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Our Ref.:
FAO/SARD-M



The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations presents its compliments to Permanent Representations and Embassies of its Members and has the honour to extend an invitation to attend a meeting with the project for a Sustainable Agricultural and Rural Development in Mountain regions (SARD-M project), which will be held on 27 May 2009 from 15.00 to 16.30 hours in the Lebanon room.

This project aims to facilitate the design, implementation and evaluation of new policies for Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development in Mountain regions. To date the project has worked with 15 countries to assess policies that relate to mountain areas, as well as institutions and processes that affect populations from these areas. The main findings of these assessments (2005 – 2007) will be presented during the meeting; they highlight instances when strategies have weaknesses, or where there is a lack of continuity in implementation, or lack of information, or when institutions need capacity development to respond to evolving issues. The findings also identify emerging issues, such as paying for environmental services (e.g. Carbon sequestration, the provision of clean water, biodiversity or heritage management). For the next four years the SARD-M project will address these issues, through the promotion of environmental services payment, improving food security for men and women living in mountain regions, as well as sustainable environmental protection measures. The major output in 2013 will be the publication of a global report with recommendations and guidelines that will assist decision makers in supporting sustainable remuneration of positive externalities in mountain regions.
...

The Provisional Agenda for the Meeting is attached hereto, as well as a Summary describing the Project. Kindly confirm attendance at the meeting to: jean.gault@fao.org or tel: 06-57054204. Further information can be found on the Website: http://www.fao.org/sard/sard-m/.

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent Representations and Embassies of its Members the assurance of its highest consideration.











Rome, 28 April 2009 
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