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  DAY 1: Wednesday, 22 June 2016 

Afternoon: 14.00-17.30

14.00 Registration and coffee

14.30 1. Welcoming and opening remarks FAO Assistant Director-General a.i., ES Department, 
and AMIS Chair (United States)

14.45 2. AMIS progress report and work 
programme (AMIS: IG/9 - 2016/2)

The Secretariat will highlight main achievements of AMIS from 
October 2015 to May 2016 and their respective contribution to the 
five main functions of AMIS:  
(i)   Information collection 
(ii)  Research
(iii) Capacity development 
(iv) Information dissemination  
(v)  Policy dialogue

This session will also provide a brief overview of upcoming activities as 
outlined in the Programme of Work 2016/17.

15.30 3. The status of data submissions to 
AMIS, including some discussions 
on the inclusion of processed 
products in trade  
(AMIS: IG/9 - 2016/3)

The Secretariat will present the overall status of data submissions and 
an assessment of main outstanding issues. Participating countries are 
invited to share their views on the challenges they face in submitting 
timely data, in order to agree on some general recommendations for 
follow-up action.
(i)   Overview of the latest status and unresolved problems (Secretariat)
(ii)  Open discussion on challenges faced (participating countries)
(iii) Timetable for receiving monthly forecasts from focal points

16.15 4. Capacity building: achievements 
and upcoming activities

The Secretariat will give an overview of AMIS capacity development 
activities, especially focusing on the multi-year projects financed by 
Japan and the Gates Foundation. In order to plan upcoming activities, 
AMIS participating countries are invited to discuss their capacity 
development needs, focusing on areas that are critical to improving 
market transparency and fulfilling their obligations toward AMIS.

16.45 5. Methodological innovations for 
generating price data and stocks 
and production forecasts: results 
from the Gates-funded project

The Secretariat will present methodological achievements, on-going 
work and future developments of the capacity development project 
funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. This session 
will showcase a recent AMIS study reviewing good practices in 
producing crop forecasts, based on country case studies conducted 
in Belgium, China, Morocco, South Africa and the United States. 
The study, produced in collaboration with the Global Strategy to 
Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics, highlights the human, 
institutional, technical and financial infrastructure needed to 
produce good forecasts. The presentation will also highlight the 
on-going testing of crowdsourcing techniques to monitor in real-
time commodity prices on rural markets. Finally, the development of 
methodological guidelines for stocks surveys will also be presented.

17.30           Reception (Aventino Room, 8th Floor)
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  DAY 2: Thursday, 23 June 2016

Morning: 09.00-12.30

09.00 6. World market situation and the 
2016/17 outlook: wheat, maize, 
rice and soybeans

Recent market developments and the short-term outlook for wheat, 
maize, rice and soybeans will be presented by the AMIS Secretariat. 
Participants are invited to comment on the Secretariat’s assessments 
and to provide the latest information with regard to their country’s 
situation.

10.30 Coffee break

11.00 7. Presentations on policy 
developments relevant for AMIS 

AMIS participating countries are invited to present recent policy 
developments, outlining the rationale for these policies and 
highlighting potential implications for markets. Among those 
presenting, China will brief the meeting on its latest policy with 
regard to maize production and stock holding. 

11.45 8. Hedging (and speculation) in 
practice: a real-market-data case 
study on maize   
 

Financial markets offer a wide variety of instruments to hedge 
before the harvest. A presentation by an expert from the EU will 
provide a quick review of futures and options, as well as some 
“hands-on” strategies based on developments in a real market 
situation. 

12.30 Lunch break

Afternoon: 14:00-17:30

14.00 9. Research relevant to AMIS 
undertaken by participating 
countries and organizations

AMIS participants and international organizations belonging to 
the AMIS Secretariat will present results of research they have 
undertaken that is relevant to the market and policy work of AMIS. 
• What drives volatility in food crops? The AMIS Secretariat 

will present the outcomes of a study to determine factors 
that are associated with jumps in the level of volatility of 
benchmark quotations for wheat, maize and soybeans, including 
recommendations (AMIS: IG/9 - 2016/4).

• Other research (to be confirmed)

14.45 10. GEOGLAM and collaboration with 
AMIS

• GEOGLAM overview: Presentation of the overall GEOGLAM 
programme, background, structure, objectives, and components.

• Crop Monitor updates and process: Presentation will include an 
update on recent progress of the Crop Monitor, overview of new 
developments including the Early Warning Crop Monitor and 
national crop monitors, and a summary on ongoing R&D.

• Panel discussion on GEOGLAM/AMIS collaboration at the 
national level: promoting closer working arrangements and 
interaction between the two agencies’ national focal points.
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• National focal points of GEOGLAM/AMIS would discuss how 
they are working together within their own countries and where 
they envisage scope for extended collaboration. This panel 
would provide an opportunity to discuss ongoing collaborations 
between AMIS and GEOLGAM focal points (both at the 
national scale, and amongst AMIS countries) and where there 
is an interest and clear benefit for strengthening these further. 
Topics may include benefits and challenges of utilization of 
satellite observations within current systems for area and yield 
estimation, integration of earth observations into early warning 
market indicators, etc.

15.45 Coffee break

16.00 11. Annual AMIS Food Outlook 
Conference

Following the success of the special event on the short-term market 
outlook for the four AMIS crops during the last IG meeting in Milan 
in October 2015, the Secretariat proposes to convert one of the 
two IG meetings held each year into an annual AMIS Food Outlook 
Conference. This proposal was welcomed at the last meeting of the 
AMIS Rapid Response Forum (Washington DC, March 2016) and 
it was suggested to be discussed in more detail for decision by the 
Information Group at this meeting.   

16.30 12. AMIS Briefing at the next meeting 
of the FAO Committee on 
Commodity Problems  
(3-7 October 2016) 

In view of the fifth anniversary of AMIS in October, which coincides 
with a meeting of the FAO Committee on Commodity Problems 
(CCP), a number of AMIS countries expressed their support for 
publicizing AMIS and its achievements to non-AMIS countries. 
In response, the Secretariat plans to organize a briefing session 
(of about two hours) as a special event during the CCP on the 
morning of 6 October at FAO headquarters in Rome. In order to 
make this briefing more effective, the Secretariat encourages AMIS-
participants to take a proactive role by giving short presentations 
about their experiences with AMIS. Those interested in taking part 
in the briefing are kindly invited to inform the Secretariat at this 
meeting.

16.45 13. Chair handover

17.00 14. Date and place of the next 
IG meeting 

Given the above-mentioned proposed briefing event for CCP, 
the Secretariat is also planning to hold the next IG meeting on 
6-7 October in Rome, back-to-back with CCP. The CCP is scheduled 
to take place from 4-6 October, following a Ministerial meeting 
on 3 October. All CCP delegates and AMIS-participants will be 
invited to the Ministerial event. Looking further ahead, the very 
first annual AMIS Food Outlook Conference, if agreed as discussed 
under Agenda item 12, could be planned for 2017. One idea could 
be to organize such a conference during the Green Week events in 
January 2017 in Berlin.

  DAY 2: Thursday, 23 June 2016 (Cont’d) 
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17.10 15. Any other business

17.15 16. Adoption of the Chair’s Summary report

17.30 17. Closure




