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Background information 
 
Following the request from the 48th Session of the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene, to provide 
guidance for scenarios where the use of clean water was indicated in Codex texts, FAO and WHO 
are convening an expert meeting. This meeting is the first in a series of activities that FAO and 
WHO are implementing to respond to this request.  
 
List of experts  
 
The following list of experts is proposed for the meeting. Please find below their bio-sketches. If 
you have any comments, please contact us at jemra@fao.org and jemra@who.int no later than 25 
May 2017. 
 
 
Philip Amoah  
Senior Researcher, International Water Management Institute (IWMI) West Africa, Ghana 
 Philip Amoah is an expert in water quality and food safety with international recognition. In 2000, he 
joined the International Board for Soil Research and Management (IBSRAM) as a Research Officer). In 2001, 
after IBSRAM’s integration in the International Water Management Institute (IWMI), Philip became 
involved in several research projects and activities related to environmental and human health with a 
special focus on microbiological water quality and food safety issues. He took over (on the side of IWMI) 
the project leadership of the SaniPath project (Coordinated by Emory, USA) which assessed fecal exposure 
pathways in low-income urban settings. Philip was a member of WHO Water Quality Technical Advisory 
Group whose main task was to assist in updating and implementing the work plans on water quality that 
lead to new Editions of the three WHO guidelines.  He was an Africa representative of the UN FAO/WHO 
Expert Group on leafy green vegetables and herbs for CODEX ALIMENTARIUS in 2007/2008. He was also a 
member of the UN FAO/WHO Expert Group on microbiological hazards associated with fresh produce for 
CODEX ALIMENTARIUS between 2008 and 2010.  Philip was a member of the ILSI Europe emerging issues 
task force: water and sanitation perspective from 2011 to 2014. Since 2008, he is increasingly leading 
projects in the domains of safe wastewater irrigation, resource recovery and reuse, and participatory 
knowledge management.  
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Martijn Bouwknegt  
Research Manager Food Safety, VION, the Netherlands 
Dr Martijn Bouwknegt is currently Research Manager Food Safety at Vion, where he started working as of 
May 1st, 2016. Vion is a food company, focusing on the production of pork and beef. He has the 
responsibility to advise management on food safety issues and to manage research projects in the field of 
food safety and antimicrobial resistance. Prior to this current position, he was research scientist at the 
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) for 15 years. His research interests are in 
the field of microbiological safety of water and food, employing quantitative microbial risk assessments, 
disease burden (DALY) estimates and epidemiological analyses. Martijn obtained an MSc in Animal 
Sciences at Wageningen University (the Netherlands) and gained his PhD from the Animal Sciences Group 
of that university with a focus on quantitative veterinary epidemiology. At RIVM, he contributed to the 
development of quantitative risk assessments for the production of safe drinking water and lead the 
development of farm-to-fork risk assessment models for soft fruits and vegetable productions chains in 
Europe as part of an FP7 project. Martijn has authored >45 publications in the field of environmentally 
transmitted and foodborne diseases. 

 
Anders Dalsgaard 
Professor in Veterinary Public Health, Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences (UC-HEALTH), 
University of Copenhagen, Denmark 
Dr Anders Dalsgaard is a microbiologist heading a research group on food safety and zoonoses at 
the Department of Veterinary and Animal Sciences at the UC-HEALTH. Dr Dalsgaard has for more 
than two decades been conducting research and other activities within the area of microbiological 
and health aspects of drinking water, recreational water and use of wastewater for crop 
production. He is the author of more than 200 articles published in international peer-reviewed 
scientific journals within these and other subject areas. He has been a partner in several research 
projects on safe use of low quality water for food production in Europe (EU-funded), Asia and 
Africa. He was a member of the joint FAO/WHO expert group that prepared “Guidelines for the 
safe use of wastewater, excreta and greywater in agriculture and aquaculture” published in 2006 
(http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/sanitation-waste/wastewater/wastewater-
guidelines/en/) . He also contributed to WHO guidelines for safe recreational water environments 
(http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/publications/srwe1/en/). He was also a member of 
the FAO/WHO expert group that prepared “Risk assessment of Vibrio spp. in seafood” 
(http://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/mra-16-risk-vibrio/en/). 
 
Dr Leon Gorris   
Director, Regulatory Affairs, Unilever R&D, Vlaardingen, the Netherlands 
Dr. Leon Gorris is Director for Regulatory Affairs at Unilever, with responsibility for food safety globally. He 
joined Unilever in The Netherlands in 1997. He was based in the UK from 2001-2010, in Shanghai from 
2010-2014 and since October 2014 he again is based in The Netherlands. 
Before joining Unilever, Leon worked at the Agrotechnological Research Institute (ATO-DLO) in 
Wageningen, The Netherlands, which was then part of the Agricultural Research Department, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries, The Netherlands (1990–1997). 
From 2002–2012, Leon Gorris held a part-time professorship serving as the European Chair in Food Safety 
Microbiology at the University of Wageningen in The Netherlands. He is currently visiting professor at 
three Universities in China: China Agricultural University’s School of Food Science and Nutrition in Beijing, 
Shanghai Ocean University and the University of Shanghai for Science and technology. 
He is a member of the International Commission on Microbiological Specifications for Foods (ICMSF) and 
represents ICMSF at meetings of the Codex Alimentarius. 
He is co-chair of the International Expert Panel on Food Safety of IUFoST (the International Union of Food 
Science and Technology) and has been elected to the International Academy of Food Science and 
Technology (IAFoST) in 2016. 

http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/sanitation-waste/wastewater/wastewater-guidelines/en/
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/sanitation-waste/wastewater/wastewater-guidelines/en/
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Liesbeth Jacxsens  
Professor, Food safety management and risk assessment along agri-food chain, Department of 
Food Safety and Food Quality, Ghent University, Belgium 
 Professor Liesbeth Jacxsens is working in the Department of Food Safety and Food Quality and is 
specialized in food safety management and risk assessment in the agri-food chain.  Her research focusses 
on the interaction between risk assessment and risk management, as the outcomes of risk assessment are 
applied as an input for the food safety management on operational level. Her current research in food 
safety management is shifting from a formal and technical oriented food safety management systems to a 
more human dimension of food safety, which is reflected by the introduction of concepts such as food 
safety culture and food safety climate.  

The focus of her risk assessmentwork is moving towards aggregated exposure (multiple hazards and/or 
multiple sources) and towards non-targeted effect-based risk assessment. In aggregated exposure, which 
means mixtures of hazards in foods and exposure to the same hazards via other routes and media are 
relevant, new mathematical approaches need to be developed and total diet studies need to be 
incorporated.  

She has 75 peer reviewed papers and has guided 9 PhD students, is teaching at Ghent University and is also 
organizing an International Training on Food Safety, Quality Assurance and Risk Analysis for emerging and 
developing countries. 

 
Dr Rob de Jonge 
Food microbiologist, the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), The 
Netherlands 
Having progressed in his career from scientific researcher to senior food microbiologist, Dr de 
Jonge has expertise as arisk assessor in microbiological food safety and genetically modified 
organisms and great knowledge (both practical and theoretical) of food, food processing, food 
microbiology, microbial physiology, the effects of food on microbial behaviour (growth, survival 
and virulence) and HACCP. He also has relevant experience in microbiological quality testing of 
drinking water and washing water used in the food processing industry. He is a co-promotor od x 
Phd/Masters students, serves as aguest lecturerat Wageningen University and  the Van Hall 
Institute. He does consultancy job for various organizations regarding hygiene, HACCP and Hazard 
identifications.  

 
Susanne Knøchel  
Professor, Department of Food Science, University of Copenhagen, Denmark  
Susanne Knøchel is Professor and section head of Food Microbiology and Fermentation, 
Department of Food Science, Faculty of Science, at the University of Copenhagen and adjunct 
professor at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology. She has an MSc in food science 
and a PhD in Water and Food Microbiology and has work experience from several research 
institutes and universities in Denmark, Japan, Iceland, and Scotland. She has more than 30 years 
of experience in microbiology and has been co-ordinator or Work package leader in 40 major 
national and international projects within the areas of food- and waterborne bacteria important 
for human health or food quality, microbial ecology of foods, prediction of bacterial growth and 
survival, cross-resistance phenomena in foodborne pathogenic bacteria, safety evaluation of new 
technologies, HACCP as well as within hygiene and sanitation, biofilm and water reuse. She has 
supervised more than 50 PhD. and M.Sc students. She is chairman of the Danish-Swedish Council 
for Better Hygiene and member of the Danish Academy of Technical Sciences. She has authored 
more than 80 peer-reviewed papers. 
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Elisabetta Lambertini  
Principal Investigator, Research Triangle Institute (RTI International), USA 
 Elisabetta Lambertini, PhD, is a principal investigator in the Center for Health and Environmental 
Modeling at the Research Triangle Institute. Her current work focuses on risk-based modeling 
tools to predict and mitigate pathogen contaminations in foods and food-production 
environments, agricultural waters, and mixed-use watersheds. She has more than 10 years of 
experimental and modeling research experience in food- and water-borne pathogen ecology with 
a focus on bacterial and viral human pathogens; predictive microbiology including harmful trait 
evolution; quantitative microbial risk assessment; probabilistic modeling of One Health food and 
water systems, including spatially explicit models; risk science and risk-based policy analysis. 
Before joining RTI Dr. Lambertini was on the research faculty of the Department of Nutrition and 
Food Science and the Center for Food Safety and Security Systems, University of Maryland. She 
earned her doctorate in “water and health” in Civil and Environmental Engineering at the 
University of California, Davis, and her MS-level degree in Environmental Engineering at the 
University of Bologna, Italy. She has been funded by and closely interacted with government 
agencies, municipal utilities, commodity boards, community organizations, and the agri-food 
industry. 

 
 
Josep Molas Pages  
Corporate Spring and Mineral Water Quality Manager, Coca-Cola Company, Spain  
Josep Molas is a water specialist with more than 30 years of experience. 
He has focused his activity in the bottled water industry and water as ingredient for foodstuffs 
where he has worked in manufacture, quality assurance, food safety and environment, lab 
management, product development, regulatory and scientific affairs and work with stakeholders 
and technical associations.  
 
He is a member of technical committees of the European Federation of Bottled Waters, Belgian 
Federation of Beverages, Spanish Association of bottled Waters, the EU Water Technology 
Platform WssTP, and of European Hygenic Engineering and Design Group (EHEDG) technical 
group. He has participated in the revision of Codex Standards and Code of Practices related to 
Mineral Waters, and was an expert reviewer of the ILSI guideline for water recovery and reuse in 
beverage production and food processing. Recently  he has participated in the revision of EHEDG 
standard for safe and hygienic treatment, storage and distribution of water in food facilities. 
 
He has a wide knowledge of hydrogeology, chemistry and microbiology of water, water 
treatments, and water management practices in the food industry. 
He developed an international career within Groupe Danone and since 2005 in The Coca-Cola 
Company with the actual role of Corporate Spring and Mineral Water Quality Manager. 

 
Ana Maria de Roda Husman  
WHO Collaborating Centre for Risk Assessment of Pathogens in Water and Food Head dept. 
Environment at Laboratory for Zoonoses and Environmental Microbiology, National Institute for 
Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), the Netherlands 
Prof. dr. Ana Maria de Roda Husman PhD has over 20 years of experience as a principal 
investigator in molecular virology and water microbiology. She advises policy makers at the Dutch 
government, the European committee, WHO, ECDC and EFSA on the possible infectious disease 
risks from exposure to human pathogens in water, and possible intervention measures. She has 
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published over 100 peer-reviewed papers in scientific journals. She directs infectious disease 
research and policy advice at RIVM. She holds the chair of Global changes and environmentally 
transmitted infectious diseases at the Institute for Risk Assessment Sciences of Utrecht 
University. She has served as an expert for WHO since 2004 for the revision of the Guidelines for 
Drinking Water Quality on water microbiology, water quality and reuse, risk assessment, public 
health, antimicrobial resistance. Ana Maria is the director of the WHO Collaborating Center for 
Risk Assessment of Pathogens in Food and Water. 

 
P.W.M.H. (Patrick) Smeets  
Senior Scientific Researcher, KWR Watercycle Research Institute, Nieuwegein, the Netherlands.  
 Dr. Patrick Smeets is senior scientific researcher at the department of Microbial Water Quality 
and Health at KWR. He has 22 years of experience in safe drinking water supply. Water cycle 
safety planning (WSP, WCSP) and quantitative microbial risk assessment (QMRA) are his main 
fields of expertise in developed (Netherlands, Belgium) and developing (India, Egypt) countries. 
Prior to joining KWR Patrick was a process engineer at DHV (now Royal Haskoning –DHV) for 
seven years, after which performed his PhD research on quantifying water treatment efficacy in 
QMRA at Delft University of Technology. His current work includes quality and quantity risks of 
water contamination, water reuse, climate change, new technologies and decentralisation. His 
key strength is translating scientific insights and situation assessments into technology and 
actions. He is coordinator of the joint research program of the Dutch water companies on hygiene 
and safety. Patrick is member of the IWA health related water microbiology group. In addition he 
lectures the MSc course on Drinking water and sanitation at Utrecht University. 

 
Mark Sobsey  
Professor, Environmental Sciences and Engineering, University of North Carolina, USA 
Mark D. Sobsey is a Kenan Distinguished Professor of Environmental Sciences and Engineering, 
specializing in Environmental Health Microbiology and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene in the 
Department of Environmental Sciences and Engineering, Gillings School of Global Public Health, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  After a post-doctoral position (1971), instructorship 
(1972) and assistant professorship (1973) in the Department of Virology and Epidemiology, 
Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, Texas, he joined the faculty at UNC-CH in 1974 as an 
assistant professor. Professor Sobsey’s research, teaching and service encompass the detection, 
characterization, occurrence, environmental survival/transport/fate, treatment, human health 
effects characterization and risk assessment of viruses, bacteria and parasites of public health 
concern in water, wastewater, biosolids, soil, air and food for the prevention and control of 
water-, food- and excreta-borne disease. His recent and current research focuses on household 
and community water treatment technologies and safe storage for improved water quality and 
health; new, improved and rapid microbial detection technologies for water and wastewater; 
wastewater reclamation and reuse; virus survival and on-site chemical disinfection in fecal wastes 
and sewage; infection control and prevention in healthcare settings and antimicrobial resistance 
of bacteria of fecal origin in healthcare and agricultural settings and the environment. 
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Thor Axel Stenstrom  
Professor, Durban University of Technology, Durban, South Africa 
Professor Thor Axel Stenström is the South African Research Chair-holder (SARChI) at the 
Institute for Water and Wastewater Technology, Durban University of Technology, South Africa 
since 2013 and a guest researcher at Universidade Federal de Mato Grosso do Sul in Brazil. Prior, 
he was Chief Microbiologist at the Swedish Institute for Preventive Disease Control and headed 
Health related Water and Environmental Microbiology. He shared this position with the 
Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI), Bio-resource group as a Senior Research Fellow from 2006 
and as part-time professor at the University of Life Sciences, Norway.  He has been an advisor for 
WHO HQ related to Drinking Water, Wastewater and related areas partly with a focus on risk 
assessment. He was part of the editorial team working with the Guidelines for the Safe Use of 
Wastewater, Excreta and Greywater and more recently the Sanitation Safety Planning manual. He 
has been heading and participating in research projects covering drinking water, wastewater and 
excreta use in agriculture, surface waters and integrated water, and wastewater management. 
He has been supervising several PhDs and Masters, both in Scandinavia and currently in South 
Africa and has >150 publications mainly in the area of environmental health related microbiology.  

 
 
Disclaimer 
In order to enhance their management of Conflicts of Interest as well as strengthen public trust and 
transparency in connection with FAO/WHO meetings involving the provision of technical/normative advice, 
the names and brief biographies of individuals (“Published Information” ) being considered for participation 
in such meetings are disclosed for public notice and comment.  
The Published Information is provided by the experts themselves and is the sole responsibility of the 
individuals concerned. FAO/WHO are not responsible for the accuracy, veracity and completeness of the 
Published Information provided. Furthermore, in no event will FAO/WHO be responsible or liable for 
damages in relation to the use of, and reliance upon, the Published Information.  
The comments received by FAO/WHO through the public notice and comment process are treated 
confidentially and their receipt will be acknowledged through a generic email notification to the sender. 
Comments and perceptions brought to the knowledge of FAO/WHO through this process are an integral 
component of FAO/WHO’s conflict of interest assessment policy and are carefully reviewed. FAO/WHO 
reserve the right to discuss information received through this process with the relevant expert with no 
attribution to the provider of such information. Upon review and assessment of the information received 
through this process, FAO/WHO, in their sole discretion, may take appropriate management action in 
accordance with their policies.  
The participation of an expert in a FAO/WHO meeting does not imply that they are endorsed or 
recommended by the FAO/WHO nor does it create a binding relationship between the expert and 
FAO/WHO.  
The list of participating experts, a summary of relevant interests disclosed by such experts, and any 
appropriate mitigation measures taken by FAO/WHO relating to the management of conflicts of interests, 
will be reported publically in accordance with FAO/WHO practice. 


