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Trinidad

• Most southern 
island

• Population: 1.4 M

• Economy: Oil and 
gas driven

– Agriculture: < 2% 
GDP

• Mixed population

• Rich culture



Soil 
Resources

• Survey 1960-70s

• Scale 1:150,000 and 
1:25,000

• Soil categorization

– A1-A4: soils of the alluvial 
plains and valleys

– B1-B2: soils of the terraces

– C1-C4: soils of the uplands

• Soil orders

– All major 12 orders

• Digitized



Profile Description and Properties

• A1 - Deep cultivated beach 
sand with free internal 
drainage

• A2 - Deep hydromorphic soils 
with restricted internal 
drainage

• A3 - Deep alluvial soils with 
free internal drainage

• A4 - Deep alluvial soils with 
restricted internal drainage

A1-A4



Profile Description and Properties

• B1 - Terrace soils 
with free internal 
drainage

• B2 - Terrace soils 
with restricted 
internal drainage

B1-B2





Profile Description and Properties

• C1 - Soils of the intermediate 
uplands with free internal 
drainage

• C2 - Soils of the intermediate 
uplands with restricted 
internal drainage

• C3 - High upland soils with 
free internal drainage 

• C4 - High upland soils with 
restricted internal drainage

C1-C4



Land 
Capability





Erosion Influence on Capability



Water Influence on Capability



Soil Issues
• Low organic matter

• Low stability

• Soil sealing and 
crusting

• Low Quality

• Soil loss-erosion

• Mass wasting



Elements of Degradation

• EROSION

– Soil physical condition

– Deforestation

– Quarrying

– Inappropriate 
agricultural practices

• Chemical

– Acidity due to 
monoculture

– Hydrocarbon pollution





Actions and Activities

• Focus on social 
effects

– Landslides

– Flooding

• Development of 
policies and laws

• Signatory to many 
conventions

• Ministerial focus on 
erosion





Opportunities
• Distinction between 

soil and land

• Soil information 
system

• Erosion modeling

– UWI efforts

• Conservation focus, 
training and 
implementation

• Regional effort
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