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SOILS ARE IMPORTANT! 

- Basis for the provision of food, fibre, fuel and medicinal products.

- Stores and releases water, both for plant grow and water supply.

- Greatest pool of soil organic carbon.

- Regulates carbon, oxygen and plant nutrient cycles (N, P, K, Ca, Mg, etc).

- Sustains biological activity, diversity and productivity.

- Habitat for seeds dispersion and dissemination of the gene pool.

- Central role in buffering, filtering and moderation of the hydrological cycle.

- Platform for urban settlement and as material for construction.



PROVISSION OF ECOSYSTEM SERVICES BY SOILS



GENERAL PERCEPTION ABOUT SOILS

“Because it is everywhere, we tend to overlook the fact that
soil is a limited natural resource”.

 Soils are always there, not like water that once
scarce, it has serious implications for life!

 Why to invest on soils if there is no visible needs
such as in a drought?

 Soils just need some fertilizer and they will produce
enough food.

 There are vast extensions of soils that could be
used for many uses.

 Soil information plays a crucial role in reverting this
wrong perception. An indicator of soil health on time?



STATUS OF FOOD INSECURITY 2013



Land degradation affects soil health



Concerning issues:

• Lack of awareness/education strategies about the importance of soils at all levels.

• There was a vacuum on global soil governance (there was no convention, panel, etc….).

• Soil data/information is dispersed, fragmented, outdated, difficult to compare, not accessible
and not addressing the demands and user needs;

• Soil knowledge is very technical and is addressing only soil scientists, therefore not of use for
policy development or for use in an integrated approach.

• Very low investment in soil management, conservation and restoration.

• There is no compatibility or integration of policies with other thematic areas and with other
bodies working on sustainable development.

ANSWERS SO FAR……..  



CHALLENGES AHEAD 

+60%

Globally increase on food 

production and also ecosystem 

services……..

Population growth

Further Pressure on

for



The global agenda provides a
great opportunity for soil
resources as its sustainable
management is a key element for
its achievement.



GLOBAL SOIL PARTNERSHIP



• The Vision of the GSP is the improvement
of the global governance of the limited soil
resources of the planet in order to guarantee
healthy and productive soils for a food secure
world, as well as sustain other ecosystem
services on which our livelihoods and
societies depend including water regulation
and supply, climate regulation, biodiversity
conservation and other cultural services.

GSP Vision



GSP Pillars of Action 

1. Promote sustainable management of soil resources and improved global
governance for soil protection and sustainable productivity;

2. Encourage investment, technical cooperation, policy, education awareness and
extension in soils;

3. Promote targeted soil research and development focusing on identified gaps,
priorities and synergies among economic/productive, environmental and social
dimensions;

4. Enhance the quality and availability of soil data
and information: collection, analysis, validation,
reporting, monitoring, integration with other
disciplines;

5. Harmonize and establish voluntary guidelines of
methods, measurements and indicators for soil
protection and sustainable management.



Structure of the GSP



FIRST GSP PLENARY ASSEMBLY

The first GSP Plenary Assembly (11-12 June 2013, at FAO) was a milestone as a number of crucial
decisions for supporting soils were taken:

 Approval of the Rules of Procedure of the GSP

 Establishment of the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils

 Support towards the celebration of World Soil Day and the International Year of Soils 2015

 Establishment of the Healthy Soils Trust Fund

 Request for the development and implementation of Plans of Action

 Establishment of Regional Soil Partnerships



WHAT IS ITPS ? 

 The first Plenary Assembly of the Global Soil

Partnership endorsed the list of 27 experts
and approved the establishment of the first

Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils.

 Aim: provide scientific and technical advice

and guidance on global soil issues primarily to

the GSP, and in relation to specific requests

submitted by global or regional institutions.

 Members of the ITPS are experts appointed for

a term of 2 years renewable for one additional

term.



FIRST MEETING OF ITPS: SUMMARY AND RESULTS

The first meeting of the Intergovernmental Panel on Soils was held 

at FAO Headquarters (Rome) on 22-26 July 2013.

Election of Chair:

The Panel elected Dr. Luca Montanarella as

Chairperson to serve for a period of two years.

Item 7.1. Soils and the Post Rio+20 SDGs: A brief on Soils has been prepared as 
an input for the Post 2015 process. A working group has been established for 
contributing to the ongoing process.

Item 7.2 Support to the GSP Pillars of Action: The Draft Plan of Action for
Pillar 4 was endorsed by the ITPS. The remaining Plans of Actions will be
developed following the agreed Rules of Procedure under the leadership
of the Secretariat. Certain ITPS Members joined specific Pillars for
contributing to the development of their Plans of action .



WORLD SOIL DAY AND INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF 
SOILS 2015

The 38th FAO Conference adopted the following Resolutions requesting
that:

 5 December be declared World Soil Day

 2015 be declared International Year of Soils
For final endorsement at UNGA during these days.

2015



REGIONAL SOIL PARTNERSHIPS



REGIONAL SOIL PARTNERSHIPS-FUNCTIONS

 facilitate interactive consultative processes (within and across borders) involving a range of entities and

stakeholders: e.g. national authorities and programmes in charge of soil management, soil survey institutions,

scientific societies, and groups of soil scientists working on issues of land resources, climate change and

biodiversity;

 interact with regional soil science societies and other mechanisms established under various conventions;

 discuss and provide guidance on regional goals and priorities as regards soils, and the required

implementation mechanisms, including regular reviews of progress in reaching common objectives and

targets;

 catalyze cooperation within the region; potential areas of focus where RSPs seem particularly well placed to

do so include: 1) technology transfer, especially in terms of sharing information on successful sustainable soil

management measures where countries face similar soil conditions and issues; and 2) capacity building,

including the identification of opportunities for “in-kind” contributions to the organization of training events

(facilities, south-south exchanges of experts, etc…).



Establishment of Regional Soil Partnerships

Nanjing, China 

8-11 February 2012
Amman, Jordan 1-5 April 2012

Mar del Plata, Argentina 

16-20 April 2012

Accra, Ghana 5-7 February 2013



Establishment of Regional Soil Partnerships

Amman, Jordan 1-5 April 2012

Mar del Plata, Argentina 

16-20 April 2012

Accra, Ghana 5-7 February 2013

La Havana, Cuba

30 March-03 April 2013

Nairobi, Kenya

March 2013



Communiqués



REGIONAL SOIL PARTNERSHIPS-STRUCTURE

 facilitate a chair of the RSP (governmental entity or institution – either national or international) which should

ideally be able to provide a modicum of secretariat support services; the partners participating in the RSP

could agree on an eventual rotation formula for such lead functions, with well defined timeframes; the lead

partner will of course need to designate an official who could devote sufficient time to deal with RSP matters in

coordination with the GSP Secretariat. The chair shall participate at the GSP plenary Assembly to report on

regional activities;

a Steering Committee, or similar mechanism which would assist the chair (lead partner) in deciding on

important operational steps (calls for meetings, e-mail consultations, cooperation agreements on specific

tasks, etc…); this mechanism could be composed of a limited number of partners willing to shoulder this

responsibility, or open to all RSP partners, depending on preferences. The former formula would clearly be

more flexible and easier to implement in practice than the latter.

Terms of Reference (which can be derived from the overall GSP ToRs) to define responsibilities and guide

joint work under the aegis of the RSP. These ToRs could also allude to agreed priorities in general terms

specific to the region.



EUROPEAN SOIL PARTNERSHIP



“Towards EuroAsian Sub-regional Soil 

Partnership”?


