Harbin Declaration on the International Network of

Black Soils
Harbin, China, September 12, 2018

We, the delegates from 18 black soils countries/regions members of the International Network of Black
Soils (INBS) of the Global Seil Partnership along with international/national institutes and other
stakeholders with an interest in advancing the science and technology of black soils management in the
world have assembled in Harbin, China, from September 10th to 12th, 2018, to review the status of
Black soils and the need for action for their protection and sustainable management in the framework of
the International Network of Black Soils. The International Symposium on black soils and the first
workshop of the International Network of Black Soils was hosted by FAQ’s Global Soil Partnership, and
sponsored by Heilongjiang Academy of Agricultural Sciences, the Soil Science Society of China and Soil
Fettilizer Society of Heilongjiang Province.

Black soils constitute unique soils that are distributed along our countries and are the most fertile soils
assuring a large proportion of the food needed by a growing global population. These unique soils require
actions to promote their sustainable management so to avoid their degradation affecting food security and
climate change. In this context, we realize that there is knowledge and experience on how to manage
these soils, thus technical cooperation among the black seils countries is imperative.

Black soils, considered the food basket for many countries and for the world, and are often recognized as
inherently productive and fertile soils, are broadly defined under the International Network of Black soils
as soils having the following core characteristics:

— High organic carbon content as per the following:
>1.2% for cold and temperate
>{().6% for tropical and sub tropical regions. '
- Dark to black coloured surface horizons
— Thickness of dark to black soil surface horizons not less than 25 ¢m.
With the following complementary characteristics:
= A high base saturaticn >50%
—  Strong aggregate stability
-~ High level of nutrient content

We consider the following as priorities to be addressed by this network which motto is “Protect black
soils, invest in the future™:



7.

Complete a delineation of the areas identified as Black Soils according to the criteria adopted at
National level;

Support implementation the Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil Management in the areas
designated at National level as black soils;

Perform a global assessment of black soils and publish it as a formal report of the Global Soil
Partnership;

Establish a capacity development programme on the management of black soils;

Prepare a policy brief on the importance of black soils and advocate for the implementation of
binding legislation for the full protection of these soils for future generations;

Black Seils Data streamline as part of a monitoring sub-component of the Giobal Soil

Information System (GLOSIS).

Develop the “Best Available Practice” Knowledge Bank as part of INBS Information System.

The participants who attended the Harbin Workshop agree to support the vision of the International
Network of Black Soils (INBS) and the execution of the work plan.
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