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IN NUMBERS   

 
2.1 million 

people severely food insecure  
(IPC Phases 3 and 4,  

October-December 2019) 

 
2.6 million 

people internally displaced   

 
USD 143.7 million 
needed by FAO under the 2019 
Drought Impact Response Plan 

KEY MESSAGES   

 The latest food security projections in Somalia (October-December) are a concern:  

o 2.1 million people in IPC Phases 3-4 (twice the pre-crisis average) 

o 4.2 million people in IPC Phase 2 (highest IPC 2 prevalence recorded in Somalia) 
 

 Six out of seven rainy seasons have been poor in Somalia since 2016, including late and erratic rains during the 2019 

Gu season (April-June) which produced the lowest Gu cereal harvest since 1995 in southern Somalia.  

 Pastoralists struggle to recover from severe livestock losses and debt incurred from the drought, although the late 

Gu 2019 rains helped to replenish pasture and water sources.   

 The ongoing Deyr rainy season (October-December) is forecast to be average to above-average in most of Somalia and 

benefit rural livelihoods, though presenting flood risks especially along the Juba and Shabelle rivers and creating favorable 

breeding grounds for Desert Locust. 

 FAO is currently delivering assistance at a very large scale to rural communities, including its largest cash+ agriculture 

campaign for Deyr production (40 000+ households in southern Somalia), an ongoing livestock treatment campaign 

(14.7 million animals), to be followed by a contagious caprine pleuropneumonia (CCPP) vaccination campaign 

(14.5 million goats), among other activities.   

 FAO urgently seeks funding to address needs in early 2020, including cash and inputs for the main Gu 2020 cropping 

season.   

MAP   



 

BACKGROUND   

The upcoming Deyr cropping season (October-December), which is expected to be wetter than normal in most areas, will be crucial to 

avoid a deterioration of the food security situation in Somalia. The rainfall forecast indicates 45 to 55 percent probability of rains being 

above average in most parts of the country.  This amount of rainfall will benefit pastoral and agro-pastoral communities. However, rains 

will likely cause flooding along the country's main Juba and Shabelle rivers (river levels are already high) which could seriously damage 

crops and affect cereal production. 
 

An estimated 2.6 million people remain internally displaced across the country, either scattered among host communities in rural areas 

or living in formal and informal settlements on the outskirts of urban centres. Widespread malnutrition persists across the country and 

1 million children are projected to be acutely malnourished over the next year, including 178 400 who are likely to be severely 

malnourished if interventions are not scaled up.  

CHALLENGES FACING FOOD SECURITY AND AGRICULTURE  

According to the 2019 post-Gu data gathered by FAO, the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and the Famine Early 

Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET), cereal production was 68 percent below average in southern Somalia for the Gu 2019 cropping 

season. The resulting shortfall is linked to abnormally high prices of sorghum observed throughout the season. The post-Gu 2019 

Technical Release indicates that, in the absence of humanitarian assistance, up to 2.1 million people across Somalia face severe hunger 

through December 2019, bringing the total number of Somalis expected to be food insecure by year's end to 6.3 million. Climatic shocks 

coupled with widespread poverty and vulnerability are key drivers that have trapped millions of Somalis in severe hunger (IPC Phase 3, 

Crisis and IPC Phase 4, Emergency) and malnutrition.  

FAO RESPONSE, TARGETS AND FUNDING  

  
2019 RESPONSE TO DATE   WHY IT MATTERS  

800 000 people (133 566 households) assisted with 
direct livelihood support, including 700 000 people  
(120 535 households) receiving cash assistance 
(USD 20.5 million) through cash-for-work and cash+ 
interventions. 
 

2.68 million animals belonging to 400 000 people 
(67 040 households) treated against illness and 
disease.  

 
 

During drought, it is fundamental to help farmers 
maximize their production with improved seed and 
climate-smart practices, and avoid displacement. When 
combined with cash assistance, farmers can afford to 
dedicate more time to their fields (e.g. land preparation, 
weeding) and achieve better harvests. 

Rehabilitated infrastructures provide ongoing benefits to 
communities. For example, the 99 water catchments that 
have been rehabilitated can provide enough water to at 
least 255 000 livestock during a 3-month dry season. The 
488 km of rehabilitated canals can irrigate over 6 000 ha 
of land for more than 4 500 farmers. 

Livestock treatment campaigns are essential to protect 
daily household food sources, and 100-times more cost 
effective than replacing lost livestock assets. Treating a 
livestock costs just USD 0.40.   

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS  

Cash-for-work: 47 183 households rehabilitated  
168 community infrastructures.   
 

Gu cropping season: 25 100 households received 
seeds, fertilizer and land preparation services to 
secure a better harvest.  
 

Pastoral livelihoods:  7 425 households receiving 
mineral blocks, milk containers and deworming 
services to protect and improve milk production.  
 

Coastal fisheries:  740 households receiving a 
variety of inputs to improve fish catch, processing 
and consumption. 

 

FUNDING 2019   

 

  Under its Drought Impact Action Plan (in May 2019), 
FAO appealed for USD 143.7 million to support 
livelihoods in Somalia; with USD 77.7 million raised so 
far.  

 

 Generous backing is being provided by the Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF), the European 
Union (ECHO), Germany, Sweden (SIDA), the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (DFID), 
and United States of America (USAID OFDA/FFP).  

 

 Funds were also mobilized from FAO’s own funds. 
 

FAO requires: USD 143.7 million 
 

To assist: 6.3 million people 
 

CONTACT 

Etienne Peterschmitt | FAO Representative a.i. | Mogadishu, Somalia | FAO-SO@fao.org   

Dominique Burgeon | Director, Emergency and Resilience Division and Strategic Programme Leader, Resilience | Rome, 
Italy | PSE-Director@fao.org   
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Funding to-date:
USD 77.7 million

Funding gap:
USD 66 million
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