
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Current situation  
The Desert Locust situation in Somalia remains critical. New generations are 
developing in northern Somalia districts of Lughaye, Zeylac, Burco, Buuhoodle 
and Laas Caanood (see map on page 3 below). Immature swarms have migrated 
south to Hirshabelle, Jubaland and South West states. The risk to both pasture 
and crops in 2020 (Gu and Deyr) remains high and critical given the ever 
expanding areas affected, continued hatching and formation of hoppers and 
swarms.  

 Recent government surveys in Somalia reveal that Locusts are at various stages 
of development with hoppers, immature as well as mature adults. Vast numbers 
of immature adults migrated south and are reported to have reached Hirshabelle, 
Jubaland and South West states. Most of these initial swarms have now moved to 
Kenya, but only after causing localized damage to crops and pasture in Somalia.  

According to Locust Watch, since November 2019, the situation in Somalia has 
changed from “Caution” to “Threat” as swarms move south. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Global situation (November 2019) http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/en/info/info/index.html 

Global threat (November 2019 and January 2020) http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/common/ecg/75/en/DLrisk494e.jpg 

Desert Locust Emergency in 
Somalia  

 

UPDATE 02 | 17 January 2019 Locusts attacking a sorghum crop, Gacanka village, Hirshabelle,         

6 January 2020 

Regional resources & updates 

Desert Locust situation update; 13 
January 2020:   
http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/en/info/i
nfo/index.html 
 
Current upsurge (2019-2020) updates, 
photos and videos:         
http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/en/info/2
094/index.html 
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Forecast 
The above normal seasonal showers expected through January are likely to support the development of a new generation 
of the Desert Locust in Somalia as well as Ethiopia. Such conditions will also enable hoppers and fledglings left behind after 
the first wave of migration to complete their life cycle and become adults.

As conditions still remain favorable for Desert Locust breeding there is a likelihood of new swarms developing and 
migrating to southern Somalia over the next few weeks. Surveillance and control operations therefore remain a priority 
in northern Somalia.  

 

 

 

 

 

Impact on food security in Somalia 
The Desert Locust migration to Somalia’s southern breadbasket coincided with the tail end of the Deyr agricultural season. 
Damage to the ongoing Deyr harvest is localized, primarily affecting late planted crops at milking stage.  Damage to pasture 
is also localized and average to above average pasture and browse is available across the country. Initial field reports 
indicate that households in Belet Weyne, Luuq, Baardheere, Garbahaarey, Belet Xaawo, Doolow, Ceel Barde, Xudur, 
Waajid, Rab Dhuure, Buur Hakaba and Qansax Dheere (Hiraan, Galgaduud, Bakool and Bay regions) were the most affected 
by Desert Locust swarms. FAO is in the process of quantifying these losses. The food security impact is also being further 
analyzed as part of the ongoing FSNAU FEWS-NET led post-Deyr food security and nutrition analysis. The risk to both 
pasture and crops in 2020 must not be underestimated and remains high and critical given the ever expanding areas 
affected, continued hatching and formation of hoppers and swarms. 

Ongoing efforts 
The Desert Locust Unit, operating out of Hargeisa, carried out limited 
control operation in Liban, Samatara and Karuune (Lughaye in Awdal) in late 
December using Metarhizium acridum targeting. These operations targeted 
second to fourth instar hoppers and covering 16 hectares of breeding 
ground. Survey operations (of an additional 20 000 hectares) will continue 
throughout January. Such information is crucial in providing new and vital 
data to FAO’s Global Desert Locust Information Service (DLIS).  

Due to the importance of Somalia as a breeding ground, the DLIS has 
provided the country with an additional eLocust3 unit. This unit is to be 
used by the Ministry of Agriculture in Galgaduud State to collect data. 
Somalia now has five operational eLocust3 units.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasonal rainfall predictions 

The latest seasonal precipitation predictions 
(provided by the World Climate Service) forecast 
above-normal rainfall in the spring breeding areas of 
northern Somalia through February followed by 
normal rains. This higher moisture level will create 
ideal conditions for the hatching of eggs, while green 
vegetation will support the development of a new 
generation of locusts in Somalia. 

Desert Locust Unit control operations using vehicle 

mounted equipment, Lughaye, Somaliland, 

December 2019 

Desert Locust Information Services and World Climate Services 

17 January 2020 

 

Additional support required for Somalia 
As we are approaching the “spring” breeding season and with favorable ecological conditions, the Desert Locust 
population is expected to continue to grow in the north and migrate south. Over the next six months, more than 
100 000 hectares will require some form of direct control. Immediate institutional, infrastructural and technical 
investments are needed for larger scale operations in 2020 and beyond. For the initial response, FAO requires 
USD 3 million. Support to Desert Locust impacted livelihoods will also be critical in 2020. FAO is currently elaborating 
a related strategy based on scenarios and assessments results, especially targeting the upcoming Gu planting season. 

 
Contact: FAO Somalia | FAO-SO@fao.org 
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