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List of Experts 
The following list of experts is proposed for the meeting. Please find below their bio-sketches. If you 
have any comments, please contact us at JECFA@fao.org no later than 14 October, 2016. 
 
 
Gabriel O. Adegoke 
Professor Adegoke obtained his PhD degree (Veterinary Microbiology) in 1984 from the University of 
Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria and was promoted to the grade of Associate Professor (Reader) in 1996 and 
full professor in October 1, 1999 in the Department of Food Technology, University of Ibadan. 
Professor Adegoke has successfully supervised 13 PhD students and has over 100 papers in peer-
reviewed journals with reasonable impact factors. In 2010, Professor Adegoke was appointed 
Chairman, Committee for the Review of Nigeria's Food Safety Policy, Federal Ministry of Health (Abuja, 
Nigeria). Professor Adegoke was invited as a Consultant by the World Health Organization (WHO) in 
1996, 1999, 2002 and 2007 on issues relating to Healthy Food Markets, acrylamide and food safety 
(FERG). He was on the WHO's Mission that introduced Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) 
system to Nigeria in 1996. He was nominated as an expert for FAO's JECFA meetings on food additives, 
contaminants and natural toxicants (2012-2016). Professor Adegoke's competencies are in the areas 
of food safety, food additives and natural toxicants. 
 
 
Deepak Bhatnagar 
Dr. Bhatnagar joined USDA/ARS in 1985 at its Southern Regional Research Center, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, and is currently the Research Leader of the Food and Feed Safety Research Unit. 
Dr. Bhatnagar received his M.S. and Ph.D. in Agricultural Physics from the Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute, New Delhi, India. Dr. Bhatnagar’s research in ARS has focused on understanding and control 
of the pre-harvest aflatoxin contamination of crops such as corn and cottonseed. He has led research 
on a very systematic deciphering of the chemical, biochemical and genetic events, and fundamental 
regulatory mechanisms that govern aflatoxin biosynthesis by the fungi Aspergillus flavus and 
A. parasiticus.  These studies laid the foundation for the study of genomics of A. flavus, and elucidation 
of factors that regulate fungal infection of plants and aflatoxin formation, with the ultimate goal of 
interfering with this process.  His scientific contributions have been rewarded by his receiving 
Outstanding ARS Senior Scientist and USDA Secretary’s Group Honor Award for personal and 
professional excellence, as well as the distinction of Fellow of the American Academy of Microbiology 
and the Society for Industrial Microbiology and Biotechnology. He has also served as the President of 
the International Society for Mycotoxicology (2008-2012).  He has 260 publications and two patents to 
his credit.  

http://www.who.int/foodsafety/areas_work/chemical-risks/jecfa/en/
mailto:JECFA@fao.org
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Dr Polly E. Boon 
Dr Polly Boon studied Human Nutrition at Wageningen University (NL; MSc 1993). She did her PhD at 
the University of Groningen in the field of behavioural biology and physiology (PhD 1999). In 1999, she 
started to work at the RIKILT-Institute of Food Safety, Wageningen UR, where she worked in the field 
of dietary exposure assessment. From 2010 onwards, she has continued to work in this field at the 
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM). Her early work was mainly as a 
scientist performing many different types of dietary exposure assessments, writing policy advice 
reports and papers published in peer-reviewed international journals. From 2010 onwards, her work 
moved more to coordinating dietary exposure related projects. As a senior scientist, she has been and 
is project leader of national and international projects in this field. Furthermore, she took part in the 
EFSA Working Groups (WG) on Food Classification and Food Description system and the one on HCN 
in apricot kernels. She is presently member of the EFSA Working Group on Exposure Assessment and 
the EFSA WG on Food Additives other than Gums & Colours.  

 

Richard Cantrill 
Richard Cantrill has a Ph.D. in lipid metabolism and an extensive background in lipid biochemistry, lipid 
analysis, standards and standards development gained in the academic, industry, and not-for-profit 
sectors.  Dr. Cantrill serves as AOCS Chief Science Officer and oversees the AOCS methods development 
and maintenance activities, proficiency testing and reference materials program. He maintains the 
global position of AOCS through constant liaison with other standards development organizations such 
as the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) European Committee for Standardization 
(CEN), and intergovernmental agencies such as Codex Alimentarius, BIPM, FAO, and WHO. He is a 
member of Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA). Dr. Cantrill provides 
guidance and leadership for ISO activities in the food-related areas of fats and oils, oilseeds and related 
products, molecular biomarkers, food safety and food quality. He has also served as advisory panel 
member and observer on European framework projects. In line with his strong interest in olive oil 
quality, Dr. Cantrill is the AOCS observer on the Chemists' Committee of the International Olive Council. 
He also runs the AOCS Expert Panel on Olive Oil with its strong connections with the European, US and 
Australian olive industries. He has contributed numerous articles to scientific journals, technical 
publications, conferences, workshops, and panels. 

 

Peter Cressey 
Peter Cressey is a Senior Scientist in the Food Safety Programme of the Institute of Environmental 
Science and Research in Christchurch, New Zealand. He has over 25 years’ experience in food safety 
and quality research in cereals, meat and the diet. His major expertise is in food chemical exposure 
and risk assessment, particularly in relation to mycotoxins, allergens, natural toxins and food additives. 
He has also been involved in studies to assess the burden and cost of foodborne diseases in New 
Zealand. This work has mainly been carried out under contract to the Ministry for Primary Industries 
and its predecessor organisations. Peter is currently included on the FAO/WHO roster of JECFA experts 
for exposure assessment of chemicals in food and is a Fellow of the New Zealand Institute of Food 
Science and technology. Peter has published approximate 30 papers in peer reviewed publication and 
has been lead author on more than 100 client reports. 
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Monique de Nijs 
Dr de Nijs is a scientist of mycotoxins and plant toxins at RIKILT Wageningen UR since January 2011. 
She is responsible for the scientific projects carried out for the Netherlands Food and Consumer 
Product Safety Authority (NVWA) and for other research projects in the field of mycotoxins and plant 
toxins. The projects concern primarily method development and in-house validation for analysis of 
mycotoxins and plant toxins in food and feed and effects of processing. Dr de Nijs supervised the 
method development, in-house validation and surveys of the mycotoxins: phomopsin A (PHOA), 
Alternaria toxins and citrinin and an inter-laboratory comparison study on aflatoxins in feed. Dr de Nijs 
is advisor to the Netherlands representative at the EU committee on agricultural contaminants in food. 
She is coordinator of the EFSA article 26 call for data collection on citrinine in food and scientific 
manager of the H2020 MyToolBox project on reduction of mycotoxins in the food and feed chain. She 
is member of the editorial board of the scientific journal Quality Assurance and Safety of Crops & 
Foods, member of the advisory committee of the World Mycotoxin Forum and was chair of the second 
World Plant Toxin Forum in Winnipeg, Canada in June 2016.  
 
 
Simon Edwards 
Professor Simon Edwards was awarded a BSc (Hons.) in Applied Biological Sciences at Manchester 
Polytechnic in 1988 and a PhD in Plant Pathology from Aberdeen University in 1993.  He worked as a 
post-doctoral research fellow at the University of York and Harper Adams University on the 
development and application of DNA-based quantification of endophytic symbionts and plant 
pathogens.  While at Harper Adams University he was awarded the title of Reader in Molecular 
Diagnostics in 2003 and Professor of Plant Pathology in 2010. Professor Edwards has worked 
extensively on the epidemiology, mycotoxin production and control of Fusarium pathogens in cereals.  
Over the last fifteen years, he has led numerous research projects on the occurrence of fusarium 
mycotoxins in small grain cereals, mycotoxin prediction models and the identification and evaluation 
of pre-harvest mitigation strategies.  
 
 
Tracy Hambridge 
Tracy holds a Bachelor of Applied Science in Nutrition from the University of Canberra and a Masters 
in Nutrition and Dietetics from Deakin University. Tracy has worked at Food Standards Australia New 
Zealand (FSANZ) for over 16 years. Her primary role has been conducting dietary exposure assessments 
for a range of food chemicals including food additives, contaminants, agricultural and veterinary 
chemicals and nutrients, for a range of purposes including food standards development and total diet 
studies. She has a detailed knowledge of national dietary surveys. Tracy has also worked in the 
nutrition risk assessment and nutrition risk management areas of FSANZ, recently working on 
systematic reviews for Health Claims. She has also recently worked at the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics to assist with implementing a usual nutrient intake methodology for the most recent 
Australian nutrition survey. Tracy has also participated as an invited expert on exposure assessment 
for the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA). She has sat on national expert 
panels for evaluating food chemicals, has published papers and book chapters in the area of dietary 
exposure assessments, presented at international and national conferences and conducted many 
international risk assessment training courses on dietary exposure assessments. 
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Kofi Edirisah Aidoo  
Kofi Aidoo is a Professor of Food Safety at the School of Health and Life Sciences, Glasgow Caledonian 
University, UK and leads the University’s Food Research Laboratory that operates to ISO 17025 
standards. He has been working in academia for over 40 years and his research interests are fungal 
secondary metabolites, mainly mycotoxins, food and environmental microbiology and food 
contaminants. He has worked with research partners in Europe, Africa, Asia and South America. He 
has successfully supervised 24 PhD research programmes mainly in mycotoxins in the food chain and 
has published over 180 papers in scientific journals and books. He has been an external 
examiner/assessor for PhD programmes and professorial ranking at national and international levels.  
He has reviewed many research manuscripts on mycotoxins, food safety and other microbial toxins for 
professional journals. He is a Chartered Scientist and Fellow of the Institute of Food Science and 
Technology, the Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS), the Royal Society for 
Promotion of Health and a member of various professional bodies including British Mycological 
Society. He is currently the President of REHIS, Scotland. 
 
 
Hussaini Anthony MAKUN 
Hussaini Anthony Makun is currently working as Professor of Biochemistry and Director of Research in 
Federal University of Technology, Minna where he has been since 1992. He completed his PhD in 
Biochemistry (Toxicology) from same University on mycotoxins in sorghum and rice. The researcher 
was a Postdoctoral Fellow (PDF) with Food Environment and Health Research Group of the University 
of Johannesburg (UJ) between 2008 and 2010. He is the Lead Researcher of the Food and Toxicology 
Research Group (FTRG) of the University which has 2 Senior Researchers, 3 M.Tech and 4 PhD students. 
FTRG conducts research on detection and health impacts of mycotoxins and establishing novel 
integrated intervention strategy approaches against mycotoxins. The research group is also interested 
in toxicological studies of medicinal plants used in the folkloric treatment and substances of abuse in 
Nigeria. Six research projects were granted with funding from NRF, South Africa and TETFUND, Nigeria. 
He is a member of many prestigious professional societies and committees amongst which are African 
Union Expert Committee on Contaminants in Food (2011 to date) and Joint FAO/WHO Expert 
Committee on Contaminants in Food (JECFA) (2012-2016). He has 57 publications, mostly on 
mycotoxins in peer-reviewed journals, technical papers and books. 
 
 
Peiwu Li 
Prof. Dr. Peiwu Li, presently the Head of Department of Agro-food Quality and Safety, MOA, China, is 
the Director of Key Laboratory of Detection for Mycotoxins, MOA, China, Director of Laboratory of 
Quality & Safety Risk Assessment for Oilseed Products, MOA, China, and Director of Quality & Safety 
Inspection and Test Center, MOA, China. He is the leading scientist in the area of agro-food quality and 
safety in China. He has published more than 230 papers including 63 SCI-indexed papers, 11 
books/chapters, and obtained 45 granted invention patents. He has won 3 National Awards for 
Technological Invention or Technology Progress and 2 International Awards. He has many 
memberships of scientific societies, including JECFA and the International Consultative Group for 
Research on Rapeseed. His research work on agro-food contaminants analysis, risk monitoring and 
quality control posed important impacts on agricultural production and safety consumption. His 
current research interests are in the areas of (i) agro-food quality and safety determination methods 
and prevention-control strategies, development of antibodies against biotoxins and pesticides, and 
miniaturized instrument, (ii) Risk assessment towards agro-food, especially towards oilseeds and grain 
products, and (iii) plant oil additives, authenticity, traceability, especially authentic identification and 
adulterant or contaminant detection in edible vegetable oils. 
 
 
Dorothea F.K. Rawn 
I have extensive experience in the analysis and data interpretation of chemical contaminants in food 
and human tissues.  I have been involved in the determination of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) 
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[polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins/dibenzofurans (PCDD/Fs), 
polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) and hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD)] in food, food 
supplements and human tissues.  These data have been used by regulatory bodies to assess and 
develop guideline values.  Some of the work undertaken has allowed for Health Canada to determine 
human exposure to PCDD/Fs and to establish guideline exposure levels for Canadians by which 
government staff working outside of Canada for extended periods could be measured against and to 
develop recommendations and implementation of control measures in situations where exposure to 
hazardous agents have been identified.  More recently, I have been involved in the method 
development and analysis of novel halogenated flame retardants in food and human tissues.  I have 
been involved in the study of the impacts of food preparation technique on pesticide residue levels.  
The Pest Management Regulatory Agency in Canada used the data developed in my program to 
complete risk assessments resulting in changes to use patterns for some of the organophosphate 
insecticides registered for use in Canada.   
 
 
Gordon S. Shephard 
Dr Gordon S. Shephard has a PhD degree in Chemistry from the University of Cape Town, South Africa. 
He is retired from the South African Medical Research Council and currently is adjunct professor at the 
Cape Peninsula University of Technology. He has served as consultant and advisor for the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Standards and Trade 
Development Facility (STDF). He has served on the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food 
Additives (JECFA) and was vice-chair of the 56th meeting. He serves or has served on the editorial 
board of a number of journals, including Applied and Environmental Microbiology, Mycotoxin Research 
and Food Additives and Contaminants and is section editor for analytical methods and human health 
of the World Mycotoxin Journal. He is General Referee for Mycotoxins at AOAC International and 
member of the African Experts Committee for Codex Committee on Contaminants. He is vice-president 
of the International Society for Mycotoxicology (ISM). He has served on various scientific committees 
for international conferences and in various capacities for the World Mycotoxin Forum. Dr Shephard 
has given numerous invited lectures and published widely in the mycotoxin field with over 160 
publications on mycotoxin related issues. 
 

Judith H Spungen 
Judith H Spungen, MS, RD (previously Judith S Douglass), has worked in the areas of food composition, 
food consumption, and assessment of dietary exposure to food additives and contaminants for over 
30 years.  She currently is the Senior Exposure Assessor for the Division of Risk and Decision Analysis 
in the U.S. Food and Drug Administration Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition.  Prior to joining 
FDA, Ms. Spungen was a Managing Scientist in Exponent’s Health Sciences Center for Chemical 
Regulation and Food Safety; Senior Manager with Environ International Corporation; Senior 
Nutritionist with Technical Assessment Systems; and Nutritionist with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Food Safety and Inspection Service.  Ms. Spungen earned a B.S. in Nutrition from Drexel 
University and an M.S. in Nutritional Sciences from the University of Maryland.  She earned a 
Certificate in Risk Sciences and Public Policy from the Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of 
Public Health and completed extensive graduate coursework in Epidemiology at the same institution.  
Ms. Spungen currently serves as Chair of the U.S. Interagency Risk Assessment Consortium’s Exposure 
Assessment Working Group.  She has authored or co-authored numerous publications on food 
composition, food consumption, and dietary exposure assessment. 
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Disclaimer 
 

In order to enhance their management of Conflicts of Interest as well as strengthen public trust and 
transparency in connection with FAO/WHO meetings involving the provision of technical/normative 
advice, the names and brief biographies of individuals (“Published Information” ) being considered for 
participation in such meetings are disclosed for public notice and comment.  
The Published Information is provided by the experts themselves and is the sole responsibility of the 
individuals concerned. FAO/WHO are not responsible for the accuracy, veracity and completeness of 
the Published Information provided. Furthermore, in no event will FAO/WHO be responsible or liable 
for damages in relation to the use of, and reliance upon, the Published Information.  
The comments received by FAO/WHO through the public notice and comment process are treated 
confidentially and their receipt will be acknowledged through a generic email notification to the sender. 
Comments and perceptions brought to the knowledge of FAO/WHO through this process are an integral 
component of FAO/WHO’s conflict of interest assessment policy and are carefully reviewed. FAO/WHO 
reserve the right to discuss information received through this process with the relevant expert with no 
attribution to the provider of such information. Upon review and assessment of the information 
received through this process, FAO/WHO, in their sole discretion, may take appropriate management 
action in accordance with their policies.  
The participation of an expert in a FAO/WHO meeting does not imply that they are endorsed or 
recommended by the FAO/WHO nor does it create a binding relationship between the expert and 
FAO/WHO.  
The list of participating experts, a summary of relevant interests disclosed by such experts, and any 
appropriate mitigation measures taken by FAO/WHO relating to the management of conflicts of 
interests, will be reported publically in accordance with FAO/WHO practice. 

 


