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European Soil Bureau Network of experts

European Regional Cooperation for soil survey and mapping



EUROPEAN SOIL DATA BASE

Full database documentation is available in the Soil Portal

http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu
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Consortium Agreement signed 7/9/2010

Agreement expires on 6/9/2015

New node leading institution for EURASIA since October 2013: 

V.V. Dokuchaev Soil Institute of Russian Academy of Agricultural Science,

Develop a new global high resolution (100m) soil DB by 2015:





1- Promote sustainable management of soil resources for soil 
protection, conservation and sustainable productivity

2- Encourage investment, technical cooperation, policy, 
education awareness and extension in soil

3- Promote targeted soil research and development focusing on 
identified gaps and priorities and synergies with related 
productive, environmental and social development actions

4- Enhance the quantity and quality of soil data and information: 
data collection (generation), analysis, validation, reporting, 
monitoring and integration with other disciplines

5- Harmonization of methods, measurements and indicators for 
the sustainable management and protection of soil resources 

GSP 5 Pillars of Action

http://www.fao.org/globalsoilpartnership/the-5-pillars-of-action/1-soil-management/en/
http://www.fao.org/globalsoilpartnership/the-5-pillars-of-action/2-investments/en/
http://www.fao.org/globalsoilpartnership/the-5-pillars-of-action/3-research/en/
http://www.fao.org/globalsoilpartnership/the-5-pillars-of-action/4-information-and-data/en/
http://www.fao.org/globalsoilpartnership/the-5-pillars-of-action/5-standards/en/


Implementation through Regional Soil Partnerships

Rule VIII – Regional Soil Partnerships

1) Regional Soil Partnerships (RSPs) may be established in each of 
the following geographical areas:

Africa

Asia

Europe

Latin America and the Caribbean

Near East

North America

Southwest Pacific

2) Partners may decide to establish soil partnerships of a regional 
nature not coinciding with those mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph, based on common language, culture, physical location 
or other considerations.



Towards a Regional Soil Partnership for Europe



Building on existing networks and 
experiences

• European Soil Bureau Network (ESBN)

• European Society for Soil Conservation (ESSC)

• European Confederation of Soil Science Societies 
(ECSSS)

• European Environment Information and 
Observation Network (EIONET)

• European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP)



The European Union and the Eastern 
Neighbourhood



The European Regional Soil 
Partnership (ERSP) 

• Established in Berlin the 31st of October 2013

• Secretariat: European Commission (DG JRC)

• Ad hoc steering committee:

• European Commission (DG JRC)

• European Soil Bureau Network (ESBN)

• Eurasian Centre for Food Security (ECFS)

• Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies 
(IASS)

• Slovakia Soil Science and Conservation Research 
Institute (SSSCRI)



Way forward 

1. Establish a sub-regional soil partnership for 
Eurasia (Moscow, 20/11/2013)

2. Organize the first plenary meeting of the 
European Regional Soil Partnership (1st Semester 
2014)

3. Enlarge the network of European partners and 
institutions

4. Implement the 5 GSP action plans at Regional 
level



Thank you for your interest!

http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu/


