
CL 136/5 Report of the Twenty-First Session of the Committee on Agriculture (COAG)
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

· Chairperson: Mr Fazil Düşünceli of the Republic of Turkey 

· V-Chairperson: His Excellency Carlos Leyton Muñoz of the Republic of Peru as 

· Second V-Chairperson: Ms Fiona Bartlett of Australia 

· Chairperson of Drafting Committee: Mr Ibrahim Abu Atileh of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

ELEMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK AND MEDIUM-TERM PLAN (MTP) 2010-2013 OF RELEVANCE TO COAG

Further cross-organizational collaboration was encouraged of the results-based framework. The Committee noted the need for improvement of indicators, targets, assumptions, risks and baselines, this being work in progress. The Committee requested that more visibility be given to the role of partnerships. [par.8]

FAO was recognized as a neutral forum for the development of knowledge based standards. Members of the Committee also reaffirmed the importance of FAO’s role in capacity building and the dissemination of research knowledge to the member countries. The Committee underlined that FAO has an important role in the development of policies and instruments. Several members requested that more visibility be given to addressing climate change, particularly in Strategic Objective A (Crops). Members supported the importance of the sustainable use of natural resources and the development of national adaptation plans. [par.9-10]

Strategic Objective D (Food quality and safety) was fully supported. In line with this, it was mentioned that financial support to developing country participation in the standards development should be improved. [par.12]

With respect to Strategic Objective F (Natural resources), it was requested that FAO support the development of a global early warning system on the quality and quantity of water in agriculture.

The Committee noted that the issues related to smallholder farming and rural development should be adequately addressed and strengthened in the Strategic Objective. [par.13-14]

LIVESTOCK POLICY AND INSTITUTIONAL CHANGE FOR POVERTY REDUCTION

Livestock sector development approach a) infrastructure provision and technology transfer, and b) institutional changes within a supportive policy framework. The Committee stressed that livestock sector policy needs to be part of a broader policy umbrella and that a participatory approach to policy formulation is called for. The Committee urged that FAO allocate a greater share of total available resources to supporting member countries in the formulation of livestock sector policies, plans and programmes and in leveraging resources for their implementation. The Committee particularly stressed the importance of South-South cooperation in livestock sector development. A significant number of Members made reference to the importance of transboundary and vector-borne animal diseases as major constraints to livestock sector development. [par.16-23]
AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES OF THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY: A STRATEGIC APPROACH FOR FAO

The Committee unanimously shared the view that the agriculture and environmental imperatives must be simultaneously tackled. [par.25]

The Committee stressed that an ecosystem approach be adopted in agricultural management in order to achieve sustainable agriculture that promotes agroecosystem diversification and soil carbon sequestration. The committee endorsed the proposal that public and private investments be made in agroecological research, at both national and international levels. [par.27]
The Committee recommended that FAO strengthen its inter-disciplinary capacity in climate change adaptation and mitigation. The Committee requested that FAO monitors the impact of climate change on agriculture and food security and develops a pro-poor approach to its assistance, especially in rainfed areas. [par.28]

The Committee supported a results-oriented international dialogue on biofuels in the context of food security and sustainable development, without however, duplicating ongoing work and/or creating new institutional structures.

[par.30]

Some Committee members urged that forestry issues be incorporated in a cross-disciplinary manner. [par.31]

ENGAGING THE PRIVATE SECTOR IN AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

Members emphasized the importance of creating enabling environments for the private sector, and the importance of public-private partnerships. The Committee agreed with the priority action areas at the national level for engaging the private sector in agricultural development. Members identified specific areas that would benefit from FAO support such as contract farming, microfinance and databanks on potential private sector partners. The Committee asked FAO to provide information on results of the private sector consultation held early in 2009, and on how FAO is now cooperating with the private sector. The Committee concluded that FAO should provide support to its Members for engaging the private sector in agricultural development. [par.33-37]

THE WAY FORWARD
The Committee expressed satisfaction at the arrangements in place for the sessions of CCP and COAG. Members welcomed the special segment on livestock and considered that the Committee should focus on substantive topics pertaining to agriculture. [par.40-41]
The Committee proposed for consideration the possibility of electing the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairpersons at the end of every biennial session, so as to enhance the effectiveness of COAG. [par.43]

The Committee supported the proposal that the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons should act as a bureau during the inter-sessional period in order to prepare the work of the Committee and liaise with the secretariate, as appropriate. [par.44]

The Committee agreed with the proposals regarding a keynote speaker and underlined the value of side events, although these were not part of the proceedings. [par.45]

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION

Next session will be in Rome in 2010. The exact date would be determined by the Director-General in consultation with the Chairperson. [par.49]

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

The Report was adopted on Saturday 25 April 2009  

G77 Consultants

www.fao.org/g77

