REPORT OF THE EIGHTY-THIRD SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL MATTERS (CCLM)
Rome, 29 – 30 September 2008
ITEM 2: ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON

Mr. Julio Fiol (Chile) as Chairperson  
Mr. Theo van Banning (Netherlands) as Vice-Chairperson [par.2]
The Committee decided to open the meeting to silent observers but noting that the Committee might not open meetings for specific topics. [par.3]
ITEM 3: PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF AMENDMENTS TO THE BASIC TEXTS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE IMMEDIATE PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE FOLLOW-UP TO THE INDEPENDENT EXTERNAL EVALUATION OF FAO

What is being referred to as the “Basic Texts” is actually comprehensive set of legal instruments of different natured contained in two volumes. 
· Volume I comprises the Constitution of FAO, the General Rules of the Organization, the Financial Regulations, as well as the Rules of Procedure of the Council and committees of the Council 
· Volume II includes a number of resolutions and decisions of the Conference on important matters. [par.6]
Matters need to be distinguished as those that have to be addressed as soon as possible after the Special Session of the Conference either because of their importance, or because of any decisions of the Conference that some amendments should be adopted as a matter of priority, or where the Basic Texts as they stand could constitute impediments to the implementation of agreed actions, and matters that could be addressed subsequently. [par.7]
The General Rules of the Organization and the Financial Regulations implement the basic provisions of the Constitution and must be consistent with the constitution provisions. The Rules of Procedure of the Council and of the committees must also be consistent with that framework. The CCLM stressed that this could imply in some cases a particular sequence in the process of amendment of the Basic Texts. [par.8]
The CCLM examined the document CCLM 83/2- Add.1. Two specific issues were brought to the attention of the secretariat 
1. the issue of the reporting lines of the technical committees of the Council
a. The CCLM noted that such reporting lines are set forth in Article V, paragraph 6 of the Constitution whereby the Council is assisted by the technical committees and that these committees report to the Council. 
b. It proposed that the recommendation that they should report on programme and budget matters to the Council and on policy and regulatory matters to the Conference be implemented immediately, notwithstanding the provisions of the Constitution. [par.14]
c. The CCLM noted that under Article IV, paragraph 5 for the sake of clarity, it would be preferable that the Conference resolution under discussion make provision for the technical committees to report immediately to the Conference on policy and regulatory matters and to the Council on programme and budget matters. [par.16]


Committee examined two options to address this matter. 

i. Given the proposed schedule of sessions of the technical committees no difficulties would arise in practice as it would be possible anyways to refer the reports to the Council and to the Conference through the Council.

ii. Pending the adoption of an amendment to Article V, paragraph 6 of the Constitution, the committees would report directly both to the Council and the Conference on the respective areas concerned, provided that this should be explicitly mentioned in the Conference resolution under negotiation. [par.13-15]

2. The proposed change in the budget process and structure 
a. CCLM noted that it was envisages that the Organization should develop during the course of 2009 a Strategic Framework, a Medium-Term Plan 2010-13 and a Programme of Work and Budget 2010-11.

b. CCLM recommended that the proposed changes to the planning and budgetary process be implemented immediately after the adoption of the Immediate Plan of Action and that this be reflected in the Conference resolution adopting the Immediate Plan of Action. [par.18]

CCLM concurred with a proposal that proposed amendments be examined at its forthcoming session on the basis of thematic areas as identified in document CCLM 83/2 or in line with the recommendations of the Immediate Plan of Action the secretariat could submit for review by the CCLM sequential sets of documents containing proposed amendments to the Basic Texts. After the forthcoming Special Session of the Conference it should have an informal meeting at the end of November 2008, which would allow the secretariat and the Members to have a better idea of the work to be accomplished. 22[par.20]
The CCLM reviewed a number of thematic areas where amendments to the Basic Texts would be required. The following areas were identified in a preliminary manner: (a) reporting lines of the technical committees (on programme and budget matters to the Council and on policy and regulatory matters to the Conference); (b) term of office and election procedures of the Director-General; (c) changes in the budget process and structure, including related matters such as change in the date of regular session of the Conference; (d) status of the Regional Conferences; 9e) election and composition of the Council, Programme and Finance Committees and the CCLM; (f) respective functions of the Conference and Council, role of the Independent Chairperson of the Council, functions of the Programme and Finance Committees; (g) silent observers at sessions of the committees of restricted membership and (h) evaluation and audit function. 23

ITEM 4: OTHER MATTERS
There were no other matters
ITEM 5: ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

The CCLM adopted this report on 30 September 2008. [par.27]
