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Executive Summary 

 In line with the recommendations of the 33rd Session of the Regional Conference for the Near East  
(NERC 33), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has stepped up its 
support to countries in the region ensuring that the vast majority of the recommendations have been 
implemented or initiated; in particular, that the Regional Initiatives that were launched in 2014; and 
regional dialogues and activities on livestock’s contribution to food security in the Near East and 
North Africa (NENA) region, application of FAO’s Blue Growth Initiative on Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, small-scale farmers and women empowerment.  

Main areas for which progress is achieved in the region in the implementation of the recommendations 
of the NERC 33 include: (i) improved resilience to food security and nutrition threats through 
intervention to combat plant and animal pest and diseases, including transboundary cases, and 
implementation of food security information and early warning systems; (ii) sustainable conservation 
of animal and plant genetic resources; (iii) reduction of food losses and waste; and (iv) development 
of social protection systems to increase resilience of small-scale family farmers. In addition, countries 
have been supported towards the improvement of sustainable water resources management, climate 
change adaptation and drought management. The current summary also includes updates on the 
Committee on World Food Security (CFS) and information on the Decentralized Offices Network. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The following table provides an update on progress made in the implementation of the recommendations 
made by the 33rd Session of FAO Regional Conference for the Near East (NERC 33). Several 
recommendations are addressed in the documents of the 34th Session of the FAO Regional Conference 
for the Near East. This table provides a summary of actions taken to address each recommendation. An 
extended list with complete details of all actions taken could be found in the Web Annex. 

                                                      
1 This section refers to the recommendations endorsed by the 33rd Session of NERC found in the Session's 
report at http://www.fao.org/3/a-mq757e.pdf 

II. REGIONAL AND GLOBAL POLICY AND REGULATORY ISSUES 

A. Livestock Contribution to Food Security in the Near East and 
North Africa Region 

Recommendations1 Actions Taken 

a. NERC encouraged countries 
to invest in sustainable development 
of the livestock sector to increase 
local production with a special focus 
on sheep fertility and lamb growth, 
and sustainable feed production; 

 

1. Support was provided to genetic conservation and 
fertility improvement of sheep and buffalo herds, and 
sustainable feed production in several member countries.  

2. An assessment of the impacts of conflict on genetic 
resources was conducted covering Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon. 
FAO also contributed to a technical e-learning curriculum on 
small ruminants covering North African countries. 

b. urged countries to reinforce, 
their support of FAO and its 
partners, for the governance of the 
veterinary services to effectively 
prevent, control and eradicate 
animal diseases at national, regional 
and global levels; 

 

3. A number of expert consultations and roadmap 
meetings were organized, in collaboration with organizations 
including World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), 
World Health Organization (WHO), Mediterranean Animal 
Health Network (REMESA), on effective control and 
eradication of existing and emerging animal diseases, such as  
Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD), highly pathogenic avian 
influenza (HPAI), Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD), Blue Tongue 
(BT), Rift Valley Fever (RVF), Middle East respiratory 
syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV); and antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR). 

4. Member countries’ work on surveillance and 
prevention of Transboundary Animal Diseases (TADs) was 
supported through applied research activities, livestock mass 
vaccinations and capacity raising campaigns for animal health 
workers. 

5. The first tutored online Arabic language course on 
FMD was developed and a range of emergency response 
actions to FMD were provided in North Africa. 

c. urged countries to 
implement the Global Plan of Action 
for animal genetic resources, and 
encouraged countries to expand the 

6. FAO contributed to several workshops and 
conferences on sustainable utilization and management of 
animal genetic resources and animal feed. 
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use of high yielding, drought- and 
salt-tolerant forage, pasture and 
rangeland varieties;  

 

d. encouraged countries to 
collaborate on intra- and 
interregional livestock trade and to 
benefit from opportunities of 
technology transfer and best 
practices; 

7. Support was provided to member countries in 
improving their sanitary and phytosanitary standards of 
exported livestock and smallholder capacities to achieve those 
standards in order to meet importing country requirements. 

e. requested countries to 
enhance policies in support of 
emergency and rehabilitation 
activities in the livestock sector; 

8. Livestock activities in areas affected by conflict (Iraq, 
the Syrian Arab Republic, Yemen), and/or protracted crisis 
(Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, the Sudan) were supported 
through the implementation of projects targeting resilience 
and food security and livelihoods of vulnerable beneficiaries.  

9. Expert Consultations and trainings on livestock 
emergency guidelines and standards were organized. 

10. Member countries have been supported in developing 
and harmonizing their national strategies, building emergency 
funds and programs on TADs.  

f. urged countries, with the 
support of FAO, to enhance 
capacities and raise awareness on 
anti-microbial resistance (AMR) in 
line with Conference resolution 
4/2015; 

11. FAO, in collaboration with WHO, helped member 
countries to establish national AMR focal points, assess 
existing AMR situation (including legislative frameworks 
governing AMR) and prepare national action plans. AMR 
training and awareness workshops were also organized. 

g. requested countries to 
promote natural resource 
management systems built on 
participation of smallholders, 
pastoralists and communities at 
large;  

12. Member countries were supported in sustainable 
management and monitoring of oasis ecosystems and natural 
resources, forests and rangelands, tenure and pastoralism. 
 
13. Geographic Information System (GIS) is under 
construction to monitor the Oases of North Africa along with 
FAO-developed land use assessment tool (Collect Earth). 
Trainings for these two systems in member countries were 
supported. 

h. urged FAO to strengthen 
support to Members by assisting in 
developing collaborative strategies 
and plans to manage transboundary 
animal disease risks, especially in 
times of crisis, improving disease 
reporting, monitoring of livestock 
movements, strengthening 
quarantine systems, and cross-
border research and dialogue; 
 

14. Training workshops on Good Emergency 
Management Practices (GEMP) (Hammamet, Tunisia in 
March 2016 and Meknès, Morocco in June 2016) and the FAO 
Emergency Centre for Transboundary Animal Diseases 
(ECTAD) network have been supporting countries to prepare 
for livestock disease emergencies. 
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i. urged FAO to strengthen 
support to Members by assisting in 
developing sustainable animal 
source food systems, particularly 
those that are focused on the rural 
poor, and their better integration 
into national value chains; 

15. Support was provided to Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia, 
the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen in developing 
sustainable food systems, for example through developing 
dairy value chains. Through a Unilateral Trust Fund (UTF), 
Morocco was supported in the valorization of its camel value 
chains. 

16. The production of local feed blocks in Yemen was 
supported. 

17. FAO has prepared a book on “Small-scale dairy sector 
review in the Near East” that would provide policy guidance 
and investment in support of smallholders to be better 
integrated into national value chains. 

j. urged FAO to strengthen 
support to Members by assisting in 
the nexus between emergency and 
rehabilitation in the livestock sector, 
especially in Member Nations 
affected by conflicts and protracted 
crises, through developing national 
and regional projects responding to 
threats of transboundary animal 
diseases and zoonoses, as well as 
protecting and rehabilitating 
livestock sector; 

 

18. An assessment was completed on lessons learned and 
best practices from emergency vaccination, livestock 
treatment, dairy and feeding programmes along the Syrian 
Arab Republic -Lebanon border and Iraq. 

19. FAO helped preserve livestock assets of the poor and 
vulnerable in different areas of the Syrian Arab Republic 
(including along the Syrian Arab Republic -Jordan border), in 
Iraq and Yemen through provision of veterinary vaccines, 
medication and animal feeds. Some projects provided chicken 
for backyard poultry husbandry. 

20. Through Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) 
projects, FAO assisted Jordan, Libya, the Sudan and Tunisia 
in the surveillance of TADs and zoonoses. 

k. urged FAO to strengthen 
support to Members by assisting in 
sustainable development of 
livestock sector, including 
improved meat, leather and wool 
production, processing and adding 
value to adapted local breeds 
through capacity building and 
facilitating experience sharing 
among countries; 

 

21. FAO conducted a feasibility study and developed a 
project for “Improving productivity of sheep production 
systems in the Jordanian Badia through the introduction of 
inclusive and efficient wool shearing and processing 
practices”.  

22. In Mauritania, FAO has conducted a valorisation 
feasibility study and supported strategy development for wool 
and leather production. 

23. Support was provided to Mauritania in developing a 
strategy for improving its slaughterhouses. 

l. urged FAO to strengthen 
support to Members by assisting in 
implementation of the Animal 
Production and Health Commission 
for NENA (APHCNENA) as an 
Article VI body; and welcomed the 
offer from Jordan to establish and 
host an Emergency Centre for 
Transboundary Animal Diseases 
(ECTAD); 

24. The Animal Production and Health Commission for 
NENA (APHCNENA) launch is awaiting its approval by the 
FAO Council.  

25. During 2016, FAO raised awareness of countries 
about the importance of the commission in various forums (the 
REMESA, the OIE General Session, 6th International 
Conference on Virology, etc.). 
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B. Fisheries and Aquaculture: Application of FAO’s Blue Growth Initiative 

a. NERC requested countries 
to accelerate efforts to address the 
effects of climate change and 
pollution on the marine ecosystems 
of the region; 

26. The “Ceinture Bleue” (Blue Belt) initiative was 
launched by Morocco during the 2016 UN Climate Change 
Conference, the twenty-second Conference of the Parties 
(COP 22). Communication with the Fisheries Department is 
ongoing about how FAO could support the implementation of 
this Initiative.  

27. Member countries have been supported through 
dialogue and cooperation among countries to promote 
collective responsibility and action on major environmental 
and agriculture-related issues, as in the case of dialogue 
established with RECOFI.  

28. Projects aimed at empowering women fishers; 
improving partnerships with the private sector, based on Blue 
Growth principles are ongoing.   

b. urged countries to safeguard 
the interests of small-scale and 
traditional fishing communities in 
the face of multinational illegal, 
unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing; 

29. There exists an international legal and policy 
framework to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated 
(IUU) fishing. To a variable extent, the respective Regional 
Fisheries Management Organizations, namely General 
Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) and 
RECOFI addressed governance issues to prevent, deter and 
eliminate IUU fishing and related activities. Studies to assess 
the current coverage of fishers have been launched in Egypt, 
Lebanon, Morocco and Tunisia. 

c. called on member countries 
to sign the FAO Agreement on Port 
State Measures to Prevent, Deter and 
Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing; 

30. As of March 2017, NERC countries are parties to the 
Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and 
Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing. Oman 
became signatory to the Agreement in 2013, the Sudan in 
2016, and Mauritania in 2017. In certain countries the process 
of being a contracting party is ongoing (i.e. in the Sudan and 
in United Arab Emirates). A call to member countries to 
consider joining the Agreement was made at the 9th Session 
of RECOFI held in May 2017. 

d.  requested FAO to support 
member countries through 
organizing knowledge and 
experience sharing events, and 
building capacity to develop 
sustainable and viable fishery and 
aquaculture industry in the region; 

31. Several projects supporting the development of 
aquaculture in member countries through experience sharing 
among members, fish losses and waste reduction, genetic 
improvement of certain species and improving their 
connection to markets are ongoing. 

e. requested FAO to assist 
countries to assess fishery resources 
at both country and regional level, 
information sharing, compilation 
and dissemination by regional Fish 

32. In accordance with RECOFI Minimum Data 
Reporting in the RECOFI area (RECOFI/6/2011/1), RECOFI 
member countries are providing catch and effort data. 
RECOFI adopted the RECOFI Recommendation 
RECOFI/8/2015/1 on Minimum Reporting on Aquaculture 
Data and Information. RECOFI also has a Regional 
Aquaculture Information System (RAIS), which will be 
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Monitoring Centre, to be established 
as data and information repository; 

 

updated through the technical and infrastructural support by 
Kuwait. The Marine Research Centers Network (RIMSMER) 
works also on sharing and disseminating data, but funds are 
needed to make it sustainable. 

33. A regional workshop on the joint assessment of 
kingfish stock has been scheduled to be held in 2018 under the 
2017-2018 programme of work of RECOFI. 

f. requested to develop 
guidelines on carrying out 
environmental impact assessments 
for aquaculture projects; 

34. Over the last years, the Working Group on 
Aquaculture (WGA) of RECOFI has worked on spatial 
planning for marine capture fisheries and aquaculture, 
focusing on the site selection, environmental impact 
assessment and monitoring, and licensing specific to finfish 
cage aquaculture. The WGA drafted a technical framework for 
a regional spatial planning development programme. In 
addition, a technical FAO publication titled “Marine spatial 
planning for enhanced fisheries and aquaculture 
sustainability-its application in the Near East” was published 
in 2016. 

g. requested to promote the 
technical knowledge and capacities 
in the areas of fisheries and 
aquaculture, including through 
South-South Cooperation; 

35. The possibility of South-South Cooperation (SSC) in 
the area of fisheries and aquaculture is under discussion with 
Oman. 

36. A project on “Knowledge sharing and capacity 
development for sustainable aquaculture development among 
Egypt and African countries” was developed under FAO 
Egypt’s South-South Cooperation programme. A training 
programme on the same subject was conducted in December 
2017. 

h. requested support countries 
in combating fish related diseases in 
the region. 

37. A project on tilapia summer mortality in Egypt was 
launched (March 2017-December 2017). The project will 
develop a national strategy for management of fish health and 
determine the status of the disease in Egypt. 

38. A regional workshop on “National Capacity for 
Cultured Animal Disease Diagnostic in Relation to Bio-
Security” was held in March 2018. 
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C. Small-scale Farmers and Women Empowerment in the Near East and North 
Africa Region 

a. NERC welcomed the efforts 
and actions undertaken by countries, 
FAO and partners in developing 
strategies and programmes for 
sustainable small-scale agriculture 
in the region and encouraged 
countries to develop comprehensive 
national action plans for its 
implementation based on relevant 
studies conducted by FAO in the 
region; 

39. FAO has been implementing a large number of 
projects, organized workshops and conducted analyses in 
member countries to support small-scale agriculture. 

40. Reports were produced and workshops were organized 
covering several member countries, aimed at assessing the 
status of sex-disaggregated data, information availability, 
social protection policies and statuses of producers’ 
organizations. 

41. Several value chain studies for non-wood forest 
products in Lebanon, the Sudan and Tunisia were supported. 

42. FAO collaborates with other organizations including 
International Labour Organization (ILO) and International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), analysing child labour and 
migration in the region. 

43. In the context of the activities of the Sustainable 
Development Goal 2 (SDG2) Committee, FAO initiated a 
pilot activity of the Food Security and Nutrition Inter-Agency 
Social Protection Assessment (FSN ISPA Tool) in Palestine in 
2017. The FSN ISPA tool (https://ispatools.org/) will support 
Palestine in assessing to what extent different types of social 
protection programmes contribute to improved FSN outcomes 
and to set out possible options for enhancement and assistance 
to the most vulnerable rural population (small-scale 
producers). 

b. urged countries, with the 
support of FAO, to expand the use of 
high-yielding and drought-tolerant 
varieties of crops, pasture and 
rangeland species; 

44.  FAO supports scaling-up the use of drought-tolerant 
forage crop varieties, seed multiplication, land management in 
the context of climate change in several member countries. 

c. encouraged Member 
Nations to strengthen support to 
family farmers, invest in 
programmes to reduce rural poverty 
and improve opportunities for 
market access and livelihoods; 

45. FAO is working to identify niches for employment and 
the elaboration of training materials and tools on apiculture, 
small ruminants and dairy sectors in North African countries. 

46. FAO implements projects in order to support small-
scale producers, in a large number of member countries 
covering various products, through food losses and waste 
reduction, collection and analysis of gender disaggregated 
data and youth unemployment among others. 

d. requested FAO to promote 
South-South Cooperation to support 
family farmers; 

47. Three SSC projects including support to family 
farmers were formulated with Guinea, Mali, Oman and 
Swaziland; along with another project supporting the Plan 
Maroc Vert as a part of SSC. 
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48. SSC project formulation missions, study tours, 
training programmes were organized with member countries.  

e. urged FAO to enhance its 
cooperation with UNIDO and other 
international organizations for the 
development and introduction of 
appropriate agro-machineries and 
technologies to enhance the 
productivity in the agriculture sector 
and along the supply chain; and 

49. Projects promoting youth employment in rural 
Algeria, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia and analysing 
employment and migration in Ethiopia and Tunisia are 
planned in cooperation with the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO). Moreover, in the Syrian 
Arab Republic, FAO, in cooperation with the EU, is exploring 
the possibility of working with UNIDO to strengthen the 
resilience of smallholder farmers.  

50. FAO is responsible for the implementation of the 
project components dealing with the improvement and 
harmonization of National Food Control Systems in the region 
and with enhancing countries participation in the work of 
Codex. 

51. FAO delivered a five-day training programme on the 
application of the newly developed “FAO/WHO National 
Food Control System Assessment Tool”. 

52. FAO is developing a project proposal with UNIDO on 
“Enhancement of regional trade capacities in food through a 
harmonized regional conformity assessment and food safety 
systems”. 

f. requested FAO to provide 
technical assistance for safe use of 
pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers 
through the use of good agricultural 
practices guided by the Codex 
Alimentarius Texts and Standards. 

53. FAO is working on the disposal of obsolete pesticides 
to support the eradication and control of various pests. 

54. FAO supports the introduction of drought-resistant 
crop varieties in member countries. A plant protection regional 
network is created and its capacities are reinforced through 
several trainings in the region. A database and the Near East 
Plant Protection Organization (NEPPO) web site have been 
created to exchange information on pest and disease, experts, 
labs, pesticides, regulations, etc.. 

D. Updates on the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) 

a. NERC encouraged all 
stakeholders to disseminate, 
promote, make use of the “Principles 
for Responsible Investment in 
Agriculture and Food Systems 
(CFS-RAI)”, “Framework for 
Action for Food Security and 
Nutrition in Protracted Crises (CFS-
FFA)” and Voluntary Guidelines on 
the Responsible Governance of 
Tenure (VGGT); 

55. A Letter of Agreement (LoA) was signed in 
February 2017 for “Raising FAO as a Knowledge Partner at 
the 3rd Arab Conference for Agriculture Investment” in the 
Sudan. FAO’s participation has led to the endorsement of a 
recommendation to adopt the Responsible Agricultural 
Investment (RAI) Principles by public and private entities at 
regional and national levels.  

56. There is an ongoing EU-funded project in the Sudan to 
“Promote the provision for legitimate land tenure rights using 
Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of 
Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of 
National Food Security (VGGT) to conflict displaced 
communities including small-scale rural farmers, pastoralist, 
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and internally displaced peoples (IDPs) in the Darfur region”. 
The project is an important step in strengthening sustainable 
and community-based management of land resources to 
eradicate hunger and poverty in Darfur.  

57. A side event in the 44th CFS with the World Food 
Programme was supported in October 2017 on “Changing 
Lives, Nourishing Dreams: Regional Initiative for School 
Meals and Social Protection in the Middle East and North 
Africa”. 

58. FAO assisted the development of a partnership with 
World Food Programme (WFP) in “School meals and social 
protection in the Middle East and North Africa region”; the 
partnership was launched in February 2017 at WFP 
headquarters. 

b. encouraged all stakeholders 
to implement the recommendations 
resulting from the policy 
roundtables on “Food Losses and 
Waste in the Context of Sustainable 
Food Systems”, “Sustainable 
Fisheries and Aquaculture for Food 
Security and Nutrition” and “Water 
for Food Security and Nutrition”. 

59. Projects targeting various value chains aimed at food 
losses and waste reduction, value chain development, and 
water management with implications for food security are 
ongoing in member countries. 

III.  PROGRAMME AND BUDGET MATTERS 

A. Results and Priorities for FAO in the Near East and North Africa Region 

a. NERC supported the 
continuation of the Regional 
Initiatives for the 2016-17 
biennium: (i) Regional water 
scarcity initiative; (ii) Small-scale 
agriculture for inclusive 
development; (iii) Building 
resilience for enhanced food 
security and nutrition; as well as 
attention to food safety, agricultural 
trade and market information; and 
looked forward to annual reporting 
by FAO on results; 

60. The Regional Initiative on Small-Scale Agriculture 
(SSA) has been retitled as Small Scale Family Farming (SSFF) 
and continues working towards its mandate. Water Scarcity 
Initiative (WSI) also continues implementing projects at the 
regional level. 

61. The Regional Initiative on Building Resilience for 
Food Security and Nutrition (RI FSN) continued its support to 
11 countries. Areas of support cover: (i) formulation of food 
security and nutrition policies, strategies and investment 
frameworks; (ii) food security information systems including 
early warning; (iii) preparedness including Disasters Risk 
Reduction; (iv) food systems including food losses and waste; 
and (v) response to shocks. 

b. noted the request of Lebanon 
and Egypt to be focus countries for 
the Regional Initiatives in the Near 
East; 

 

62. Egypt is focus country for the WSI, SSFF and FSN; 
Lebanon is focus country for SSFF. 

63. Egypt and Lebanon are focus countries for RI FSN 
since its creation. In addition, Egypt became a close- 
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observation country in 2016 as a mechanism put in place to 
accelerate delivery. 

64. WSI has attracted Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (Sida) funds worth of USD 10 million to 
implement a regional project on SDG Target #6.4 (By 2030, 
substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors 
and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater 
to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the number 
of people suffering from water scarcity).  

c. highlighted the importance 
of sound statistics and information 
for decision-making, early warning 
and measuring the effectiveness of 
interventions by countries and FAO; 
 
 

65. FAO is supporting a wide range of stakeholders in 
Yemen through its Food Security Information System that was 
put in place and that is now being extended to cover most parts 
of the country. 

66. FAO has supported a number of countries in the region 
on information generation for decision-making in the form of 
early warning systems development, damage and loss 
assessments, food security information systems, etc. 

d. emphasized the necessity of 
country support and ownership of 
FAO work through Regional 
Initiatives to support national 
policies and priorities; 

67. FAO supports Algeria, Mauritania and Tunisia in the 
setting up of national commissions for Globally Important 
Agriculture Heritage Systems (GIAHS) and to develop an 
action plan to promote GIAHS. Strategic planning on water 
resources in agriculture is underway in support of policies for 
the sustainable management of water resources. 

68. Countries are fully engaged with the RI FSN through 
the “Country Support Process”. This continuous dialogue and 
collaboration is positively accelerating the timely delivery and 
implementation of activities. 

69. FAO supported the development/strengthening of 
national policies and strategies with focus on enhancing Food 
Security and Nutrition (FSN): national policy for FSN were 
developed in the Sudan; agriculture strategy in Palestine; 
National Agricultural Policy (NAP) in United Arab Emirates; 
and Sustainable Agricultural and Rural Development Strategy 
(SARDS)/investment plan in Oman. 

e. urged FAO and member 
countries to strengthen the role of 
non-governmental and civil society 
organizations at all levels for 
achieving better progress in the 
implementation of the Regional 
Initiatives and programmes geared 
towards mitigating food insecurity 
and hunger in the region; 

70.  Countries are supporting the Regional Initiatives by 
participating in programmes and projects. FAO is encouraging 
the full engagement of civil society organizations in the 
formulation of the new Country Programming Frameworks 
(CPFs) currently ongoing: a regional TCP project 
(TCP/RAB/3603), “Support to strengthen national capacities 
of producer organizations in the NENA region” (covering 
Lebanon, Oman and the Sudan) is also ongoing. 

f. urged FAO to work with 
member countries in collaboration 
and partnership with subregional, 
regional and international 

71. FAO is encouraging the full engagement of 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society 



NERC/18/INF/5  11 

 

 

institutions, particularly for work in 
countries affected by regional 
crises; 

organizations in the formulation of new CPFs, currently 
ongoing. 

g. requested FAO to strengthen 
the institutional capacity of 
countries to respond to crises; 

72. A new UMA network for plant protection will be 
created by 2018. A database of plant protection is being set up 
on the NEPPO web site. 

73. RI FSN supported crisis-affected countries in 
strengthening leadership, surging capacity and representation 
in the relevant agriculture and livelihoods clusters and sector 
coordination mechanisms. These activities have contributed to 
informing wider national and sector response as well as in 
increasing resource mobilization for humanitarian and 
recovery efforts. 

h. stressed the importance of 
resource mobilization and requested 
FAO and member countries to work 
together to mobilize resources from 
development partners, including 
international financial institutions 
and regional development banks in 
order to ensure the implementation 
of regional initiatives and country 
programmes; 

 

74. The FAO Investment Centre (TCI) has been 
supporting the formulation, implementation and evaluation of 
investment operations in the region, through its cooperation 
with the World Bank, International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) and the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD).  

75. Since January 2016, the total resources mobilized 
amounts to USD 204 million, in support to the: (i) reform and 
development of markets and value chains and producers’ 
organizations in Palestine; (ii) enhancement of Yemen food 
security information systems and rural livelihoods Programme 
(EFRP); (iii) implementation of the 2030 Agenda for water 
efficiency/productivity and water sustainability in NENA 
region, and (iv) resilience building in the Syrian Arab 
Republic. 

76. Near East resource mobilization needs have been 
systematically raised during the last two years, in the Strategic 
Dialogue Meetings held with Sweden, France and the EU and 
have resulted in approval and funding of the several projects. 

77. UTFs between member governments and FAO were 
signed, mobilizing resources from Sida, World Bank, and 
GEF. 

78. Major marketing activities were undertaken during 
2017 in order to strengthen donor knowledge and attention in 
the field of animal and plant diseases in partnership with OIE.

i. requested the full alignment 
between the FAO Strategic 
Objectives and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) set out 
in the 2030 Agenda; 

79. The alignment with the SDGs continues to be reflected 
in newly formulated CPFs. 

 

j. agreed that recent important 
global developments including the 
SDGs, the Paris Agreement on 

80. All of the CPFs being prepared foresee a strong 
alignment with the SDGs, Nationally Determined  
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Climate Change, the Rome 
Declaration on Nutrition and the 
ICN2 Framework for Action and the 
UN Decade of Action on Nutrition 
(2016-2025) will guide national and 
regional action and FAO’s work in 
food and agriculture in the future;  

 

 Contributions (NDCs), in addition to nutrition being 
mainstreamed in CPFs. 

k. noted the developments in 
some countries in the region 
concerning (i) conflict and upheaval 
and related social and economic 
impacts, in particular forced 
displacement and migration; (ii) 
unsatisfactory economic growth; 
(iii) youth unemployment; (iv) 
rising levels of import dependence 
and exposure to market shocks; (v) 
high levels of malnutrition in 
different forms; and (vi) 
transboundary animal and plant 
pests and diseases and food safety, 
and looked forward to further 
analytical work by FAO as a basis 
for guiding future work in the 
region. 

81. A Regional Equality Gender Strategy has been 
developed highlighting areas of focus for the NENA region for 
mainstreaming gender in its overall portfolio with special 
focus on youth, gender-sensitive value chain development, 
sex-disaggregated data, gender and water governance and 
resilience to conflicts. 

82. RI FSN supported the development of the Regional 
Overview of Food Security and Nutrition with a focus on 
Building resilience for food security and nutrition in time of 
conflict, which contributes to further understanding of the 
relationship between hunger, malnutrition, markets and 
conflict in the region, and informs strategies for achieving 
Zero Hunger targets (i.e. SDG #2). 

83. Assistance provided to programmes aiming at: (i) 
preventing transboundary animal and plant pests and diseases; 
and (ii) responding to main outbreaks in the region (Xyllela 
Fastidiosa, RPW, Avian Influenza, etc.). In addition, regional 
paper on the “Livestock contribution to food security in the 
Near East and North Africa region” was presented to the 
NERC 33. Expert Consultations meetings on: (i) Contingency 
Planning for Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza in the NENA 
region; and (ii) RPW were organized with support of the RI 
FSN. 

B. Decentralized Offices Network 

a. NERC supported the 
proposed principle and general 
criteria for reviewing FAO coverage 
and recognized the need to update 
the coverage of FAO offices in the 
region; 

84. The Office of Support to Decentralized Offices (OSD) 
is working with the Office of Deputy Director-General 
Operations (DDO), in consultation with the Regional Office, 
on a reform to the staffing models of Country Offices. This 
would increase the flexibility in the use of the FAO 
Representations’ Network resources to adjust to emerging 
needs and invest in evolving expertise requirements. In the 
next biennium a streamlined country office staffing model will 
be gradually introduced based inter alia on the size and relative 
complexity of the country programme including voluntary 
contributions and partnerships.  

85. Negotiations are ongoing for the establishment of 
Partnership and Liaison Offices in High-Income and Upper-
Middle-Income countries.  

b. requested FAO to undertake 
an independent assessment of its 

86. An Independent Assessment of FAO’s Technical 
Capacity, at headquarters and in Decentralized Offices was 
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technical capacity as per the 
recommendation of the 153rd 
session of the FAO Council in 
December 2015, particularly in the 
decentralized offices; 

carried out. The Report was welcomed by the 40th Session of 
the FAO Conference.  

c. endorsed the establishment 
of a Subregional Office for Mashreq 
countries in Lebanon and 
appreciated the offer and readiness 
of Lebanon (logistically, 
administratively and financially) to 
host this office in line with related 
previous decisions. 

87. The agreement on the establishment of a Subregional 
Office for the Mashreq countries, which covers Iran (Islamic 
Republic of), Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and the Syrian Arab 
Republic, was signed between the Government of Lebanon 
and FAO on 14 December 2016. Six professional positions 
have been established and will gradually be filled upon receipt 
by FAO of the generous contribution offered by the 
Government of Lebanon. 


