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MONDAY, 13 NOVEMBER 2017

08.30 Registration

09.00 1. Welcoming and opening remarks; adoption of the agenda
The Chair of AMIS, Mr Jésus Silveyra of Argentina, will welcome participants to the 
12th session of the Global Food Market Information Group and open the meeting.

09.15 2. AMIS market situation and outlook 
The AMIS Secretariat will present latest developments and forecasts concerning global 
wheat, maize, rice and soybean markets.

10.15 3. Introducing the AMIS balances manual 
The AMIS Secretariat will present a manual to help country focal points prepare their 
commodity balances according to AMIS standards, and to highlight methodological 
differences between the main providers of global commodities data.

10.45  COFFEE BREAK

11.15 4. Monitoring chokepoints and vulnerabilities in global food trade 
Robert Bailey and Laura Wellesley of Chatham House will present their study on chokepoints 
and vulnerabilities in global food trade, including their recommendation to have AMIS work 
with governments to monitor and evaluate potential threats to global food trade flows.

12.30  LUNCH BREAK

14.00 5. Measuring market sentiment 
FAO will present results of its efforts to predict market trends based on market sentiment. 
For a more generic overview of the underlying methods of this new tool, especially machine 
learning and artificial intelligence, AMIS participants are invited to attend a seminar at 
WTO on Tuesday, 14 November from 15:00 to 16:30 (see flyer overleaf).

14.20 6. GEOGLAM Phase 2 
The Group on Earth Observations Global Agricultural Monitoring initiative (GEOGLAM) is
entering its second phase of implementation and will present its priorities, new regional
initiatives and next steps.

14.40 7. EU crops market observatory 
Mr. Damien Plan of the European Commission will present the EU’s crops market 
observatory, a recent initiative to increase transparency in European crop markets.

15.00  COFFEE BREAK
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15.30 8. Trade facilitation in the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
The Trade Facilitation Agreement seeks to expedite the movement, release and clearance 
of goods - especially those that are perishable. This brief presentation by Ms. Nora Neufeld 
of WTO will be approached within the broader context of how the Trade Faciliation 
Agreement is going to improve life for business (as well as governments and consumers) by 
creating a more transparent and predictable trading environment. 

15.50 9. State of play of WTO agricultural negotiations
Mr Cédric Pene of WTO will provide an overview of the WTO agriculture agenda and
present the current state of play regarding agricultural negotiations (e.g. market access,
domestic support to agricultural producers, export competition and export restrictions). 

16.10 10. Any other business

16.30 11. Chair’s summary report

17.00 12. Closing remarks
The Director General of WTO, Mr. Roberto Azevêdo, will close the meeting.

17.30  COCKTAIL RECEPTION

MONDAY, 13 NOVEMBER 2017 (CONT’D)

TUESDAY, 14 NOVEMBER 2017 (PM)

AMIS
Artificial Intelligence has a profound impact in today's 
world. With Deep Learning and Machine Learning 
at the forefront of fast evolving technology, the 
expectation for its application in market analysis is 
also gaining momentum. This is evidenced by traders’ 
growing reliance on computer algorithms to learn 
from economic data for profit opportunities. This 
seminar will give an introductory overview of these 
technologies and elaborate on some concrete examples 
in the realm of commodity market intelligence, such 
as FAO-AMIS sentiment-based market prediction and 
crop forecasting using satellite imagery. A number of 
other potential Machine Learning applications for the 
work of AMIS will also be put forward for discussion.

AGRICULTURAL MARKET 
INFORMATION SYSTEM (AMIS) 

Seminar



AMIS at Global Grains Geneva 
14-16 November 2017

Following the meeting of the Information Group, AMIS delegates are invited to participate in the Global 
Grain Geneva conference, a leading annual event sponsored by the private sector focusing on market 
developments in the grains and oilseeds sectors. Bringing together more than 1000 industry experts, the 
conference will feature a black sea forum, a risk management workshop as well as numerous topical 
presentations and discussions. The impressive line-up of speakers includes, for the first time, several AMIS 
delegates. 

AMIS has been granted a limited number of complimentary registrations. In view of this, priority will be 
given to secure the participation of at least one delegate per each AMIS country/organization (excluding 
conference speakers affiliated to AMIS). To help our planning, all those wanting to attend the conference 
are kindly asked to inform the AMIS Secretariat by Monday 23 October at the latest. 

Please note that the agenda (URL above) will be continuously updated with new 
information as it arrives   

http://www.globalgrainevents.com/geneva/agenda.html


