CL 135/10: Report of the Thirty-fourth Session of the Committee on World Food Security

I. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS
During the last session of the meeting, the Committee elected by acclamation the members of the incoming CFS Bureau: H.E. Doña Maria del Carmen Squeff, Counsellor, Alternate Permanent Representative of Argentina to FAO as Chairperson, and Mr Hugo Verbist, Counsellor, Alternate Permanent Representative of Belgium to FAO; Mr Ibrahim Abu Atileh, Agricultural Attaché, Alternate Permanent Representative of Jordan to FAO; H.E. Jean-Pierre Rafazy-Andriamihaingo, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Madagascar to FAO and Mr Vladimir Kuznetsov, Minister Counsellor, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to FAO, as Vice-Chairpersons. (para 5)
II. ASSESSMENT OF THE WORLD FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION SITUATION

The Committee also noted the lack of progress in meeting the World Food Summit goal, even before the impact of high food prices. (para 6)

Members during their deliberations:

• supported a functional twin-track approach that addresses both long-term structural issues and policies that affect food security, as well as short term measures to meet immediate needs;

• called for increased support to smallholder farmers in order to increase productivity, food and agricultural production and reduce rural poverty;

• expressed concern that high food prices hurt women-headed households disproportionately and recognised the importance of the role of women in food production and food security;

• emphasised increased attention to fragile states;

• emphasised the need for further steps in liberalizing international trade in agriculture and reduce trade barriers and market distorting policies that limit the ability of agricultural producers particularly in developing countries to increase access to world markets;

• noted that there are challenges and opportunities associated with production of biofuels;

• underlined the importance of the Voluntary Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in promoting food security;

• urged that all resource commitments made to deal with the food security crisis be fulfilled in a timely manner;

• expressed concern that the implications of the global financial crisis will negatively impact the food security situation; (para 8) 

Recommendations for FAO:

• Ensure, through analysis and informed advocacy that both short and long term food security concerns and agriculture remain a priority on the global political agenda independently of the movements in food prices;

• Strengthen its work on gender issues, and the role of women in food production;

• Provide analysis into the possible effects of the financial crisis on food security as well as the role of speculation on price increases;

• Foster discussion on the various aspects of biofuels;

• Strengthen its work on the implications of trade distortions in agricultural markets;

• Analyse constraints to pathways out of poverty for smallholder farmers and the implications for national and international policies;

• Expand its work on fragile states and early warning systems;

• Promote the inclusion of the Voluntary Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in national food security policies and strategies. (para 9)

III. INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE AGAINST HUNGER
Members generally welcomed the proposals for the Resource Mobilization Strategy (RMS) given in CFS:2008/4, especially in support of NAAHs, stressing the need to secure longterm funding. Members commended the report and agreed that further efforts are needed to raise awareness and visibility of the work done by the Alliance and to improve its structure and governance. (para 11)

V. PROPOSALS TO ENHANCE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY / NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (CSOs/NGOs) IN THE COMMITTEE ON WORLD FOOD SECURITY
The Secretariat presented proposals to enhance CSO/NGO participation in CFS Sessions.

The Committee welcomed the proposals in the document CFS:2008/5, especially those in paragraph 26. (para 14-15) 

VI. PROPOSALS TO STRENGTHEN THE COMMITTEE ON WORLD FOOD SECURITY (CFS) TO MEET NEW CHALLENGES
The CFS Secretariat presented two sets of proposals, which strive towards more focused, policy-oriented CFS Sessions (CFS:2008/6). The first set of measures, described in paragraph 37, were implemented on a trial basis and de facto endorsed in this Session: length of CFS sessions, focussing discussion on a central theme regarding food security, streamlining the report of the drafting committee to focus on action items and the tenure and participation of the CFS Bureau. The second set of proposals, described in paragraph 38 concerned recommendations to be further developed and introduced later. 
Except for the issue of timing and frequency of meetings, the other recommendations were generally supported by the Committee. The Committee agreed that the final decision should be taken on timing and frequency by the 35th Special Session of the FAO Conference in November 2008. (para 16-17)
