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University’s Mission 

• University’s  Subject  
– Universal, multidisciplinary  and interdisciplinary 

knowledge 

• Goals 
– Education  

– Research (Science and Technology) 

– Community Services 

• Target  
– Students, community, citizens, world’s well being 

(Science) 



FAO’s MISSION 

• FAO’s Subject 
• Food and Agriculture 

• Vision 
• A world free from hunger and malnutrition  

• Goals 
• Eradication of Hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition 

• Elimination of Poverty and the driving forward of Economic and 
Social Progress 

• Sustainable Management and utilization of Natural resources, 
including land, air, climate, genetic resources for the benefit of 
present and future generations 

• Target 
• Countries (governments) and the world’s well being 



Challenges 

•How the joint efforts of FAO (and governments) in 
partnership with the Universities could build a 

world with food security? 
 

•In spite of common “generic” intentions and goals; 
governments, FAO (Conference – 194 members; Council – 

49 members) and Universities and Research Institutes 
(Public and Private) would disagree on priorities. 



The Design of a Food Policy  

Sources of information 
•National surveys 
•Census 
•Geo-reference data 
•Anthropometric 
indicators 
•Food Security Scales 
•etc 

Methodologies and 
Approaches 

Databases Models of Policy Intervention + 

Institutional Environment 
 

 

Food Policy  



Food Policy Process 

Multidimensionality  Participatory 

Programs 

Scaling-up 

Implementing  Monitoring  Evaluating  

Specific actions 

Sustainability Framework  

Impacts and 

externalities 



Main Structural Changes 

Endless Economic Crisis 
End of Subsidies in Agriculture 

Economic Deregulation  
Urbanization  

Pressures on Environment 
Demography 

Food Consumption Habits 
 



Food policy ‘old’ Food policy ‘new’ 

Population Mostly  rural Mostly  urban 

Rural  
Jobs  and Income Mostly 
agricultural 

Mostly non-agricultural 

Employment in the 
food sector  

Mostly in food production and 
primary marketing 

Mostly in food manufacturing and 
retail 

Actors in food 
marketing  

Grain traders Food companies 

Supply chains  Short - small number of food miles Long - large number of food miles 

Typical food 
preparation  

Mostly food cooked at home 
High proportion of pre-prepared 
meals, food eaten out 

Purchased food 
bought in  

Local stalls or shops, open markets Supermarkets 

Food safety   issues 
Pesticide poisoning of field workers 
Toxins associated with poor storage 

Pesticide residues in food; 
Adulteration 
Bio-safety issues in processed foods 

Continue… 

Changing Paradigms 



Food policy ‘old’ Food policy ‘new’ 

Nutrition problems Under-nutrition 
Chronic dietary diseases (obesity, heart 
disease, diabetes) 

Remedies for 
household food 
shortage  

Safety nets, food-based relief Social protection, income transfers 

Fora for food policy 
Ministries of agriculture, 
relief/rehabilitation, health 

Ministries of trade and industry, 
consumer affairs, finance; Food activist 
groups, NGOs 

Focus of food policy 
Agricultural technology, 
parastatalreform, supplementary 
feeding,food for work 

Competition and rent-seeking in the 
value chain, industrial structure in the 
retail sector, futures markets, waste 
management, advertising, health 
education, food safety 

Source: Based on MAXWELL, S & SLATER, R. “ Food Policy Old and New” Development Policy Review 21(5-6), 2003 pp.531-553 

Changing Paradigms 



Partnership FAO- Academy 
Education 

What to do? 
•Incentives to include Food Studies as a Discipline in Graduate Levels; 
•Introduction  of Text Books on Food Security to Students; 
•On line courses for external students: public officials, ONG representatives, 
unionists, business community; 
•Capacity Building in FAO projects provided by university. 

 
How to do? 
•Implementing the Chair of Food Studies in selected universities; 
• Informing  government officials and educational authorities about Food 
Issues on a constant basis,  in order to increase their awareness; 
• Producing books, booklets, videos etc.  

 



Partnership FAO- Academy 
Research 

What to do? 
•Incentives and Grants to Social Interest Research; 
• Publishing a Interdisciplinary Scientific Journal; 
•Promoting Conferences; (FAO – Academia Science and Innovation Forum) 
•Spreading  and adapting new techniques.  
•Assessment and Evaluation of FAOs Projects 

 
How to do? 
•Implementing the Chair of Food Studies in selected universities; 
• Composing a Scientific committee in-house; 
• HLPE – FAO; 
•Visiting Scholars at FAO  

 



How the Universities could perform Food Security Activities? 

 

Supporting the community with health and nutrition 
services, full participation in Local Committees   

 

Mobilizing professors, employees and alumni through 
Food Security actions such as Reducing Food Waste, 
Serving Healthy Food, Gardens to Produce Food, 
Biocompost etc.  

Designing, implementing and assessing 
Food Security Programs 

Partnership FAO- Academy 
Community Services 



Community Services 

Examples  

“Scientific Mission ”  

“Partnership for 
Sustainability”  



Community Services 

Books and Booklets 

Book published in 
2003 and sponsored 
by: 
 The Council of 
Deans of Brazil 
The Federal 
Universities 
Association of Brazil 
The Association of 
Community 
Universities of Brazil   

http://www.ebah.com.br/content/ABAAAe9pMAB/cartilha-seguranca-alimentar-a-contribuicao-das-universidades 



Case Study  

Food and Nutrition Academic Network in Latin 
America 

• Redcapa 

• Fodepal - Redsan 

• Nucleo de Capacitación FAO/RLC 



REDCAPA 

• REDCAPA – “Red de Instituciones vinculadas a la Capacitación en 
Economía y Políticas Agrícolas en América Latina y el Caribe” was 
set up in Argentina in 1987 and supported by FAO.  

• Virtual  Educational Courses, in-loco Seminars and Book publishing 
including more than 20 universities in Latin America and the 
Caribbean 

• In 1994, the headquarters moved to Rio de Janeiro (CPDA/UFRRJ) 
and became independent in  financial terms.  

• the Foundation REDCAPA (Stichting REDCAPA Internationaal) was 
set up in the Netherlands in 2004 until 2010. There is some 
information that REDCAPA is supporting one Community 
Development Project in  Ghana. 

• NEAD (Academic arm of the Brazilian Ministry of Rural 
Development) in partnership with REDCAPA promoted Food 
Security e-courses from 2003 to 2005. 

 



FODEPAL 

• Created in 2000 through an agreement between AECI and FAO to 
promote e-learning among the Latin-American public. The initial 
budget was a total of  US$4.5 million to be used in 4 years. 

• The Fodepal command and all the technical supervision are located 
at Universidade Politecnica de Madrid (UPM) which is in charge of 
issuing the diplomas. 

• In 2003 the “colectivo de Instituciones y universidades” was created 
and signed by 21 Latin-American universities, UPM and FAO; Two 
years later, the “colectivo” has become the “Asociación Universitaria 
FODEPAL” 

• Hundreds of Courses on Rural Development, Forestry, Fishing, Food 
Security, Land Reform etc were taken by thousands of students. 

• In 2010, FODEPAL separated from FAO and  joined Fundación 
CEDDET, maintained by Spanish Employers  (International 
Companies) and the Spanish Cooperation 



Chair FODEPAL – REDSAN  

•International Tenders to select the best proposal 
combining the research and training on Food 
Security. 
•The amount involved in each Chair was around 
US$ 60 thousands for two years; 
•Winner Universities: Argentina (Rosario, 2005), 
Mexico (Jalisco, 2006), Guatemala and Nicaragua 
(Leon – Managua, 2007), and Brazil 
(Campinas,2008) 
   



Chair FODEPAL at Unicamp  

•Award for best articles on Food Security (II Premio a la 
Investigación en Seguridad Alimentaria y Nutricional en 
América Latina y el Caribe).  
•II CLACMESA – II Latin American and the Caribbean 
Conference on Food Security Measuring  
•Research Grants  to Students 
 



Chair FODEPAL at Unicamp  

Selection of Research Proposals :  
Eight proposals have been selected: 5 
undergraduate students (Scientific 
Initiation ) and 3 other graduate. 
Students are graduating from Medical 
School (3) Food Engineering (1) 
Agricultural Engineering (1). Graduate 
students are from the Faculties of 
Economics (1), Food Engineering (1) 
Social Sciences (1). 

 



Núcleo de Capacitación en Políticas 
Públicas 

•Since 2008 it has been a division of FAO-RLC, following 
the FODEPAL, and has a partnership with  Latin America 
and the Caribbean Initiative against hunger  
•For this 1st. Semester of 2014 the Nucleo is offering 6 e-
learning courses, 3 self-learning and 1 semi-presential 
course. 
•Hundreds of Students in Rural Development, Aquiculture 
and Forestry  



To Conclude 

•The partnership FAO-Academia must take into 
account the integrality of the role  of university : 
education, research and community services; 

•Not only the exchange of scientific information is 
vital for FAO’s duties but also the participation of 
academic personnel in its activities.  

•The “Academic Connection” is the fastest and the 
most independent way to monitor  and evaluate 
Food Security and Nutrition Programs. 



Thank You  


