EB 2009/96/R.25: President’s report on proposed grants under the global/regional grants window to non-CGIAR-supported international centres
I. Introduction
This report recommends the provision of IFAD support to the research and training programmes of the following non-CGIAR-supported international centres: Confederation of Family Farmer Producer Organisations (COPROFAM) set up by the Common Market of the South (MERCOSUR), Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), International Development Research Centre (IDRC), and the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD). 

The overarching strategic objectives that drive the IFAD Policy for Grant Financing, which was approved by the Executive Board in December 2003, are: (a) Promoting pro-poor research on innovative community-based approaches and technological options to enhance field-level impact; and/or (b) Building pro-poor capacities of partner institutions, including community-based organisations and NGO’s. The specific aims of IFAD’s grant support relate to: (a) the Fund’s target groups and their household food-security strategies; (b) technologies that build on traditional local/indigenous knowledge systems, are gender-responsive, and enhance and diversify the productive potential of resource-poor farming systems; (c) access to productive assets; (d) the sustainable and productive management of natural resources; (e) a policy framework at both the local and the national level that provides the rural poor with a conducive incentive structure to improve their productivity and reduce their dependence on transfers; (f) access to transparent and competitive input/product markets and making these work for the poor primary producers; and (g) an institutional framework within which institutions can provide services to the economically vulnerable, according to their comparative advantage. Within this framework, IFAD’s grant financing supports commodity-based approaches for self-targeting among the rural poor. Finally, IFAD’s grant programme fosters the establishment and strengthening of networks for pro-poor knowledge generation and exchange, which in turn enhances the Fund’s own capacity to establish long-term strategic linkages with its development partners and to multiply the effect of its grant-financed research and capacity-building programmes.
II. Recommendation

I recommend that the Executive Board approve the proposed grants in terms of the following resolutions:

RESOLVED: that the Fund, in order to finance, in part, the Strengthening Rural Organizations for Policy Dialogue in South America programme, shall make a grant for an amount of US$416,000 to the MERCOSUR Confederation of Family Farmer Producer Organizations (COPROFAM) for a three-year programme upon such terms and conditions as shall be substantially in accordance with the terms and conditions presented to the Executive Board herein.

FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Fund, in order to finance, in part, The Rural Hub: Supporting Rural Development and Food Security in Western and Central Africa, shall make a grant not exceeding US$1,500,000 to the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) for a three-year programme upon such terms and conditions as shall be substantially in accordance with the terms and conditions presented to the Executive Board herein.

FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Fund, in order to finance, in part, the Smallholder Poultry Development Programme, shall make a grant not exceeding US$600,000 to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) for a threeyear programme upon such terms and conditions as shall be substantially in accordance with the terms and conditions presented to the Executive Board herein.

FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Fund, in order to finance, in part, the Knowledge Access for Rural Inter-connected People – Phase II (KariaNet II), shall make a grant not exceeding US$1,500,000 to the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) for a three-year and six-month programme upon such terms and conditions as shall be substantially in accordance with the terms and conditions presented to the Executive Board herein.

FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Fund, in order to finance, in part, the Programme on Livelihoods and Ecosystem Services in the Himalayas: Enhancing Adaptation Capacity and Resilience of the Poor to Climate and Socio-economic Changes, shall make a grant not exceeding US$1,500,000 to the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) for a three-year programme upon such terms and conditions as shall be substantially in accordance with the terms and conditions presented to the Executive Board herein. 
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