
