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B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  K E Y  M E S S A G E S

How can FAO make its distinctive, extensive and often complex role in policy and governance support work more easily 
understood by member countries, staff, partners and other stakeholders across the world? What can be done to increase 
awareness and uptake of FAO policy perspectives? And how can FAO adapt its policy presentations to the fast-paced world  
of social media and on-line communities? The new FAO web-based Policy Portal responds to all these needs and more.  
The product of a broad collaboration among more than 50 policy practitioners across SPs and technical divisions, the portal 
presents the most salient policy, and policy-enabling work, taking place across FAO. 

The Policy Portal: 

1 Presents the scope and variety of FAO policy and governance work and shows the organization enabling  
policy dialogue at multiple levels and at all stages in the policy cycle through its many intergovernmental and  
multi-stakeholder mechanisms;

2 Shows, through videos, case studies and reports, FAO strengthening its country-level focus to enable countries to have a 
greater policy impact, particularly in the implementation of national policies and programs to achieve the SDGs; 

3 Improves the online visibility of FAO policy support work in all FAO languages, and features FAO policy guidance, briefs, 
norms, standards, data, analysis, tools and other resources for its many stakeholders;

4 Supports FAORs, liaison offices and policy practitioners across the organization who need to understand, distil and 
disseminate key FAO policy messages across a wide range of topics; and

5 Is owned by FAO Community of Policy Practitioners (CoPP), led by the SPLs and RSPCs under the Strategic Framework, 
 and curated by ESD in partnership with DDN, OCC, OHRL and CIO.
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P O L I C Y  P O R TA L  C O N T E N T S

The Policy Portal is designed to present a comprehensive 
overview, and a common point of access for all FAO  
policy work. 

The homepage and six principal tabs are:

HOMEPAGE:  Presents, through 6 headline tabs,  
a comprehensive overview of FAO policy roles and perspectives. 
A twitter feed (FAO #Policy Tweets) aids dissemination of  
FAO policy views on social media.

VISION:  Highlights the priority assigned to policy work for 
achieving both the FAO Strategic Objectives and for maximizing 
the contribution of food and agriculture to the SDGs. Features 
policy messages from FAO senior management, and outlines 
FAO distinctive approaches to policy and governance support.

POLICY THEMES:  Presents 25 policy theme pages  
drafted with SP subject matter experts. Each includes key  
policy messages, a 3-minute video, and links to partners, 
resources and SDG goals.

GOVERNANCE:  Describes the FAO approach to global  
and country-level governance work and the importance of  
this cross-cutting theme in all our policy  
and programmatic work. 

MECHANISMS: Provides a search engine for  
accessing information on over 160 major FAO-sponsored  
or -enabled global or regional alliances, forums, partnerships 
and platforms.

RESOURCES: Offers a customized search engine to improve 
access to over 200 FAO featured policy resources including 
ones selected by SP teams (policy briefs, videos, tools, webinars, 
reports, books etc.). 

NEWS: Provides summaries and links on policy relevant  
FAO news, new resources, events, Tweets etc.  

The event will be webcast at http://intranet.fao.org/stream/?id=4264

F O R  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N

policy-support@fao.org
#policy
#governance


