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1. Why soils in the agenda again? 



SOIL IS A LIMITED NATURAL RESOURCE 

“Because it is everywhere, we tend to overlook the fact that 
soil is a limited natural resource”.  





PROVISSION OF ECOSYSTEM SERVICES BY SOILS 



Land degradation affects soil health 



SYSTEMS AT RISK (SOLAW) 

B 

- A series of land and water systems now face the risk of 

progressive breakdown of their productive capacity 

(driven by demographic pressure and unsustainable 

agricultural practices).  



STATUS ON FOOD INSECURITY 2012 

- Globally, the hunger people fell by 

132 million since 1990. Proportion of 

the hungry went from 23.2% to 

14.9%. 

- This means that if we set up our 

efforts we can still reach the MDG of 

halving the proportion of hungry by 

2015. 

- Hunger however has risen in Africa 

and in Near East. 83 million more 

undernourished in this region since 

1990. 

- SOFI shows that progress in reducing 

hunger has stalled since 2007.  



STATUS ON FOOD INSECURITY 2012 



2. Challenges to soil resources 



Towards 2050: population growth will 
be accompanied by unprecedented 

rates of urbanization and demand of 
increased ecosystem services (under a 
changing climate). This will put further 
pressure on natural resources (soils). 



food 

production 

needs 

+60% 
globally 

+100% 
in developing 

countries 

Towards 2050: food demand 



SOILS ARE UNDER INCREASING PRESSURE 



3. How soils are perceived now? 



“Soils are considered a second –tier priority at the decision making/taking level” 
 
• Apart from soil scientists and farmers, there is a lack of knowledge about the 

importance of this resource (not only for its role in agriculture, but beyond) from 
civil society to decision takers.  

 
• Soil investment, in the different areas is far comparing with the needs.  

 
• Soil degradation is increasing in terms of status and area, but yet soils (hidden 

resource) keeps providing us with services and goods.  
 
• Soil scientists are becoming scarce, need to develop capacities and make this 

profession atractive.  
 

• An interdisciplinary perspective is needed, the crosscutting issue of soils has to be in 
the centre of agricultural and environmental development processes.  
 

WHERE WE ARE TODAY? 



4. Towards a Global Soil Partnership 



SUSTAINABLE INTENSIFICATION OF AGRICULTURE 

B 



• Improve  global coordination and governance 
of the world’s soil resources through an 
intergovernmental  mechanism;  

• Put national and regional needs in the centre. 

• Involve local institutions and communities to 
create ownership. 

• Catalyse effective and coordinated soils 
policies and investments to guarantee 
healthy productive soils for food security and 
sustained ecosystem services.  

 

Why a Global Soil Partnership? 



• Improve 

Why a Global Soil Partnership? 



GSP Officially Endorsed by 193 countries 

• During the last COAG 23 Session, the 
Committee, 193 member countries to FAO 
endorsed the establishment of the Global 
Soil Partnership, and welcomed the update 
provided by the Secretariat.  

 

 

 

• At the 145 FAO Council the GSP ToRs have 
approved and country members of FAO urged 
its implementation.  

 



• The vision of the GSP is to improve governance of the limited soil 

resources of the planet in order to guarantee healthy and productive soils 

for a food secure world, as well as support other essential ecosystem 

services, in accordance with the sovereign right of each State over its 

natural resources. The GSP should become an interactive and responsive 
partnership. 

GSP Vision 



Structure of the GSP 



GSP Pillars of Action  

1. Promote sustainable management of soil resources and improved global 
governance for soil protection and sustainable productivity; 

2. Encourage investment, technical cooperation, policy, education awareness and 
extension in soils;  

3. Promote targeted soil research and development focusing on identified gaps, 
priorities and synergies among economic/productive, environmental and social 
dimensions;  

 4. Enhance the quality and availability of soil data 
and information: collection, analysis, validation, 
reporting, monitoring, integration with other 
disciplines; 

5. Harmonize and establish voluntary guidelines of 
methods, measurements and indicators for soil 
protection and sustainable management. 

 



ESTABLISHMENT OF REGIONAL SOIL 
PARTNERSHIPS 

 

Nanjing, China  

8-11 February 2012 
Amman, Jordan 1-5 April 2012 

Mar del Plata, Argentina  

16-20 April 2012 



STATUS OF GLOBAL AND REGIONAL SOIL INFORMATION 

With the current global and regional soil 
information available, the soil science 
community is limited in its capacity to 
provide accurate and updated information 
to the different soil users. 

 

Considering the challenges of food security, 
climate change adaptation and mitigation, 
and further provision of ecosystem services, 
the soil science community should clearly 
respond to the natural needs for improved, 
up-to-date, quantitative and applied soil 
data and information. 



GSP IN AFRICA 

Establishment of Africa Soil Partnership 

As per logistics, language, thematic and financial considerations, it is planned to 
implement two launch meetings in Africa: 

 

 GSP launch meeting in West and Central Africa:  

 - Launch and establish the GSP in Western and Central Africa 

 - Identify needs and priorities for action for the regional partnership  

 GSP launch meeting in Eastern-Southern Africa: 

 April 2013.  

 




