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Humanitarian Context

November’s Presidential elec-
tions in Côte d’Ivoire were to 

reunify a country that has been 
split since the 2002 civil war. 

Instead, another full-scale civil 
war now seems to have reig-

nited, as incumbent president, 
Laurent Gbagbo, refuses to 

hand over power to Alassane 
Ouattara - the internationally 

recognized winner of last year’s 
poll. More than a million peo-
ple have been forced to leave 
their homes, following armed 
fighting and violent clashes in 
the country. Tens of thousands 
have sought refuge in neigh-

bouring countries. 

Agricultural Emergency Response
FAO reaches out to Ivorian refugees and host communities in Liberia

NEWSLETTER

Photo: Single mother harvesting palm 
nuts in the Bahn camp to support the food 
needs of her two sma" boys

More than 125.000 refugees have entered into Liberia since the beginning of 
the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire in November 2010. The far majority stays with host 
families across the Ivorian border. Humanitarian partners have been working 
to support the food needs of Ivorian refugees but they continue to depend 
heavily on the support of their host communities. This situation has put im-
mense pressure on the food security situation of refugees and host families 
alike. Food stocks have been depleted and some communities started consum-
ing rice seeds. 

FAO is supporting the food production needs of refugees and host communi-
ties alike. The organisation has distributed vegetable and short cycle crop 
seeds kits to refugees in the Bahn camp, while a larger scale distribution of 
rice seeds to host communities will take place next month before the local 
planting season. 

This newsletter provides an overview of the food security situation in areas 
affected by the Ivorian crisis as well as FAO’s response.

Photo: FAO distribution in Bahn Camp

Photo: Liberian host community members ex-
plaining FAO the local variations in rice crops 

FAO, together with the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), plays a critical 
role in assessing the food security of Ivorian refugees and Liberian Host 
Communities in the wake of the escalating post-electoral crisis in Côte 
d’Ivoire. In February, the MoA and FAO held a joint rapid assessment 
of the food security needs in Nimba County. A second round assessment 
was held in March to reassess the situation and plan the organisations 
emergency response to the food production needs of refugees and host 
communities. 

Read more about the assessment results, as well as the newest figures 
from the MoA and WFP on page 3.

ASSESSING THE FOOD PRODUCTION NEEDS OF REFUGEES AND HOST COMMUNITIES
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FAO SUPPORTS FOOD PRODUCTION ACTIVITIES IN BAHN CAMP

FAO has received funds from the UN’s Central  Emer-
gency  Response Fund (CERF) to support the food pro-
duction needs of Liberian Host communities, who have 
been hosting refugees since December 2010. FAO as-
sessments show that many host families have depleted 
their food stocks and started consuming rice seeds, while 
the most vulnerable households in host communities 
suffer from increased food prices. The organisation is 
therefore preparing the distribution of rice seeds, tools, 

fertilizers and mechanical pest management supplies to 
2600 host families and vulnerable households in refugee 
hosting areas in Nimba County. 

It is expected that the intervention will produce up to 
3000 metric tons, which  will  in turn support the food 
needs of 13 - 14.000 individuals. The distribution will 
commerce in the beginning of May - just before the local 
planting season.

FAO between 30-31 March distrib-
uted vegetable and short cycle crop 
production kits to 86 refugee 
households in Bahn camp, Nimba 
County. Kits consist of assorted 
tools, fertilizers and seeds (corn, 
okra, collards and cabbage). The 
intervention is expected to support 
the urgent food production needs 
of 300-400 refugees. 
 
The majority  of Ivorian refugees 
entering into Liberia have agricul-
tural background (MoA/FAO Rapid 
Food Security Assessment, Febru-
ary  2011). They value their inde-
pendence and take pride in being 
able to provide for themselves and 
their families. Until now, however, 
Ivorian refugee farmers have largely 
depended on support from host 
families and/or food aid distribu-
tions in the camp. 

FAO’s emergency response aims to 
provide help to self-help. The dis-
tribution of agricultural inputs will 
allow beneficiary farmers to pro-
duce food for themselves and their 

families, ensuring a balanced diet 
and obviating malnutrition. Benefi-
ciaries are  also expecting to sell 
surplus produce in the local markets 
to generate much needed incomes.  

Jan Aba (40) arrived in Liberia with 
his wife and child in December. 
They were among the first families 
to be relocated from Loguatuo Vil-
lage on the Ivorian border to the 
Bahn Camp in January. The family 
has been depending on food aid 
from their host family  in Loguatuo 
and humanitarian agencies in the 
Bahn Camp since their arrival. Jan 
was thrilled with  his crop produc-
tion kit.

“This has been one of the most valuable 
things I received since  we arrived in  
Liberia. I can now grow  my own food 
and supplement food assistance we re-
ceive  at the camp, ensuring a  balanced 
diet for my family. I plan to se" the extra 
crops I harvest, and buy new  seeds, so 
that I can continue feeding my family 
for  as long as we have  to stay in Libe-
ria,” says Jan. 

FAO’s intervention also intends to 
strengthen social cohesion. The 
project is encouraging beneficiaries 
from various ethnic and local back-
grounds to team up in groups, 
working on sites within and adja-
cent to the camp. 

Sites are being identified in coop-
eration with the Liberian Refu-
gee Repatriation and Resettle-
ment Commission (LRRRC), local 
and international  partners. FAO, 
together with the organisation’s 
local  partner, the Special Emer-
gency  Relief for Elders (SERE), is 
providing extensive training and 
guidance to beneficiaries to insure 
optimal results. 

Agricultural inputs for the Bahn 
camp were provided from FAO’s 
contingency stocks. The organisa-
tion is appealing for funds to scale 
up the intervention to benefit refu-
gees and host families in Bahn as 
well as Liberian host communities 
on the Ivorian border.

Photo: Female beneficiaries receiving FAO vegetable and short 
cycle crop production kits to kick-start their food production

Photo: Swamp adjacent to the Bahn Camp being prepared for vegeta-
ble production by IFAD

RESPONDING TO THE FOOD PRODUCTION NEEDS OF LIBERIAN HOST COMMUNITIES
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FOOD SECURITY IN THE WAKE OF THE IVORIAN CRISIS

As more and more Ivorian refugees enter into Libe-
rian territory, the local food security situation is be-
coming increasingly volatile. Recent data from the 
Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) and WFP shows that 
more than 78 percent of the population in hosting 
areas (refugees and host families) are food insecure 
(Assessment of Ivorian Refugees in Liberia, prelimi-
nary results, March 2011). As much as 64,8 percent of 
the Liberian host population is reported to be mod-
erate or acutely food insecure. In comparison, only 32 
percent of the population in Nimba County (which 
has so far seen the largest influx of Ivorian refugees) 
were moderate or acutely food insecure before the 
crisis broke out. 

Refugees arriving from Côte d’Ivoire into Liberia of-
ten arrive with few or no belongings and they have 
minimal financial  resources. According to initial MoA/
FAO surveys, many of the refugees usually engaged in 
agriculture fled before the critical rice harvest and 
therefore arrived without food supplies. Those arriv-
ing after the deterioration of the security situation in 
late February reported to have left under hectic cir-
cumstances, often overnight and on foot. They were 
simply not able to bring food supplies with them. 

An initial food aid distribution was carried out by 
WFP in January, providing refugee households food 
rations for 20 days. A follow-up distribution took 
place in March, providing support for 15 days. Mean-
while, however, refugees have largely depended on 
their Liberian hosts. 

The situation outlined above has lead to a rapid deple-
tion of food stocks and increased food prices in host 
villages. This does not only affect refugees and their 
host families but also vulnerable households in host 
communities. According to a joint MoA/FAO food 
security needs assessment in February prices in refu-
gee receiving areas increased by as much as 50 percent 
between December 2010 and February 2011. 

A number of unfortunate coping mechanisms has 
been adopted in host communities. Reassessing the 
food security needs in Nimba County in March, FAO 
found that many host families are consuming rice 
seeds, as regular food stocks were depleted. Refugees 
reported to have reduced their food intake to one 
meal a day, while others chose to cross the border at 
great risk to collect food in their villages of origin. 

Photo: Ivorian refugee family of three generations hosted 
by the vi"age chief in Kpantianplay vi"age, Nimba County

“How can you save rice for planting, 
when you see that people in your 
vi"age are starving? You cannot!”  

Village Chief, Gborplay

Definition - Food Security
The World Food Summit of 1996 (re)defined food 
security as existing “when a" people at a" times have ac-
cess to sufficient, safe, nutritious food to maintain a healthy 
and active life”. The concept builds on three pillars: 

Food availability 
Food access 

Food use

Prevalence of Food Insecurity in Refugee 
Affected Areas. MoA/WFP Assessment
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Communication Officer, Côte d’Ivoire + 5
Email: Lisbeth.Albinus@fao.org 
Tel: +231 (0) 880 828 865

Portia and his pregnant wife fled 
their home in Daloa, Côte d’Ivoire, 
when violent clashes first broke out 
in the area in November 2010. The 
young family spent more than two 
weeks traveling the 300 km from 
Daloa to Kpantianplay on foot. 

Portia left Côte d’Ivoire before he 
received his November salary and the 
family spent all their savings provid-
ing for them selves and their small 
child during the long journey. They 
arrived in Liberia with nothing. 

The refugee family has been hosted 
by a single mum of five children 
since they arrived in Kpantianplay. 
They received a 20-days food aid 
package from WFP once in January 
but since, they have depended on 
food support from their host family. 
All food stocks have now been de-
pleted, however, and the two families 
are struggling to find food to sustain 
their most basic needs.

“I worry. I worry a lot. I have always 
worked hard and provided for my family 
but now I don’t know what to do. Some-
times local farmers ask me to work for 
them but most of the time we just sit here 
and wait”, says Portia. 

When FAO met the family, Portia’s 
wife and child had gone into the 
bushes looking for cassava and palm 
nuts, while he stayed in the village 
hoping that one of the local farmers 
would hire him for the day. 

RICE PRODUCTION 
CALENDAR

 January
Site selection

January - March
Bushing

February - April
Felling

March - May
Burning

April - June
Clearing

April - June
Planting

May - September
Weeding 

September - December
Harvesting

Komen and his family of 15 ar-
rived in the village of Gborplay in 
February. Komen’s village is not 
far from the border but when he 

started hearing gunshots close by, 
he decided to bring his family to 
Liberia. The family arrived in Li-
beria after the first food aid dis-
tribution and they have therefore 
depended entirely on support 
from their host family:

“We have been rea"y we" taken care 
of here. My “stranger father” (Libe-
rian word for the head of the host 
family, adapted by Ivorians) has been 
giving us cassava and rice but now 
there is no more. We are a" hungry 

and but even the seeds are gone”, says 
Komen.

The family has been given a small 
piece of land to plant rice and 
vegetables on but he has no tools 
to prepare the site and no seeds to 
plant. 

“We do not want to go the camp. We 
want to stay here with our families 
and ,iends but we also want to grow 
our own food. I need to take care of 
my own family!”, he adds

Photo: Portia and his host family in 
Kpantianplay vi"age, Nimba County

TESTIMONIES FROM THE LIBERIAN HOST VILLAGES

Photo: Komem showing the site that 
his host community made available to 
him in Gborplay vi"age, Nimba County

For more information please contact:

Syed Abdul Razak 
Emergency Programme Officer, Liberia
Email: Abdul.Razak@fao.org 
Tel: +231 (0) 678 4780 
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