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The Rome Chapter of the G77 & China held its first Plenary meeting of the year 2014, 
with the main purpose of carrying out the Handover of its Chairmanship. The meeting 
was attended by Member States of the G-77 and China accredited to the 3 Rome-based 
United Nations Agencies for Food and Agriculture. The Deputy Director General, Ms. Maria 
Helena Semedo, was also present at the handover plenary in representation of Mr. José 
Graziano da Silva, Director General of FAO. 

At the end of her tenure, Ms. Gothami Indikadahena, Minister and Permanent 
Representative of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, Chairperson of the G-77 & 
China – Rome Chapter during 2013, presented a detailed report of the main 
accomplishment of the Group during the past year. Her report showed successful 
negotiations processes in challenging contexts and she thanked Members for their 
unconditional support received during her mandate. She emphasized that unity and 
solidarity for the development of the South are the greatest hallmarks and indeed the pillars 
of the Group of 77 & China. 

Afterwards, Ms. Gothami Indikadahena handed over the Chairmanship to H.E 
Ambassador Dominique Awono Essama, Permanent Representative of the Republic 
of Cameroon, who will be leading the Group during 2014.  

H.E. Dominique Awono Essama expressed his sincere gratitude to the Government of 
President Paul Biya of Cameroon, to G-77 and China Members for the trust and confidence 
placed in proposing Cameroon and himself to guide the Group. He also thanked the 
Director General of FAO for the continuing support to the Group, and congratulated Ms. 
Gothami Indikadahena for her excellent work carried out as Chairperson of the G77 & China 
– Rome Chapter during 2013. 

During his initial speech, he underlined the importance of strengthen and consolidate the 
achievements during this important year in which the Group of 77 & China is celebrating its 
50th Anniversary.  

Members of the Group expressed their strong appreciation to Ms. Gothami 
Indikadahena for her outstanding steering of the Group during 2013 and recognized the 
important achievements in different fields for the benefit of G-77 and China countries, 
under her leadership. Members also welcomed the incoming Chairperson, H.E. 
Dominique Awono Essama, expressing their full support, and reaffirming their 
willingness to cooperate with the Chairmanship in the future challenges, during his tenure. 
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