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MARHABA  
This month FAO marked World Food Day, an 
important day set aside each year to reflect on food 
security issues and ways FAO and its development 
partners worldwide can work together to eliminate  
hunger and poverty. This year’s events across the 
globe focused on agricultural cooperatives as a vital 
way through which people can lift themselves out of 
hunger and poverty. The World Food Day official 
ceremony in Sudan was held in partnership with the 
Ministry of Agriculture. As those of you who 
attended our event in Khartoum would have heard 
me say, cooperatives have the potential to solve the 
world’s food security problems. In Sudan, FAO and 
our partners are supporting small producers to 
become more productive and to work collectively to 
have better access to markets, as one way of 
achieving improved food security. Thank you to all of 
our partners who attended the day. You can read 
more about it and other food security-related 
activities in this month’s newsletter. 
Charles Agobia 
FAO Representative a.i. Sudan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOVE: some of the FAO team at this year’s World 
Food Day event in Khartoum. Left to right: SPCRP-CB’s 
Omelnisa Elfaki, one of the Emergency and 
Rehabilitation Unit’s Agricultural Officers Mahmoud 
Dafalla, SPCRP-CB’s Imad Rahel and IT Officer Ahmed 
Gamal.  
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FAO field officers report that the main sorghum and 
millet crops are at the ripening ‘milky’ stage and are 
not yet dry enough for harvest. There has been 
widespread good crop establishment because of 
ample earlier rains, and FAO’s Global Information and 
Early Warning System (GIEWS) expects that sorghum 
production in Sudan’s secure areas will be more than 
double the 2011 harvest and about 15 percent above 
the five-year average. A corresponding overall 
increase in food security is expected. GIEWS has also 
found sorghum and millet prices are continuing to 
retreat from their peaks earlier this year, reflecting 
the favourable prospects for the coming harvest.  
Sesame and groundnuts are at harvesting stage, other 
early-maturing crops like maize and short maturing 
sorghum varieties are already in the market, and a 
good okra yield is expected. Field officers also report 
that farmers are beginning to prepare their land for 
the winter planting season.   
The good rains at the start of this season have also 
encouraged pasture growth enriched with green 
grasses. As a result livestock body conditions are 
noticeably improved and fodder prices are decreasing. 
FAO field officers report that in North Darfur’s El 
Fasher market the fodder price has decreased as 
animals move away from populated areas to access 
the new growth. Our field officers in South Darfur also 
report that some pastoralists have started their 
seasonal move south. Preparations for Eid El Adha 
celebrations caused a seasonal spike in the price of 
sheep. In Kadugli, for example, the price of a male 
sheep almost doubled in the last month from 389 SDG 
to 740 SDG (approximately $US 68 to $US 129 based 
on an exchange rate of 5.7 Sudanese pounds per US 
dollar).   

  

 

 

AGRICULTURAL UPDATE 
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FSL UPDATE 

FAO in collaboration with WFP has been facilitating 
the preparation of the Food Security and Livelihoods 
Sector Response Plan for the 2013 Humanitarian 
Work Plan.   
Needs analysis done by the sector indicates that a 
number of factors will negatively impact the food 
security situation in Sudan in 2013.  They include i) 
losses incurred from unattended farms due to the 
conflict-induced displacement of farmers; ii) the 
prevailing high food and agricultural commodity 
prices further exacerbated by a high inflation rate; 
iii) an increase in fuel prices; and iv) a depreciating 
Sudanese pound that has further reduced the 
purchasing power of already vulnerable populations 
such as internally displaced persons (IDPs), 
returnees and refugees.   
In order to address the needs of the affected 
population, the sector plans to provide livelihoods 
support to 3.3 million people and food assistance to 
3.6 million people.  The planned coverage for 
livelihoods support and food assistance represents 
57.9 percent and 63.2 percent of the sector caseload 
(affected population) of 5.7 million people.   
In 2013, the sector will be guided by the following 
objectives: (i) reducing food insecurity and saving 
lives of vulnerable people, (ii) improving food and 
livelihoods security of vulnerable households, (iii) 
sustainably restoring and improving natural 
resources in vulnerable communities and eco-
systems, and (iv) strengthening coordination of 
interventions and the capacity of partners to 
prepare for and effectively respond to food security 
and livelihoods emergencies. 
In order to provide the required support to the 
sector target population, 57 organizations (3 UN 
agencies, 26 international NGOs and 28 national 
NGOs) proposed 74 projects with a total funding 
requirement of US$ 407.2 million, 80.3 percent of 
which is required for food assistance.  
FAO requires a total of US$ 28.65 million to support 
3.1 million people in Darfur, the Three Protocol 
Areas and eastern Sudan.  The FAO funding needs 
represent 7.0 percent of sector requirements. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANADIAN COOPERATION 
The Chargé d’affaires of the Canadian Embassy in 
Sudan Mr Dominique Rossetti made a recent visit to 
FAO’s Khartoum office, accompanied by the Embassy’s 
head of Aid Mr Rejean Hallee. The Canadians met with 
FAO’s Representative a.i. Mr Charles Agobia, the 
Assistant Representative Mr. Salah Ahmed and the 
Emergency and Rehabilitation Coordination Unit’s 
Senior Coordinator Ms Sabine Schenk. Mr Rossetti 
thanked Mr Agobia for the excellent partnership 
between FAO and the Canadian government. FAO is 
currently implementing a $US 6.16 million project 
funded by CIDA in eastern Sudan, in collaboration with 
UNIDO. The four year project is based in Kassala and 
aims at boosting food security through supporting the 
livelihoods of the targeted communities. Mr Rossetti 
and Mr Agobia also discussed areas for future 
collaboration. 
 

 
 
LEFT TO RIGHT: FAO Assistant Representative Mr Salah 
Ahmed, the Chargé d’affaires of the Embassy of 
Canada in Sudan Mr Dominique Rossetti, FAO 
Representative a.i. Mr. Charles Agobia, FAO’s Senior 
Emergency and Rehabilitation Coordinator Ms. Sabine 
Schenk and The Embassy of Canada’s Head of Aid Mr 
Rejean Hallee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

|ABOUT FAO| FAO was founded in 1945 with a 
mandate to raise nutrition levels and living standards, 
to improve agricultural productivity and to better the 
condition of rural people. FAO is the lead UN technical 
agency for expertise in food security, agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries, rural development and the 
sustainable use of natural resources. 
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WORLD FOOD DAY 2012 

 

TOP: Sudan’s official World Food Day ceremony was held 
in conjunction with the Ministry of Agriculture. 
MIDDLE: FAO’s Representative a.i. Charles Agobia 
addresses the attendees inside the hall at Agricultural 
Engineers’ House in Riyadh, Khartoum. 
BOTTOM: Children wait to perform on stage in front of 
approximately 300 guests who attended the event. 
See more photos about World Food Day here: 
www.fao.org/english/newsroom/photos/2012/wfdpho
togallery/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

World Food Day was marked on the 16th of October at 
an official ceremony at Agricultural Engineers House in 
Khartoum hosted by FAO and the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Representatives from the Government of 
Sudan, foreign embassies and donor organizations, UN 
agencies, international and national Non-Government 
Organizations, farmers’ groups and local media 
attended the event. This year’s theme, “Agricultural 
Cooperatives: Key to Feeding the World”, helped shape 
the speeches and discussions during the morning. 
Several agricultural cooperatives took part in a large 
exhibition display outside the main hall which was 
officially opened by the State Minister of Agriculture 
and Irrigation, Dr. Gaafar Ahmad Abdalla.   
 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR  
FARMER FIELD SCHOOLS 
One of FAO’s major development programs, the Sudan 
Productive Capacity Recovery Programme-Capacity 
Building (SPCRP-CB), funded by the European Union, 
held its final workshop on the Farmer Field School 
approach in Khartoum this month. The main objective 
of the workshop was to present the Schools’ results and 
lessons learned and plan the way forward after the 
closure of SPCRP-CB in December 2012.  
Farmer Field Schools help farmers improve staple crop 
and horticulture production through on-farm learning 
during the cropping season. Since SPCRP-CB’s inception 
five years ago, 222 schools have been established in 
SPCRP-CB’s project states (South Kordofan, Blue Nile, 
Red Sea and River Nile) involving more than 5,500 
farmers. As a result of the adoption of the FFS 
approach, participants have achieved increased yields, 
improved knowledge of cropping systems, diversified 
agricultural activities and higher incomes. In addition, 
participants have passed on their knowledge to others 
in their community. 
Representatives from the federal and state Ministries of 
Agriculture, the Agricultural Research Corporation, FAO, 
the European Commission and Farmer Field School 
facilitators were among the workshop attendees. 
Central to the discussion was how to capitalize on the 
assets and achievements already in place. A school 
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facilitator from Blue Nile, Mohamed Abdalla, told the 
workshop his group had adopted improved ways to 
rotate crops and to control sorghum pests without 
pesticides. A school facilitator from South Kordofan 
said the schools made a vital link between farmers, 
extension messaging and research. Osman Awad from 
a Farmer Field School in River Nile state said tomato 
production had increased by more than 100 percent 
because of a reduction in weeds, plant disease and 
soil salinity and the introduction of organic fertilizer. 
Recommendations from the workshop include 
increased federal and state support for the schools’ 
continuation including the establishment of federal 
and state committees, and donor support for a 
second phase of school activities. In the closing 
session, FAO’s Representative a.i. Mr. Charles Agobia 
told the workshop FAO is ready to provide continued 
technical support to the schools, and expressed the 
Organization’s readiness to work for the schools’ 
sustainability in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

 
ABOVE: A Farmer Field School in South Kordofan 
BELOW: Prof. Dr Gamal Abdalla Elbadri, Director of 
the Crop Protection Research Centre at the 
Agricultural Research Corporation, at the workshop. 
 

 

REPORT: THE STATE OF FOOD 
INSECURITY IN THE WORLD 
A new report released this month suggests that 
achieving the Millennium Development Goal of 
reducing by half the number of hungry people in the 
developing world by 2015 is still within reach. The 
State of Food Insecurity in the World 2012 is jointly 
published by FAO, the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD) and the World Food 
Programme (WFP). It states that the number of 
hungry people in the world declined by 132 million 
between 1990-92 and 2010-12. Since 2007-2008, 
however, global progress in reducing hunger has 
slowed and leveled off. Nearly 870 million people, or 
one in eight, were suffering from chronic 
undernourishment in 2010-2012. The figures for 
Sudan for the 2010-2012 period combine both Sudan 
and South Sudan. They state that 18 million people 
were undernourished during the 2-year study period. 
This represents 39.4 percent of the combined 
population and is a 6 percent drop since 1990-92. "If 
the average annual hunger reduction of the past 20 
years continues through to 2015, the percentage of 
undernourishment in the developing countries would 
reach 12.5 percent - still above the MDG target of 
11.6 percent, but much closer to it than previously 
estimated," the report says.  
Africa was the only region where the number of 
hungry grew over the period, from 175 million to 239 
million, with nearly 20 million added in the past four 
years. Globally, more than 100 million children under 
five are underweight and childhood malnutrition is a 
cause of death for more than 2.5 million children 
every year. The report recommends that agricultural 
growth involving smallholders, especially women, will 
be most effective in reducing extreme poverty and 
hunger when it generates employment for the poor. 
The report’s figures are based on updated information 
on population, food supply, food losses, dietary 
energy requirements and other factors but the 
methodology doesn’t capture the short-term effects 
of food price surges and other shocks.  
 
See the report: www.fao.org/publications/sofi/en/ 


