EB 2009/96/R.26: PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON A PROPOSED GRAND UNDER THE COUNTRY-SPECIFIC GRANTS WINDOW TO THE INTERNATIONAL RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE (IRRI) FOR SUPPORT TO AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH FOR CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION IN BANGLADESH
This report is submitted on a proposed grant under the country-specific grants window to the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) in the amount of US$700,000.

I. Introduction

The overarching strategic objectives that drive the IFAD Policy for Grant Financing are: (a) Promoting pro-poor research on innovative approaches and technological options to enhance field-level impact; and/or (b) Building pro-poor capacities of partner institutions, including community-based organizations and NGOs. Deriving from these objectives and those of the IFAD Strategic Framework 2007-2010, the specific aims of IFAD’s grant support relate to: (a) the Fund’s target groups and their household food security strategies; (b) technologies that build on traditional local/indigenous knowledge systems, are gender-responsive, and enhance and diversify the productive potential of resource-poor farming systems; (c) access to productive assets; (d) the sustainable and productive management of natural resources; (e) a policy framework that provides the rural poor with a conducive incentive structure to improve their productivity and reduce their dependence on transfers; (f) access to transparent and competitive input/product markets and making these work for the poor primary producers; and (g) an institutional framework within which institutions can provide services to the economically vulnerable, according to their comparative advantage. 

The grant proposed in this document responds to the foregoing strategic objectives in that it aims to increase the farm output and income of small and marginal farmers living in selected coastal saline areas and enhance their ability to adapt to the adverse effects of climate change and food price inflation through the development and adoption of improved farming systems.

II. Recommendation

RESOLVED: that the Fund, in order to finance, in part, Support to Agricultural Research for Climate Change Adaptation in Bangladesh, shall make a grant not exceeding US$700,000 to the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) for a three-year project upon such terms and conditions as shall be substantially in accordance with the terms and conditions presented to the Executive Board herein.
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