
FAO promotes gender equality 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) has a Gender and De-

velopment Plan of Action (2008–2013) which 

reflects FAO‟s determination to promote gen-

der equality and mainstream gender issues into 

the work of the Organization. FAO recognizes 

that the empowerment of women is key to 

raising levels of nutrition, improving the pro-

duction and distribution of food and agricul-

tural products and enhancing the living condi-

tions of rural populations. In the West Bank 

and Gaza Strip (WBGS), FAO ensures that 

gender concerns and women participants are 

integrated in all relevant FAO projects and 

activities. 

Throughout the WBGS women take an active 

part in family farming and provide a massive 

contribution in terms of labour. In animal 

farming, women and girls are generally in 

charge of milking and milk processing, and 

girls often look after the flocks. In horticul-

ture, women carry out a lot of the hard tillage 

and harvesting. FAO strives to enhance the 

technical skills of women and girls in farming 

practices, giving them a better chance to man-

age their own cash flow and livelihoods. This 

is especially important as cash earned by women is 

more likely to be spent on children, general family 

food security and better family living conditions. 
 

How FAO selects its female beneficiaries 

FAO understands that women are of paramount 

importance to household food security and wher-

ever possible, FAO selects women beneficiaries for 

its food security projects. When women receive 

assistance from FAO, whole families benefit and 

enjoy better food security and/or household income. 

FAO staff work closely with local women‟s organi-

zations and village councils to select beneficiaries 

through beneficiary selection committees. These 

committees are formed by women from the local 

community who know each family and its specific 

needs. Both social and technical criteria are applied 

to beneficiary selection, including such things as 

size and gender dimensions of family, willingness 

to participate and availability of necessary land or 

expertise. 

 

While FAO aims to include women throughout its 

activities, a special focus on women has been pos-

sible in specific projects supported by Norway 

and Spain whose activities are described in this 

newsletter. 
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F A O ’ S  R O L E  I N  

E M E R G E N C I E S :  

 PROTECT– We pro-

tect the most vulner-

able households from 

basic food insecurity 

and long-term reliance 

on food aid 

 RESTORE—We re-

store the food security, 

local food production 

capacity, coping mecha-

nisms, rural livelihoods 

and self-sustainability of 

rural communities 

 ENHANCE—We en-

hance agricultural, live-

stock and fisheries pro-

duction for a quick and 

lasting recovery 
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 Current Donor partners: 

Investing in rural women benefits the whole family 

Women take part in training activities 

Interviews take place to assess beneficiary suitability 

SPECIAL GENDER ISSUE 



and look after their children at the same time. The 

vegetables grown in the home garden can provide 

the whole family with an affordable supply of vita-

mins and minerals, essential for good health and 

development. A pilot project is currently testing 

small water treatment units in order to turn house-

hold grey water (water used by the family in the 

kitchen, laundry and for bathing) into a sustainable 

source of irrigation water for the home gardens. 

FAO is currently assisting over 200 women with 

home gardens in the Gaza Strip, Yatta and Salfit 

areas, East Jerusalem, Jenin and Alsamo‟. 

Helping women growing vegetables and fruit in home gardens P A G E  2  

Land available for horticulture is extremely limited 

in the WBGS and with the current closures in place, 

many kinds of fresh fruit and vegetables are expen-

sive and hard to find. Many families rely on small 

home gardens to provide their households with af-

fordable fresh produce. FAO provides women with 

the necessary inputs to start up and take care of pro-

ductive home gardens. The inputs include vegetable 

seeds, water cisterns and irrigation networks. Home 

gardens are not labour-intensive, so the workload on 

women is not greatly increased, and, as with the 

sheep rearing activities, the home garden‟s prox-

imity to the house means women are able to work 

 
spinach pastry. It‟s our family favourite and we are all 

excited about it.” 

Leyla Ali Dababsi, a mother of seven living in Karmel 

village, began preparing her fruit and vegetable garden in 

July 2007 and is now enjoying her first harvest. The pro-

ject provided her with a water tank and cistern, drip irri-

gation equipment and a pump, while she prepared the 

land behind her house and bought the vegetable seeds. 

She is growing peppers, squash, radishes, cabbage, spin-

ach, lettuce, tomatoes, beans, onions, parsley and mint, 

and has planted fig and apricot trees as well as a grape 

vine.  

“I feel very lucky. The vegetables in the shops are too 

expensive for me to buy, but soon I can feed my family 

with all the vegetables I‟m growing, and if I have some 

left over, I will share it with my neighbour. My spin-

ach and lettuce are ready for picking now. Next week 

I‟m going to make „Muajanat Sabanagh‟, a kind of Leyla’s home garden with water cistern and irrigation pipes 

 

 

Nearby lives Fida Mohammad Dababsi, Leyla‟s sister-in-

law. Before the project she only had a rocky, dry back-

yard. Having been selected as a project beneficiary, she 

prepared the garden wall and purchased the necessary soil 

(NIS 500) and vegetable seeds (NIS 30). The project pro-

vided her with drip irrigation equipment, a cistern and a 

pump. Now she has a viable vegetable garden and is 

growing spinach, radishes, beans, lettuce, onion and cab-

bage. Fida has received training in optimal irrigation and 

cultivation and is confident her garden will be a success.  

“I am a young mother and I feel proud that I can feed 

my family. I have learnt new skills, like how to look 

after my garden and how to use the pump. I feel more 

important in my family.” Fida, with her two children Naghm and Sanad, in her garden 



Reusing ‘grey’ house water to irrigate home gardens 
P A G E  3  

„Grey‟ house water is all the water used 

in the kitchen, laundry and for bathing, 

and accounts for about 80 percent of all 

household waste water. Although this 

water is relatively clean, the soap in it 

causes problems if used directly to irri-

gate plants growing in a home garden.  

FAO is currently implementing a pilot 

project distributing small water treat-

ment units, known as Grey Waste Wa-

ter Units, to 75 beneficiary families in 

Yatta and Salfit areas, Jenin, Alsamo‟, 

and the Gaza Strip. The units turn the 

„grey‟ water into a sustainable source 

of water clean enough to use for irriga-

tion purposes. 

As you can see in the photograph, a 

pipe carries the „grey‟ water from the 

house to a large concrete tank, which is 

either above or below ground, depend-

ing on the rockiness of the soil. The 

tank is split into four chambers where 

anaerobic bacteria growing among 

stones and pebbles break down the 

organic matter and fats. The water is 

then pumped up to two extra filter tanks (black plastic barrels) where the 

water is further cleaned as it passes through sand and coal. Finally the 

treated water reaches a storage tank and through a network of pipes is 

used for drip irrigation in the home garden. The project provides benefi-

ciaries with the tanks, pump and drip irrigation pipes, as well as exten-

sive training on the correct use and maintenance of the unit and on opti-

mal irrigation. Beneficiaries are given an easy-to-understand printed 

manual to take home with them after the training, to refer to if they en-

counter any problems.   

 

Water treatment unit outside the Rashayd family’s house in Talet Alsomud 

A project beneficiary, Wadha Moghanm living 

with six of her children in Talet Alsomud vil-

lage, grows flowers on the top of her „grey‟ 

waste water unit, to make it look nice. She used 

to cultivate her home garden only in the winter 

months, because the price of water in the sum-

mer is far too high for her to 

use on her garden. Now that she 

is able to reuse her „grey‟ water 

she can cultivate her garden in 

the summer months too. She 

has planted squash, tomatoes, 

cucumbers, cabbage, lettuce 

and gherkins. 

Another beneficiary living in 

the same village, Badiya 

Rashayda, explains further 

benefits of the water treating 

units. 

“We used to pour our waste 

water straight out onto the 

garden, making big puddles. 

We had many mosquitoes. 

But now the mosquitoes 

are gone, and with the new 

drip irrigation network, I 

don‟t have to carry the 

water in a bucket to the 

bottom of the garden eve-

ryday. I just turn the wa-

ter on for 10 minutes every 

evening and that‟s it. It‟s 

so easy and my garden is 

much more productive 

than it used to be. I will 

still need to buy some 

vegetables for my family, 

but much less than before. 

The assistance provided by 

the project has made my 

life easier.”  

Wadha irrigates her garden with treated ‘grey’ water 
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Rearing sheep close to home 

Another one of the ways in which FAO 

supports rural women is through the 

provision of sheep. Each beneficiary 

receives three pregnant sheep, as well 

as training and guidance in proper 

sheep care. The sheep provide the bene-

ficiary families with milk for drinking 

and processing (making cheese, yoghurt 

and labaneh) and lambs for selling. 

Milk is a vital source of calcium and 

animal protein, needed for strong bones 

and muscles. Such projects are a great 

success because the women can tend 

their animals and still look after their 

children and homes at the same time. 

FAO is currently implementing sheep 

rearing activities with at least 95 

women in the Gaza Strip, Yatta and 

Salfit areas, East Jerusalem, Jenin and 

Alsamo‟.  

In the Gaza Strip, FAO has recently 

begun distributing rabbits and bee hives 

to a total of 90 beneficiaries. As with 

the sheep, the rabbits and bees are kept 

close to the house and their care is not 

labour-intensive, so the workload on 

women is not greatly increased. 

Preserving food for their families’ future 

Food processing and preserving can empower women 

to improve their household economic and food security 

situation. FAO provides beneficiaries with both train-

ing and inputs, and helps identify marketing opportuni-

ties for the purpose of income generation. The women 

receive training on how best to make nutritious cakes 

and biscuits, jams, pickles, dry vegetables and fruit, 

juices and dairy products, as well as how best to freeze 

and package food. The inputs and training enable the 

beneficiary women to buy fruit and vegetables when 

they are at their cheapest, at the end of the season, and 

preserve them for other times of the year. FAO has 

already provided training and inputs for food process-

ing and preserving to a total of 450 women in the Gaza 

Strip, Yatta and Salfit areas, Hebron, East Jerusalem 

and Jenin.  One of the successful trainees, selling her produce 

FAO project update 

FAO is currently implementing 12 projects in the WBGS with a total budget of US$9.4 million. These projects 

are funded by the Governments of Italy, Japan, Norway, and Spain. 

 

FAO‟s main objective in the WBGS is to provide a safety net for food insecure farming/herding households 

whose traditional livelihoods are endangered and whose coping mechanisms are overstretched. Food security 

information and analysis is also a key area for FAO in the WBGS, promoting inter-agency cooperation to ad-

dress social protection concerns. In striving towards the Millennium Development Goals in the WBGS, FAO 

is focusing on job creation/income generating activities together with the empowerment of local communities 

by developing institutional and local capacities, involving women as guardians of living culture, securing ac-

cess to services for marginalized groups and minorities, encouraging creativity, disseminating good practices 

and promoting social cohesion.  

A beneficiary family in the Gaza Strip 



 

 

P A G E  5  UN Secretary-General’s message on International Women’s Day 2008 

At the 2005 World Summit, Governments of all nations agreed 

that “progress for women is progress for all”. Yet the 10-year 

review of the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action 

revealed a serious gap between policy and practice in many 

countries. A lack of political will is reflected in the most telling 

way of all: lack of resources and insufficient budgetary alloca-

tions. That is why the theme of this International Women‟s Day 

is “Investing in Women and Girls”. 

 

This failure of funding undermines not only our endeavours for 

gender equality and women‟s empowerment as such; it also 

holds back our efforts to reach all the Millennium Development 

Goals. As we know from long and indisputable experience, in-

vesting in women and girls has a multiplier effect on productiv-

ity and sustained economic growth. No measure is more impor-

tant in advancing education and health, including the prevention 

of HIV/AIDS. No other policy is as likely to improve nutrition, 

or reduce infant and maternal mortality. 

 

We do have some progress to build on. Financial resources have 

been mobilized in increasing women‟s employment, enhancing 

the role of microfinance, advancing credit for enterprises for 

women, and driving public finance reforms. More than 50 coun-

tries have launched gender-responsive budgeting initiatives. The 

private sector is scaling up efforts to finance women‟s economic 

empowerment, and women‟s funds and foundations are emerg-

ing as innovative sources of financing. 

 

But we must do more. All of us in the international community -

- Governments, multilateral Organizations, bilateral institutions 

and the private sector -- need to calculate the economic costs of 

persistent gender inequality, and the resources required to rem-

edy it. We need to create mechanisms for tracking investments 

in gender equality. We need to monitor and report resource allo-

cations on a regular basis. We need to adjust domestic budgets 

as well as international aid flows to real needs, and ensure that 

they are sustained. In the United Nations family too, we need to 

better match demands with resources. The resources available 

for gender mainstreaming must be made more sustainable and 

predictable -- particularly at the regional and country levels. 

And to make a real difference, our gender-specific machinery 

needs funding that is commensurate with the challenges. I 

firmly believe that one dynamic and strengthened gender en-

tity, consolidating resources currently scattered among several 

structures, would attract better funding from the donor commu-

nity. By mobilizing forces of change at the global level, and 

inspiring enhanced results at the country level, such an entity 

would better advance our cause to empower women and realize 

gender equality worldwide. I urge Member States to muster the 

political will to bring the consultations on this issue to a suc-

cessful conclusion. 

 

This year we find ourselves at the mid-point in the race to 

reach the Millennium Development Goals by the target date of 

2015. Only by investing in the world‟s women and girls can we 

expect to reach our destination. 
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helping to build a world without hunger 


