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Editorial
Dear Reader,

Welcome to the first issue of the 
FAO Uganda Information Bulletin 
in 2011.

Being the least developed region 
in the country, it is imperative that 
development partners understand 
the conditions that influence 
the livelihoods of the people in 
Karamoja.

In this context, FAO carried out 
a baseline Household Economy 
Analysis (HEA) backed up by 
five complimentary studies and 
a seasonal assessment. You will 
find a detailed analysis of some 
key findings of the seasonal 
assessment in this Bulletin.

You will also find information 
about the 2010 World Food Day 
celebrations in Uganda, the new 
fishing technology that FAO has 
introduced in Uganda, success 
stories from the field and progress 
made with the global petition to 
end hunger campaign that was 
implemented last year.

Your comments and views are 
always welcome at:

FAO Representation in Uganda
Plot 88 Buganda Road
P.O.Box 521 Kampala
E-mail: FAO-UG@fao.org

Editor

Rachel Nandelenga
Information/Reporting/
Communication Officer
Rachel.Nandelenga@fao.org

This is an open letter 
to the people of Ugan-
da most particularly to 
all those who signed 
“The 1billionhungry 
project” petition to 
end hunger in 2010.

Thanks to the willing-
ness and conviction 
of 7,430 citizens and 
people just like you 
all round the world, 

the petition to end hunger attracted more than three million 
signatures in just a few months.

The petition reads as follows:
“We who support this petition find it unacceptable that close to 
one billion people are chronically hungry. Through the United 
Nations we call upon governments to make the elimination of 
hunger their top priority until that goal is reached.”

At a ceremony in Rome on 30 November 2010, this petition was 
symbolically delivered to national governments in all regions of 
the world.

As FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf has said, this is a call for 
action from all countries -- rich and poor.  Countries are called 
upon to deliver on their promises of increased development 
assistance. To invest more in agriculture and rural development 
including roads, irrigation, markets. To share modern farming 
techniques and technologies. To adopt national policies that 
will lead to reductions in hunger. To establish a global market-
place where poor farmers can sell their produce at competitive 
prices.

The petition to end hunger remains open for signatures. Anyone 
with internet access can sign it at www.1billionhungry.org. Sig-
nature points have also been put up in our offices in Kampala, 
Moroto, Kotido, Soroti, Lira, Kitgum, Gulu, Kabale and Kasese 
districts.

Strong public response to “The 1billionhungry project” petition 
is a clear indication of popular demand for an end to hunger.  
Now people everywhere look to their national leaders to see 
how they will respond to this call.

Once again, a sincere thank-you to everyone in Uganda who 
participated in this important project

Percy W. Misika
FAO Representative in Uganda

Thank you
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A seasonal assessment on the 
last cropping season of 2010, with 
projections until July 2011 carried 
out by FAO in Karamoja revealed 
that performance of the livestock 
sector has been considerably 
better with cattle and shoat (goats 
and sheep) herds increasing in 
size by 10 -20 percent and 20-25 
percent respectively since 2008. 

This is partly attributed to the 
increased rainfall in 2010 and 
vaccination campaigns in 2008/9 
that helped reduce diseases. 

Although the picture for livestock 
is generally positive, there are 
some exceptions.

Pastoralists in Loyoro Sub County 
in Kaabong district lost all their 
cattle to raiding in 2008, and 
losses of about 15 percent of 
cattle since 2008 were reported in 
Kotido district, possibly due to the 
negative effect of kraaling animals 
together for security reasons. 

Also, insecurity continues to 
impose constraints on livestock 
movements and therefore on 
access to grazing and water, 
especially during the dry season 

Herd sizes 
increase 
with good 
2010 rains 
while crop 
harvests are 
suppressed 
by diseases 
in Karamoja

The Effect of Rainfall and Disease on 2010 Grain Production

Note: Figures for grain production by middle households given in light blue.

particularly in Agropastoral areas. 

Despite the improved rains, 
crop production was affected 
by problems of disease (honey 
dew and smut on sorghum and 
bulrush millet) and by water 
logging in some areas. Late 
planted and imported seeds 
suffered more from disease than 
early planted and local varieties.

Crop production was better in 
the north, west and south of the 
region, and worse in the centre 
and the east (Kotido, Moroto and 
Napak districts).

The purpose of the assessment 
was to review the performance 
of the 2010 rains and growing 
season and to evaluate their 
impact on crop and livestock 
production in Karamoja region, 
primarily with a view to 
estimating the need for external 
assistance between November 
2010 and the next rains/harvests 
in 2011.

The method used to determine 
which areas will face deficits in 
2010-11, the number of people 
affected and the magnitude and 

timing of these deficits is known 
as Household Economy Analysis 
(HEA). 

Analysis of the market situation 
reveals that better harvests and 
good production in the areas 
which traditionally supply the 
region should ensure adequate 
supplies of grain until at least July 
2011. 

Demand for livestock is up, with 
increased export to other parts 
of Uganda and to neighbouring 
countries. 

Taking all these factors into 
account, no deficits are expected 
in either the agricultural or the 
pastoral livelihood zones, with 
the exception of the pastoralists 
in Loyoro Sub County in Kaabong 
district that lost all their cattle to 
raiding in 2008.

Although these deficits are not 
huge, they are still significant, 
and need to be addressed

Recommendations
The most obvious problems in 
2010 were crop diseases (honey 
dew and smut on sorghum). 
These could be ameliorated by 





Total income for the four wealth groups in the three 
major livelihood zones (2008-09) is shown below. 

Not surprisingly, total income increases with 
increasing wealth. The pattern of income generation 
also changes, with the middle and better-off 
primarily dependent upon livestock production (and 
crop production in a good year), while the very 
poor and poor (with the lowest livestock holdings) 
depend significantly more upon firewood, charcoal, 
labour and other sources of income.
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proper dressing of imported seeds, by the use 
of local seed varieties, by encouraging early 
planting, by the cultivation of short-maturing 
crop varieties (those which take 2-3 months to 
mature) and by crop diversification to reduce 
reliance on sorghum (which is susceptible to 
honey dew). Alternative crops include millet, 
maize, cassava and sweet potatoes.

The report also recommends providing 
agricultural inputs such as ploughs and oxen to 
the very poor households in order to increase 
land under cultivation.

“The crop production of very poor households 
is limited by a lack of plough oxen (which are 
concentrated in the hands of the middle and 
better-off ), so that the very poor and poor are 
limited to what they can cultivate by hand”, the 
report reads.

The assessment report also recommends that 
increasing the livestock holding of very poor 
households is a priority.

“If the holdings of very poor households could 
be increased from 3-4 to 5- 6 cattle or from 
8-10 to 25 sheep/goats, 80 percent or more of 
the deficit could be eliminated”.

To achieve the required increase in cattle 
herd size requires the addition of just one 
breeding animal to the average very poor 
herd. One option to consider is a program of 
local purchase of breeding animals and re-
distribution to very poor households within 
Karamoja.

Continued livestock health interventions such 
as vaccination are also necessary to protect 
existing and newly acquired animals, and to 
ensure maximum productivity of those animals.

The consequences of not meeting these needs 
include overselling livestock by very poor 
households; continued overexploitation of 
firewood and charcoal, with its negative effects 
on the environment; a reduction in expenditure 
on ‘livelihoods protection’, including reduced 
expenditure on livestock drugs, seeds, health 
and education; and a reduction in food intake 
to below the minimum international standard of 
2100 kilo calories per person per day.

This assessment was funded by the European 
Commission Directorate- General for 
Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO).



What is HEA?
The Household Economy Approach is a livelihoods-
based framework for analysing the way people 
obtain access to the things they need to survive 
and prosper. It helps determine people’s food and 
non-food needs and identify appropriate means 
of assistance, whether short-term emergency 
assistance or longer term development programmes 
or policy changes. It is based on the principle that 
an understanding of how people make ends meet 
is essential for assessing how livelihoods will be 
affected by wider economic or ecological change 
and for planning interventions that will support, 
rather than undermine, their existing survival 
strategies.

An HEA-based seasonal assessment involves putting together two 
types of information:

Livelihoods Baseline Data  +  Monitoring/Seasonal  à

                                  Assessment Data

(the context)                 (the changes)

Analysis of Projected Situation 

and Intervention Needs

(the outcome)

Food income represents the total of food 
production that is consumed (crops, milk, 
meat, etc.) plus food payments in kind 
plus any wild foods that are collected and 
consumed. Cash income - in food terms - is 
the total of all sources of cash (e.g. crop 
sales, livestock sales) converted into its 
equivalent in food, based upon the prevailing
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Rainfall
The HEA-based seasonal assessment of Karamoja 
followed three consecutive years of near total crop 
failure in Karamoja due to insufficient/erratic rainfall. 
The maps below compare rainfall in the years 2007-
2010 against the long-term mean. For the purposes 
of this analysis, rainfall during the main growing 
season (April-August) is used as an indicator of 
potential crop production, while rainfall over the 
year as a whole gives an indication of potential 
livestock production. 

Overall, rainfall performance has also been better 
in the south compared to the north of the region. 
Clearly, rainfall is not the only factor affecting crop 
and livestock performance. Pests and diseases are 
also important (especially in the case of cereals for 
the current season), as is the prevailing level of 
security.

Rainfall for Crop and Livestock Production 2007-2010

Crop Production
Estimated Rainfall During the Main Growing Season (Apr-Aug)

Livestock Production
Estimated Rainfall During the Whole Year (Jan-Dec)



price of staple food. Put another way, cash 
income is expressed in terms of the amount 
of staple food that could be purchased, if all 
available cash were used to purchase staple.

Gulu district held its second Agricultural Trade 
Show themed ‘Agricultural Modernization for 
Sustainable Development.’ The show which was 
sponsored by USAID run from March 9th to 12th 
2011 at Pece Stadium and was aimed at connecting 
actors across the agricultural value chain, from 
smallholder farmers to seed producers, banks to 
tractor importers. The show attracted 42 exhibitors 
and over four thousand participants, reflecting the 
desire of northern Ugandans to modernize their 
production. Pece Stadium was constantly active 
as producers of seeds, importers of fertilizer, and 
producers of equipment displayed their wares and 
the show exposed the potential of developing 
farming in northern Uganda. According to USAID’s 
website, exhibitors reported selling up to 80% 
of the stock they brought to the show and three 
tractors were sold. The entire stock of improved 
staple crops seeds brought by Pearl Seeds and all 
ox ploughs brought to the fair were sold out.
The show coincided with this year’s first planting 
season, exposing farmers to technologies available 
for modern agriculture.

FAO was one of the participants at the agricultural 
fair and Farmer Field Schools (FFS) from Lira, 
Amuru and Gulu districts came to share and learn 
new things, and to exhibit aspects of their work 
including agricultural produce and machines like the 
moisture meter.
By the end of the fair, the farmers were linked 

Gulu Agricultural 
Trade Show
A testimony of progress 
in northern Uganda

Farmers look at seeds at 
the agricultural trade show
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with suppliers of seeds 
and agricultural inputs and 
made contacts with loan 
institutions and a tractor 
importer.

Ngetta Farmer Field School 
Network from Lira had a 
Cassava Chipper machine 
worth Ug shillings 2.5 million 
on display. They bought the 
machine after mobilizing 
their resources at the 
network level. 
“This motorized grinder 
does the work of several 
individuals working long 
hours by hand,” explained 
Amstrong Odong a member 
of Ngetta FFS to a group of 
secondary school students 
and farmers at FAO’s 
exhibition stall.

“It frees up time for more 
important things as it shreds 
900 kilograms of cassava 
and potatoes an hour. Our 
children used to miss school 
after large harvests so that 
they could help peel, cut and 
shred cassava. Not only are 
they able to stay in school 
now, but with the income 
generated from selling the 
cassava I can send them to 
better schools where they 
are assured of good grades,” 
Odong added. Odong has six 
children and his first son is 
currently in his second year 
at the Agricultural Institute in 
Alebtong district.

Odong was confined to an 
Internally Displaced People 
(IDP) camp from 2004 to 
2008 and is no stranger to 
the dreadful conditions in 
an IDP camp. He is now a 
leader of the FFS and talks 
with a renewed sense of 
purpose as a result of the 
transformation and is eager 
to pass on the benefits 
of Field Schools to other 
farmers.

Farmers at the argicultural fair 
give testimony.
Farmer field groups have united us and enabled us to 

achieve more

In between his demonstrations Odong 
agreed to share his story and in this 
interview he talks about the history of 
his FFS and the impact it has had on 
his community.

“Ngetta FFS started in 2008 as we 
were preparing to leave Corner Dakatal 
Camp near Lira main hospital. In the 
camp, conditions were despicable. 
The people hardly ever had enough 
food and water. Before the war each 
household had at least a few goats 
tethered in the fields and chicken 
darting around the compound but in 
the camp we were all totally depended 
on handouts from Government and 
NGOs.

Even after we left the camp prospects 
of reconstructing our livelihoods still 
looked bleak as we had nowhere 
to start from. FAO then supported 
our FFS by providing training and 
agricultural inputs that helped us get 

back on our feet. St. Peters 
was the first FFS in a network 
that soon grew to include 27 
different individual FFS from 
around Lira. FAO also provided 
beehives, pigs, chicken, farm 
equipment and goats.

Our group cultivated a savings 
culture through the Village 
Savings and Loan Association 
and every week each member 
contributes Shillings 1000 
which adds up to about 
Shillings 50,000. All this 
money goes into St. Peter’s 
FFS account and helps to 
improve our livelihoods.

After meetings to plan on how 
to use the money, we decided 
to buy machines which would 
help us do some form of 
agro-processing, add value 
and increase on the durability 
and storage capacity of our 

produce. And that is how we ended 
up with the Cassava Chipper and it 
has largely increased our income and 
standard of living. Every week we 
supply Britannia Industries with two 
tones of cassava worth two million 
shillings to make confectionaries 
and we are expecting additional 
orders from Ugachick Feeds Poultry 
Breeders. Our wives don’t spend the 
day gossiping like they used to do 
when we were still dependent on 
food handouts. They are now kept 
productively occupied.

But perhaps the intervention from 
FAO that has brought the biggest 
impact on my community is unity that 
was forged as a result of setting up 
the FFS groups. Together we have 
been able to achieve much more 
than we would ever have dreamed as 
individuals.”

Amstrong Odong, Lira District

FA
O

/2
0
1
0
/A

. 
M

U
H

U
M

U
ZA



World 
Food 
Day 
2010 
World 
Food 
Day 
2010 

World 
Food 
Day 
2010 

World 
Food 
Day 
2010 

World 
Food 
Day 
2010 

World 
Food 
Day 
2010 

World 
Food 
Day 
2010 

World 
Food 
Day 
2010 

World 
Food 
Day 
2010 

World 
Food 
Day 
2010 

World 
Food 
Day 
2010 

FAO UGANDA
Information Bulletin

7

W
orld food day 2010 messages largely 
focused on the need for increased 
investment in agriculture and 
strengthened partnership to increase 

production and productivity.

In his message, His Excellency the President of 
the Republic of Uganda, Yoweri Kaguta Museveni 
said investing in agriculture was the surest way to 
effectively reduce hunger, malnutrition and poverty 
and that it was a requisite condition for long term 
development.

“It has been demonstrated that if the agriculture 
growth rate of 2.8 percent per year consistently in the 
last eight years, the population living below poverty 
line would have reduced from 31 percent to 26.5 
percent by 2015”, he said

This Financial Year (2010/11) the agriculture sector 

received a budget 
increase to 4.8 
percent from 3.8 
percent in 2008/9. 
Uganda also signed 
the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture 
Development 
Programme (CAADP) 
in 2010. Countries 
that sign the 
CAADP Compact are 
expected to achieve 
six percent growth 
in the agriculture 
sector of their 
economies and 
allocate at least 
10 percent of the 
national budget to 
agriculture.

The world food day celebrations were held on 16 
October 2010 at the Mukono Zonal Agricultural 
Research and Development Institute (MZARDI). The 
president commended the choice of the venue, 
saying it was where farmers could access high 
yielding technologies. The President was represented 
by the Third Deputy Prime Minister, Honourable 
Kirunda Kivejinja.

He called upon the farming communities to acquaint 
themselves with the technologies that were displayed 
at the research centre. “As we depart from here, we 
should take at least three important messages to 
promote agricultural production”, he said.
In his World Food Day message, the FAO Director 
General, Jacques Diouf said the gravity of the silent 
hunger crisis is the result of decades of neglect of 
agriculture and under-investment in the sector. Dr. 

World Food Day 2010 
marked with a call for 
partnership and 
investment in Agriculture



The Guest of Honour, the Third Deputy Prime Minister Hon Kirunda Kivejinja visits 
the FAO stall. He represented the President of the Republic of Uganda His Excellency 
Yoweri Kaguta  Museveni at the function
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Diouf said in 2009, the critical threshold of one 
billion hungry people in the world was reached 
in large part due to soaring food prices and the 
global economic crisis.
In a statement to the World Food Day ceremony 
in Rome, Pope Benedict XVI said “Everyone – 
from individuals to the organizations of civil 
society, States and international institutions 
– needs to give priority to one of the most 
urgent goals for the human family: freedom 
from hunger”. “In order to achieve freedom from 
hunger it is necessary to ensure that enough 
food is available, but also that everyone has 
daily access to it”.

The FAO Representative in Uganda, Mr. 
Percy Misika underscored the importance of 
partnerships in the fight against hunger. 

“Increasing food production by such a huge 
amount and assuring that everyone has access 
to that food is a daunting task that cannot be 
left to a single actor. Even when eventually 
enough food is produced, unity is required to 
insure that everyone gets their share and to 
push for social justice and better social safety 
nets for the poor. Partnerships build synergies 
to avoid overlaps and duplication as we strive 
to reach and support every hungry person on 
earth.” he said.

Mr. Misika also called for increased investment in 
agriculture, prioritization and focus with ambition 
on programmes to be supported through public 
and private sector investment; strengthened 
agricultural research and advisory services 
for agricultural technology generation and 
dissemination; and sustainable natural resources 
management
The theme for World Food Day was United 
against Hunger, a theme chosen to recognize the 
efforts made in the fight against world hunger by 
all actors, at national, regional and international 
levels.
Each year on 16th October, FAO and its member 
countries celebrate World Food Day (WFD) in 
commemoration of its founding on that day 
in 1945. Celebrations are organized by the 
government through the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Animal Industry and Fisheries in conjunction with 
FAO and the World Food Programme 

Key activities of the World Food Day are aimed at 
heightening public awareness on food security, 
agriculture, rural development and fundraising.



World’s 
hungry 
denied 
basic right

Speaking to world delegates at the U.N. 
Headquarters to mark World Food Day on 
16 October 2010, the U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon said the world's hungry were 
being denied a basic and fundamental 
human right, calling on the international 
community to develop strategies to mount a 
global fight against hunger.

He noted in his statement that while the 
number of hungry people in the world fell 
from 1 billion in 2009 to 925 million in 
2010, it was "not nearly enough" to remedy 
undernourishment.
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World Food Day 2010 Pictrorial
All pictures by R Nandelenga 2010
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T
hrough a Technical Corporation Project that 
promotes alternative and better fishing and 
processing technologies for Mukene (silver) 
fish, FAO has introduced a new fishing 
technology to Uganda called Catamaran.

The Catamaran technology involves two boats tied 
together like a single hull and powered by a single 
engine. The fishing gear is a lift net with an opening 
of eight square meters and with a depth of eight 
meters and a bag in which the Mukene collects. Four 
pressure lamps are used and a crew of four people 
hauls the net.

The technology that is popularly used in Kenya and 
Tanzania is being introduced to Uganda through this 
project. According to the National Project Coordinator, 
Mr. Edward Rukunya, one of the key advantages 
of the Catamaran is the ability to move offshore 
where there is more fish instead of onshore where 

there’s often unsustainable catch of juvenile fish. 
Mr. Rukunya added that the two boats tied together 
provide stability, which is needed when moving 
offshore.

Speaking at the function at the Fisheries Training 
Institute, the Minister of State for Fisheries, Hon Fred 
Mukisa called on the media to help popularize this 
new technology to the fisher community not only on 
Lake Victoria but also other lakes in Uganda.

“Considering that the Fisheries Sector in Uganda 
contributes over USD 140 million annually from 
exports, mainly from captured fisheries dominated 
by Nile Perch, exploitation of other abundant 
fish sources could increase fisheries contribution 
tremendously”, he said.

The Minister said the Government of Uganda had set 
aside 300 million Uganda Shillings to support more 
aspects of the projects including the construction of 

FAO introduces new 
fishing technology

“ “Considering that the Fisheries Sector in Uganda contributes over 
USD 140 million annually from exports, mainly from captured 
fisheries dominated by Nile Perch, exploitation of other abundant 
fish sources could increase fisheries contribution tremendously”,

The Minister of State for Fisheries, Honorable Fred Mukisa 
launching the catamaran boats in Entebbe. The second picture (R), 
Catamaran boats on the lake.
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another pair of catamaran boats. 
Each pair costs about USD 2,500.

The Assistant FAO Representative 
in charge of Programmes, Mr. 
Charles Owach, speaking on 
behalf of the FAO Representative 
in Uganda said the Government 
would sign contracts with two fisher 
groups to use the boats under an 
experimental fishing license that 
will expire at the end of the project.

“The fisher groups must agree 
to maintain the boats in good 
condition and to hand them back 
in the same condition, provide the 
catch and location information and 
have the first right to finance the 
purchase of the catamaran that they 
have been using, at the end of the 
project”, he said.

The fishers must also agree that 
they will fish with the mesh sizes 
that have been agreed upon by the 
Lake Victoria Fisheries Organization 
(LVFO) Council of Ministers.
FAO will contract two Master 
Fishermen who will supervise the 
fishing trials and experiments and 
will set up a system to gather 
information on operational costs 
and income. They will also train the 
fishers in the importance of record 
keeping.

It is hoped that the information 
gathered during the above fishing 
trails will feed into the project’s 
monitoring and evaluation system 
and will be used to evaluate 
the economic feasibility of the 
catamaran, particularly in the light 
of the mesh size regulations that 
recently came into force.

As part of the strategy, women 
groups of fish processors will 
be identified and linked to the 
demonstration catamarans and 
be trained in new approaches 
for Mukene processing, and shall 
purchase and market the Mukene 
for human consumption.

FAO has launched a USD 6 250 000 regional project in sup-
port of vulnerable pastoralists and agro-pastoralists in the 
Horn of Africa. The project is jointly funded by the European 
Commission, FAO and the Swiss Development Corporation.

The areas of intervention under this project are the drought 
affected areas of north-eastern Uganda, the arid lands of 
Kenya, and southern and eastern Ethiopia. These areas can 
all be classified as arid or semi-arid with pastoralism and 
agro-pastoralism as the primary source of livelihood.

The pastoral production system faces complex problems, 
and more frequent and severe shocks have occurred in 
the region in recent years. The UNDP Human Development 
report 2007/2008 estimate that based on the present trends, 
the area affected by drought will double by the end of the 
century from 25 percent to 50 percent, and that while the 
number of drought periods may not significantly increase, 
they are likely to last for longer, making the recovery period 
from the shocks to take much longer, in particular for the 
replenishment of water resources and herd reconstitution.

The overall objective of the project is to lessen the adverse 
impacts of hazards, reduce vulnerability and strengthen 
community resilience so that countries in the region become 
more food secure and are able to focus on developing sus-
tainable food and agriculture systems.

The project will enhance and promote risk identification and 
reduction concepts and practices in programming, strength-
en coordination of both development and humanitarian 
initiatives in (agro) pastoral areas from community through 
national levels to regional institutions and develop regional 
policies and institutions in support of pastoralist livelihoods.

FAO launches 
a food security 
project in support 
of pastoral 
communities in the 
horn of Africa
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The signatures of over 3 million people calling for 
urgent action to end world hunger were presented 
to governments at a ceremony at the UN FAO Rome 
headquarters on 30 November 2010.
Of these 7,430 were from Uganda.

The petition - and its accompanying campaign - calls 
on world leaders to make the elimination of hunger 
their top priority.

FAO's latest estimates put the number of chronically 
hungry people world-wide at 925 million. In 2009, 
the global economic downturn and rising food prices 
pushed the figure past the one billion mark for the 
first time in history.

"People from all over the globe are demanding 
change, urging political leaders to take action and to 
tackle the root causes of hunger and food insecurity," 
said FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf.

"I very much hope that their voices will be heard. 
Defeating hunger is a realistic goal for our time, as 
long as lasting political, economic, financial and 

technical solutions are adopted".

FAO’s initial goal was to collect one million 
signatures. But the success of the campaign has 
confirmed how strongly people react once made 
aware of the vast scale of world hunger.

'The 1billionhungry project' gathered steam online 
as people used social networks to share educational 
material on hunger, asked their friends to sign 
at www.1billionhungry.org/, and voiced their own 
personal appeals via social media.

On facebook the campaign has gathered some 70 
000 fans and enjoys a strong following on Twitter, 
Tuenti, Flickr and YouTube. Signatures were also 
collected at numerous rallies, meetings, parades, 
workshops and other events.

Growing numbers of political leaders around the 
world have also been giving their support to the 
1billionhungry project.

Heads of States such as Brazilian President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva, the Argentinean President 
Cristina Fernández de Kirchner, Honduran President 
Porfirio Lobo and the Prime Minister of Nepal, 
Madhav Kumar, Rwandan President Paul Kagame, 
President of Guatemala Álvaro Colóm Caballeros 
and the President of the Dominican Republic, Leonel 
Fernández have all signed the petition.

The project also enjoyed support from other UN 
agencies, while numerous media companies have 
donated free air time and advertising space. Non-
governmental organizations, farmer organizations, 
universities, and city councils also participated.

The campaign enters a second phase.

"The success of the 1billion campaign lends even 
greater urgency and meaning to our work. It gives 
us allies that we did not have before. And this 
movement will continue, as we are now entering into 
a new phase," Diouf said.

The next phase intends to keep the hunger problem 
in the public eye, offer people different ways to get 
involved, and shine a spotlight on the anti-hunger 
initiatives that are working.

Over 3 million people urge 
governments to act on hunger

'The 1billionhungry project' petition is presented to world governments

FA
O

/2
0
0
9
/W

. 
A
ST

R
A
D

A



FAO UGANDA
Information Bulletin

13

FAO has launched a quick reference calendar covering 
43 major African countries that advises which crops 
to plant when, according to the type of agricultural 
zone from drylands to highlands.

The web-based tool, developed by FAO experts, 
covers more than 130 crops from beans to beetroot 
to wheat to watermelon.

It is aimed at all donors, development agencies, 
government extension workers and non-governmental 
organizations working with farmers on the continent.

The FAO crop calendar is especially useful in case 
of an emergency such as drought or floods or for 
rehabilitation efforts following a natural or manmade 
disaster.

As well as crops, it advises on tried and tested seed 
varieties that are adapted to the soil and climate 
conditions of each area.

“Seeds are critical for addressing the dual challenges 
of food insecurity and climate change,” said Shivaji 

Pandey, Director of FAO’s Plant Production and 
Protection Division.

“The right choice of crops and seeds is crucial both 
for improving the livelihoods of the rural poor and 
hungry and for dealing with climate change.

To be able to make that choice, one has to make 
sure seeds and planting materials are available and 
accessible at the right place and at the right time.”

There are 283 agro-ecological zones covered in the 
calendar, representing the vast richness and variety 
of the African ecology as well as challenges of land 
degradation, sand encroachment and floods.

An estimated 50 percent of the global increase 
in yields over the past ten years has come from 
improving the quality of seeds. The other fifty 
percent has come from better water management and 
irrigation practices.

The calendar can be accessed at - http://www.fao.
org/agriculture/seed/cropcalendar

Africa crop tool launched
Interactive 43-nation guide on what to 
plant, when and where
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T
he Forestry Department of FAO received 
an important Spanish award in 
recognition of its outstanding merits in 
forest fire protection in November 2010.

Each year, the Spanish non-governmental 
organization "Asociación para la Promoción 
de Actividades Socioculturales (APAS)" gives 
the "El Batefuegos de Oro" (Golden Fire 
Swatter) award to distinguished persons 
or organizations with outstanding merits in 
forest fire protection. 
In 2010, the jury chose FAO's Forest 
Assessment, Management and Conservation 
Division to receive its 2010 honour. The award 
came under the "International" category for 
helping developing countries in particular in 
forest fire prevention and suppression.

"This is a great honour for FAO and an 
important recognition of our work in the field 
of fire management which has demonstrated 
over the years that well-established 
community based and integrated fire 
management systems can effectively protect 
human lives, livelihoods, forest and natural 
resources," said José Antonio Prado, Director 
of the Forest Management Division of FAO, 
after receiving the award in Madrid.

FAO has coordinated the development of 
the Fire Management Voluntary Guidelines 
aimed at helping countries develop an 
integrated approach to fire management, from 
prevention and preparedness to suppression 
and restoration. The FAO Guidelines advise 
authorities and other stakeholder groups that 
fire-fighting should be an integral part of a 
coherent and balanced policy applied not only 
to forests but also across other land-uses on 
the landscape. The Guidelines are now widely 
used all over the world by industralized 
and developing countries as a basis for 
formulating fire management policies, 
strategies and practices.

FAO receives 
top award 
for forest fire 
protection
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“Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger”, is a global 
education initiative designed to prepare and 
encourage young people, and their leaders and 
teachers, to become actively involved in helping 
create a world free from hunger and malnutrition.

The materials have been designed as a starting 
point for teachers around the world to prepare 
and encourage their students to become actively 
involved in helping create a world free from 
hunger and malnutrition

Feeding Minds, 
Fighting Hunger

www.feedingminds.org
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With funding from the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) FAO 
constructed 30 post harvest storage facilities in 
Acholi and Lango sub-regions to enable farming 
communities through the Farmer Field Schools 
(FFS) networks store excess production, reduce 
post harvest losses and market them at the 
appropriate time for higher profit and income.

This initiative was designed to consolidate the 
achievements of other FAO funded projects 
through which over 2,000 FFS have been 
implemented, leading to increased food 
production. There are now a growing number 
of buyers who come from Kenya and South 
Sudan to northern Uganda to purchase food 
on a regular basis leading to increased market 
opportunities for framers to sell their excess 
produce for income.

Post harvest storage 
facilities for 
Northern Uganda

This year marks the 250th 
anniversary of veterinary education 
and profession. To veterinary 
professionals worldwide these 
12 months are full of pride and 
meaning as they remind global 
audiences of their contributions to 
societies and the upkeep of animal 
health.

But veterinary professionals are 
involved in much more than 
treating diseases and injuries in 
domestic and farm animals. Over 
the years veterinary professionals 
have been playing significant 
and contributory roles in animal 
and human health and welfare, 
food quality, food safety and 
food security, ecology, ethology, 
epidemiology, physiology and 
psychology, development of drugs 
and pharmaceuticals, biomedical 
research, as educators and trainers, 

in wildlife conservation, and the 
protection of the environment and 
biodiversity.

As of December 2010, there are 156 
veterinarians working for FAO. Of 
these, there are 14 in North Africa 
and the Middle East, 56 in Europe, 
9 in Central Asia, 30 in East Asia 
and the Pacific, 11 in Latin America, 
and 36 in sub-Saharan Africa. It 
is evident that the work of FAO 
veterinary professionals reaches all 
corners of the world.

Veterinarians working for FAO 
deal with infectious and parasitic 
diseases in domestic animals and 
wildlife, as well as with veterinary 
public health. Some are involved in 
health crisis management, others 
in epidemiological surveillance, 
early warning and prevention 
systems, diagnostic laboratories 

FAO veterinarians 
played preponderant 
roles in the fight 
against H5N1 Highly 
Pathogenic Avian 
Influenza (H5N1 HPAI) 
ever since it surfaced in 
Southeast Asia back in 
late 2003

“

A post harvest storage facility 
in Gulu. The facilities will 
enable farmers to store excess 
production and reduce post 
harvest losses
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and networks, socio-economic 
impacts and livelihood studies, 
policy analysis, environmental 
assessments, elucidation of 
livestock production systems and 
landscapes supporting disease 
spread and persistence, animal 
nutrition and feedstuffs, animal 
genetic resources management, 
and pathogen tracking and 
disease intelligence. In short, 
veterinarians are multifunctional 
professionals helping societies 
and its animals to stay healthy 
and productive.

This can be demonstrated through 
the multidimensional benefits of 
eradicating Rinderpest from the 
face of the earth; an achievement 
of FAO and partners under the 
Global Rinderpest Eradication 
Programme (GREP). Also, FAO 
veterinarians played preponderant 
roles in the fight against H5N1 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(H5N1 HPAI) ever since it surfaced 
in Southeast Asia back in late 
2003; and it is now an ongoing 
effort in a small number of 
countries.

In addition to these diseases, 
the Animal Production and 
Health Division (AGA) is also 
active in addressing African 
swine fever, Contagious Bovine 
Pleuropneumonia, Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease, Rift Valley Fever, Rabies, 
and African Trypanosomiasis, 
among others.

In sum, AGA - through its activities 
- assists ministries of agriculture, 
animal health agencies and 
veterinary units of member 
countries to improve the services 
delivered to a variety of livestock 
production systems. These animal 
health services help maintain 
healthy and productive animals 
that make important contributions 
to food production, income 
generation, job creation, economic 
growth, and poverty alleviation.

Eduardo Rojas-Briales, Assistant Director General of the FAO Forestry 
Department, participated in the launch of the International Year of 
Forests 2011 (Forests 2011) during the 9th Session of the UN Forum 
on Forests at UN Headquarters in New York, USA. ADG Rojas joined 
Nobel Prize winner Wangaari Maathai during a press conference, 
where he discussed FAO's contributions to Forests 2011 and 
encouraged people to take action to improve the state of forests 
during the Year. He also called attention to the first publication 
produced by the FAO Forestry Department in celebration of the Year: 
State of the World's Forests 2011.

What we need during the International Year of Forests is to 
emphasize the connection between people and forests, and the 
benefits that can accrue when forests are managed by local people 
in sustainable and innovative ways," said Eduardo Rojas, FAO's 
Assistant Director-General for Forestry.

An increased interest in social and environmental sustainability 
presents a unique challenge to the forest industry to innovate 
and restructure itself to be able to respond to the demands of the 
21st century and to change the generally poor perception of wood 
products by consumers, who often feel guilty about using wood as 
they think it is ethically unsound to cut down trees.

The FAO report stresses that on the contrary, the forest industry 
forms an important part of a "greener" economy and wood products 
have environmental attributes that would appeal to people. Wood 
and wood products, as natural materials, are made from renewable 
resources that store carbon and have high potential for recycling.

The forest industry is responding to numerous environmental and 
social concerns by improving sustainability of resource use, using 
more waste materials to make products, increasing energy efficiency 
and reducing emissions. For example, 37 percent of total forest 
production in 2010 came from recovered paper, wood waste and 
non-wood fibers, a figure that is likely to grow to up to 45 percent 
in 2030, with much of that growth from China and India.

Furthermore, most solid wood products, like sawn wood and 
plywood, are produced with relatively little energy use. This results 
in a low "carbon footprint" from their production and use, which is 
further enhanced by the fact that carbon is stored in wood products. 
Pulp and paper production is more energy intensive but is coming 
under increased pressure to reduce its energy intensity and carbon 
emissions by adopting improved technologies and emission trading.

Many governments believe that the forest industry has great 
potential in promoting a "greener economy" including through the 
use of bioenergy, wood promotion activities, and new wood based 
products and biomaterials and many developed countries have 
increased their support for the development of forest industries over 
the last few years.

International year of 
forests launched
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Julius Okello walks with a spring, seemingly ready to pounce on 
something. His friends say he is always in a hurry. It is perhaps 
from this disposition that he has managed to spring at what has 
eluded many others - earning good money from farming.

By any standards, this 45-year-old is well-to-do. He has a sh15m 
irrigation system at his disposal, a sh2.7m rice thresher, a sh2m 
modern rice storage facility, fabricated like the traditional granary 
and lots of other machinery that many farmers simply dream 
about.
Last season, he was paid sh15m for his grain harvest and he is 
looking at a similar or better harvest this season.

Okello has been a farmer for many years. Even at the peak of the 
war, he could sneak in and plant a few crops such as cassava, 
potatoes, maize.

“I have taken farming as my job. The war caused us big losses 
though,” says Okello, whose area was a prominent route for the 
rebels as they moved to and from the Teso region.

After the war, he again started practicing large scale farming on 
over 10 acres of land. On top of the rice, he has got acres of 
cassava, maize and ground nuts.
His farm in Acan pi Ocan, Agwata sub-county, Dokolo district is 
one of the largest you can find belonging to an individual farmer.

He is a member of a farmer field school that undertook 
production of rice with support from FAO. Okello though went a 
step further into rice seed production.

Now closed, the objective of the NERICA project was to increase 
rice production and incomes of the resource poor farmers, by 
promoting Nerica rice-based technologies.

Funded by the government of Japan, the two-year project was 
implemented in northern Uganda, in the districts of Apac, Lira, 
Dokolo, Gulu, Kitgum, Amuru and Pader

“I was paid sh15m when I harvested,” stresses Okello who sold 
five of the 6.9 tonnes he had, to FAO.

NERICA 
takes farmers to 
new heights in 
northern Uganda
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Okello’s efforts are helped 
by the irrigation system he 
received from the FAO.

“This system is one of the 
best things I have ever had in 
my life,” he says, as he tries 
to watch out for the sprinklers. 
The  system which costs 
USD7500 was given to Okello 
and his group so they could 
produce quality rice seeds.

Okello then used his personal 
savings to dig a 50 by 20 
water reservoir from which 
the pump gets the water. 
The water runs through the 
pipes and into the rotating 
sprinklers, several meters 
away.

“It can be effective on a land 
that is over an acre,” explains 
Joseph Egabu, a national 
agronomist at FAO’s Lira field 
office.

To help him in ploughing, 
Okello uses an ox-plough 
which according to Egabu, cost 
at least USD500.
“I need four days to effective 
plough an acre,” Okello says. 
With a hoe, the heavily-
muscled Okello used to spend 
a month working on about 
two acres.

Okello also has a help with 
the planting of rice. He uses 
an improvised machine called 
the jab planter which has a 
container that stores the seeds 
and an outlet that lets the 
seeds into the soils whenever 
the machine is opened.

With the main road from Lira 
to Soroti passing meters away 
from his vast farm field, Okello 
seems contented.
“My children are going in good 
schools, I also have enough 
food. What more do I want?” 
he asks.

“I was paid 
sh15m when 
I harvested,” 
stresses Okello 
who sold five of 
the 6.9 tonnes he 
had, to FAO.
Okello’s efforts 
are helped by the 
irrigation system 
he received from 
the FAO.
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A
t the centre of a devastating civil 
conflict from 1986 to 2006, Northern 
Uganda remains one of the poorest 
regions in the country, with 64% of 

its population unable to meet basic needs - 
twice as high as the national average. Over 
the years, an estimated 1.8 million people 
have suffered displacement as a result of war, 
pushing both men and women to the edge of 
chronic food insecurity.

Loss of life and assets, as well as declining 
livelihood opportunities, have exposed entire 
communities to a multitude of social injustices, 
including gender-based violence (GBV). Wife 
battering and defilement account for 55% of 
GBV in Uganda, but other common forms of 
abuse include rape, sexual exploitation, forced 
marriage and property grabbing.
Boys and men have also been the targets of 
violence, mainly in the form of coercion into 
military activities.

Studies carried out in the north of the country 
also point towards a strong correlation 
between food insecurity and incidences of 
violence. Unable to feed their families, men 
often turn to risky coping behaviours like 
alcohol or drug abuse, while women may 
resort to sex in exchange for food and other 
goods. Disagreements on how to manage 
limited household food supplies frequently 
escalate into violence as well.

In the northern District of Amuru, for instance, 
gender-based violence was observed to rise 
during the hunger gap from April to June, as 
well as the dry season from November to 

January, when families were most likely to 
experience food shortages or lacked access to 
fresh vegetables.

Rebuilding livelihoods
To tackle the underlying causes of gender-
based violence, FAO together with UNIFEM 
and UNFPA launched a network of Farmer Field 
and Life Schools (FFLS) in 2009. The project, 
funded by the Government of Norway, targets 
Uganda’s northern Districts of Amuru, Katakwi 
and Abim. By helping men and women to 
regain essential farming skills lost during the 
years of conflict, the schools aim to provide 
them with better livelihood options.

As part of the FFLS, groups of neighbouring 
farmers - both men and women - gather 
regularly to learn a variety of traditional 
and modern agricultural practices, such as: 
field preparation, sowing and transplanting, 
processing, storage and conservation 
of resources. Through guided classroom 
discussions, students are taught about 
healthy nutrition and HIV prevention, as well 
as encouraged to address issues of gender 
inequality and violence.

To date, 60 fully functional FFLS have been 
set up in the targeted districts, and 21 
facilitators have been trained to introduce 
gender-based violence in the FFLS activities, 
as one of various special topics affecting rural 
households. Problems of unequal access and 
control over resources are freely discussed to 
promote positive changes in attitude.
FFLS members are also able to access jointly 
owned mills, and can obtain investment loans 

Farm schools engage women 
and men in gender-based 
violence prevention
Following two decades of conflict, violence against women remains a challenge to recovery in Uganda. By 
providing key lifeskills, and knowledge in agricultural production and nutrition - FAO’s Farmer Field and Life 
Schools help address the root causes of gender-based violence.
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or credit to help pay for children’s education - thus 
reducing tensions at home.

Participatory methods are used to help them build 
entrepreneurial skills like record keeping, budgeting 
and opening of savings account. The farmer schools 
also help GBV victims to link up with medical service 
providers, counselors and local authorities.

Acen Helen, an FFLS member living in the district 
of Katakwi, experienced firsthand the advantages 
of GBV-prevention activities: “My husband had 
accumulated debts in the village and was in the habit 
of selling off items in the house, including food,” she 
says. “Whenever I asked, he would become violent 
and threaten to send me back to my parents since I 
came without any property.”
“Last year I borrowed money to pay off his debts and 
to purchase a pig, which recently littered 9 piglets. 
I could not imagine how this transformed the home 
– to see my husband willing to help take care of the 
pigs.”
The majority of female beneficiaries have also 

adopted backyard gardens to reduce expenditure 
on vegetables, and both men and women are 
encouraged to invest in alternative income-generating 
activities to increase self-reliance and food security.

Groundwork for future action
Through a number of related projects, FAO has been 
at the forefront of livelihood support interventions 
in Uganda. To date, it has built the capacities of 25 
local and international NGOs, as well as supported 
the establishment of over 2,000 FFLS in the north 
and north-east of the country.

Entrenched inequalities in the distribution of power, 
resources and responsibilities between men and 
women often create a spiral of poverty, GBV and 
food insecurity. By helping resettling communities 
to restore their livelihoods, FFLS have proven 
extremely effective in the prevention of violence. 
Their approach, which focuses on cohesion and 
a willingness among farmers to solve problems 
together, is crucial in building knowledge, self-esteem 
and the right skills to make positive decisions.

By helping resettling communities to restore their livelihoods, 
Farmer Field and Life Schools have proven extremely 
effective in prevention of violence FA
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“We strive for a world free of hunger 
and malnutrition, where food and 
agriculture contribute to improving the 
living standards of all, especially the 
poorest, in an economically, socially and 
environmentally sustainable manner”
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