
 

CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

Surveillance Expert (Zoonoses) 
 

Contract duration: 11 months (with possibility of extension) 
 

Vacancy No. IRC4053 
 

Deadline for Applications: 1 May 2017 
 

Duty station: Rome, Italy  
 

 

Tasks and responsibilities: 

The Animal Production and Health Division (AGA) is closely working with the Emergency and Rehabilitation Division 
(TCE) under the Strategic Objective 5 to support various aspects of the animal health programme of FAO. The 
tasks envisaged for this consultancy are to be carried out through the Emergency Centre for Transboundary Animal 
Diseases (ECTAD) programme, which is currently supported by the following projects: 
 

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID), under their Emerging Pandemic Threats (EPT-
2) Programme, granted new funding to FAO to address the problem of emerging and re-emerging high impact 
zoonoses. The EPT-2 Programme is a global programme with several components for Africa, Asia and the Near 
East. The key components include:  
 

1. Surveillance for priority zoonotic diseases in livestock in 14 countries in West, Central and East Africa. 
2. Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV) surveillance in select livestock in 4 countries 

in the Horn of Africa and Near East. 
3. Avian influenza (AI) prevention and control in 11 countries in West and Central Africa as well as 9 countries 

in Asia. 
4. Africa Sustainable Livestock 2050 Programme to identify policy gaps and priorities in order to ensure a 

sustainable growth of livestock in the long term from a public health, environmental and livelihood 
perspective in sub-Saharan Africa.  

 
The EPT-2 is a multi-million dollar programme covering large parts of Western, Central and Eastern Africa and Horn 
of Africa, the Near East and South and Southeast Asia with inputs from multiple partners, sectors and disciplines.  
 

The Surveillance Expert (Zoonoses) will be responsible for supporting surveillance aspects of the EPT-2 programme 

in Africa and Asia.  
 
The consultancy is located at headquarters in Rome, Italy, with frequent travel to regions and countries. 

 

Reporting Lines 

The Surveillance Expert (Zoonoses) works under the overall policy and technical guidance of the FAO Chief 
Veterinary Officer (CVO)/head of ECTAD, the operational guidance of the Liaison and Operations Officer (TCE)/ 
deputy of ECTAD, the overall technical supervision of the Head of EMPRES, in close collaboration with the EPT-2 
Global Coordinator, and the direct supervision of the Global Surveillance Coordinator. 
 
Technical Focus 

Technical support and guidance to surveillance activities in Africa and Asia. 
 

  



Key Results 

Develop surveillance approaches and support surveillance implementation as well as evaluation under the FAO 
component of the USAID EPT-2 programme in Africa and Asia. 
 

Key Functions 

 Assist in the design and evaluation of surveillance strategies for zoonotic diseases (including multi-disease 
surveillance strategies), including advice on the most appropriate surveillance method (active, passive, 
syndromic or participatory) according to the countries’ needs and capacities, and develop/update FAO 
guidance; 

 Based on risk factors and risk assessment results, provide advice for the implementation of appropriate 
surveillance systems and coverage; 

 Support and backstop the piloting of the surveillance evaluation tool in GHSA phase 1 countries in Africa to 
evaluate the current state of their surveillance systems and track progress over the project’s lifetime with 
reference to the GHSA zoonotic disease Action Package indicators selected by USAID (P.4.3.1, P.4.3.2 and 
P.4.3.3); 

 In collaboration with the EMPRES Lab Unit, ensure appropriate collection of surveillance performance 
indicators (already defined) for monitoring and troubleshooting of field surveillance activities and define triggers 
for corrective action; 

 Suggest appropriate feedback mechanisms to countries on surveillance performance indicators, including the 
communication of needs for corrective action; 

 Provide guidance for the active collection of information and relevant samples during surveillance activities and 
suggest appropriate follow-up mechanisms and communication with farmers/households; 

 Assist in providing solutions and tools and platforms for field data collection (e.g. Epicollect) and data 
storage/collation/analysis (e.g. SOLAR) and provide guidance and training on the use of these tools; 

 Facilitate coordination of the compilation and analysis of surveillance results for zoonotic diseases as prioritized 
by target countries; 

 Collect, review and consolidate available information on high impact zoonotic pathogens and their circulation 
in animal populations including the risk and the potential for human-animal transmission and spread; 

 Contribute to the development of guidelines and recommendations on surveillance, management and control 
of high impact zoonotic pathogens in collaboration with EPT-2 partners (PREDICT, Preparedness and 
Response, WHO, etc.); 

 Contribute to the design of surveillance (in surveillance strategies, monitoring and analysis) and risk 
assessment capacity building at national and regional levels and assist in providing such trainings, in close 
collaboration with the other EPT-2 thematic groups; 

 Contribute to establishing a mechanism for evaluation and follow-up of the effectiveness of related trainings, 
including the design and analysis of appropriate questionnaires and similar tools; 

 Contribute to improving stakeholders’ capacity to nationally advocate for the importance and resource needs 
for effective and sustainable surveillance, including for foreign disease threats;  

 Assist in the organization of regular teleconference calls with ECTAD regional and country teams for the overall 
coordination of activities related to USAID-funded GHSA and EPT-2 projects; 

 Actively participate in the EPT-2 Surveillance Working Group; 

 Contribute to the organization and facilitation of technical consultations among FAO and other partners to share 
project results and lessons learned, and to facilitate inter-regional and global information sharing; 

 Contribute to the organization of scientific meetings on zoonotic disease surveillance with the objective to 
validate scientific approaches with international experts and partner organizations as well as sharing of 
findings/results/status of ongoing research projects in the field of animal health and at the animal-human 
interface;  

 Contribute to the preparation and updating of briefs, presentations, webinars, reports and public information 
materials; 

 Contribute to relevant FAO publications; 

 Undertake field missions as required, including EMPRES/CMC-AH missions; 

 Perform any other duties as required. 
 

Candidates should meet the following requirements: 

Minimum Requirements 

 University degree in veterinary science and supplemented relevant post-graduate degree from a recognized 
university; 

 At least 2 years of proven experience in surveillance design and evaluation, particularly in the context of 
developing countries; 

 Good command of English and French is essential 
 



Competencies  

 Results Focus  

 Teamwork  

 Communication  

 Building Effective Relationships  

 Knowledge Sharing and Continuous Improvement  
 

Technical/Functional Skills  

 Work experience in more than one location or area of work, particularly in field positions is desirable.  

 Extent of relevant experience at international level.  
 

Selection criteria 

Based on requirements, competencies and skills. 
 
 
 
Additional Information 

 
FAO seeks gender, geographical and linguistic diversity in its staff and international consultants in order to best 
serve FAO Members in all regions. 
 
All candidates should adhere to FAO values of Commitment to FAO, Respect for All and Integrity and 
Transparency. 
 
 
How to apply 

 
All applications are to be made through FAO’s iRecruitment system. Click on the link below to access 
iRecruitment, complete your online profile and apply for this Call for Expression of Interest.  

 
http://www.fao.org/employment/irecruitment-access/en/  

 

In order for your application to be properly evaluated, please ensure that all sections of your iRecruitment account 
are completed. Incomplete applications will not be evaluated. 
 

If you need help, or have queries, please contact: iRecruitment@fao.org    

 
 

http://www.fao.org/employment/irecruitment-access/en/
mailto:iRecruitment@fao.org

