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 The Food Agriculture Organization Assistant Representative, Mr Aleck Nkhoma;  

 Members of the Development Partners on Food Security;  

 Members of the Delegation from FAO Headquarters in Rome;  

 Senior Government Officials;  

 Members of the Press;  

 Distinguished Participants; 

 Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 

1.  I am very impressed with the presence of high level experts at this meeting. I am delighted to 
be here with you this morning and preside over the launching ceremony of a Climate Smart 
Agriculture Project. Before I go further, let me join the other speakers to welcome you all to this 
important function. I wish to extend my warm welcome to the Delegation from the FAO 
Headquarters in Rome, who are with us this morning. Your coming to this auspicious occasion is a 
clear testimony of the importance you personally and the institutions you represent attach to issues 
pertaining to agriculture and food security in Malawi. 
 
2.  Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, agriculture remains the most important 
sector for the social and economic development of Malawi. The sector contributes nearly 27.5% of 
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), employs almost 70% of the population and brings in over 47% of 
foreign earnings through exports. The performance of agricultural sector has a strong influence on 
the role of economic growth for the country. 
 
3. The role of the sector is well recognized in the Government’s Medium Term Strategy: the 
Malawi Growth and Development Strategy (MGDS), which emphasizes on national economic growth 
through productive sectors while maintaining and improving efficiency of spending on the social 
sectors. To achieve this strategy, the agriculture sector is the key pillar of growth because increases 
in agricultural productivity have been proven to result in substantial reduction in poverty. Agriculture 
and food security is therefore identified as not only one of the nine key priorities of the MGDS, but 
also among the five new priorities within priorities. 
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4. Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, sustaining increased agricultural production is currently 
threatened by many challenges that include high rate of land degradation, small landholdings, high 
poverty levels, climate change and use of low yielding crop varieties and animal breeds. Much of this 
land degradation is caused by soil erosion and depletion of plant nutrient. Estimates of soil loss that 
was done by the World Bank (1992) and was based on limited number of sample sites indicated an 
average loss of about 20 tons per hectare per year. You will agree with me that the magnitude of 
siltation observed in water bodies such as lakes and rivers indicates that the country is losing a lot of 
soil every year. 
 
5. In addition to the agricultural sector, soil erosion is negatively affecting hydro-electric power 
generation and increasing costs for drinking water treatments. A similar study under the Malawi 
Poverty and Environmental Initiative reveals that the country pays high price for unsustainable use of 
the natural resources. The largest costs are due to losses of agricultural productivity. Declining soil 
fertility is the major cause of low agricultural production amongst the smallholder farmers in the 
country. 
 
6. The problem of land degradation has made the country to prioritize Sustainable Land 
Management  in its development plans. The Malawi Growth and Development Strategy recognizes 
sustainable land productivity as a basis for overall economic development, in support of agricultural 
growth. The Ministry of Agriculture and the collaborating partners has developed a priority 
investment programme in the Agricultural Sector: the Agricultural Sector Wide Approach that 
identifies sustainable land and water management as one of its focus areas. 
 
7.  Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen , the global climate change has not spared Malawi and is 
affecting the livelihoods of many people.  The country has one rainy season per year with an average 
of 850mm of rainfall.  This amount of rainfall can be enough for a rain-fed agricultural production.  
However, the distribution and intensity of the rains is erratic, making Malawi prone to serious 
droughts and floods.  Recognizing the negative impacts that climate change has to national 
development, the Malawi government signed and ratified the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change in July, 1994.  This demonstrated the country’s solidarity with the international 
community in the fight against global warming and climate change.  In October 2001, Malawi 
government also signed the Kyoto Protocol committing herself to reducing greenhouse gases. 
 
8. The country, in collaboration with stakeholders and development partners, is implementing  
several activities on mitigation, adaptation, policy advocacy, capacity building and research on 
climate change.  In February 2008, the country launched a National Adaptation Programme of Action 
(NAMA) with five priority areas, namely: 

 Improved community resilience to climate change; 

 Improved agricultural production under erratic rains and changing climate conditions;  

 Restored forests in the upper and lower Shire catchments to reduce siltation; 

 Improved Malawi’s preparedness to cope with droughts and floods; and 

 Improved climate change monitoring to enhance Malawi’s early warning capability and 
decision making. 
 

9. Consequently, the government introduced climate change activities in the national budget 
and created a Department of Climate Change and Meteorological Services in the then Ministry of 
Natural Resources, Energy and Environment.  In June this year the  President, Her Excellency Mrs 
Joyce Banda, created the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Management. All these signify 
the importance that the nation attaches to climate change. 
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10. Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, today we are here to witness the launch of yet another 
initiative that the Government, with support from cooperating partners, plans to undertake. This is 
the Climate Smart Agriculture Project. The Climate Smart Agriculture is an agricultural system that 
sustainably increases productivity, resilience, and reduces greenhouse gases emission while 
enhancing the achievement of national food security and development goals. Meeting our national 
food security from the current degraded land and negative impacts of climate change with a fast 
growing population requires transformation of our agricultural production system. However, there 
are challenges that limit this transformation. Enabling farmers to make more climate-smart choices 
requires a better understanding of which agricultural practices are suitable in their areas. Planners of 
agricultural development will also require a better understanding and develop solutions of the 
constraints to farmer adoption of such practice. 
 
11. Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, my Ministry is aware of these challenges and is 
determined to support sustainable ways of enhancing agricultural productivity in the face of climate 
change and land degradation. The Ministry formulated the Agricultural Sector Wide Approach 
(ASWAP) in 2011, which also serves as the CAADP Investment Plan. This aims at increasing 
agricultural productivity and ensures that Malawi sustains itself as a hunger free nation, enabling 
people to access nutritious food and increase contribution of agro-processing to economic growth. 
The ASWAP incorporates the need for generation of technologies, institutional strengthening and 
capacity building as means of improving and sustaining agricultural production. I am well informed 
that these are some of the expected outputs of the Climate Smart Agriculture Project being launched 
today. 
 
12. I have also noted that the implementation of the Climate Smart Agriculture project, will 
promote Public and Private Partnership. I wish, therefore, to welcome the role to be played by our 
research institutions especially Bunda College of Agriculture and Government Research and other 
institutions. I appeal to all stakeholders in the agricultural sector to collaborate and utilize the 
outputs of this project to review and reform our national agriculture frameworks, strategies and 
policies to incorporate recent global developments. Let us also lake advantage of this project to 
enhance the capacity of our local farmers and communities to access both feasible Climate Smart 
Agriculture options and financing mechanisms relevant to their farming systems.  
 
13. Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, some of the climate smart agricultural practices are not 
new to Malawi. Use of drought tolerant crop varieties, conservation agriculture, agro-forestry, 
planting pits, use of manure, rain water harvesting, irrigation and soil conservation practices need to 
be intensified for sustainable agricultural production. Most of these practices can be integrated into 
a single farming system. This can provide multiple benefits that can improve livelihoods and incomes 
of the people. 
 
14. I am informed that the Climate Smart Agriculture Project will be implemented in three 
countries that include Malawi, Zambia and Vietnam. The project is for three years with a funding of 
5.3 million Euros for the three countries. I wish to sincerely thank the European Union for granting us 
the financial resources to implement this important project. You are most assured that the money 
will be used for its intended purposes. Let me also extend my sincere gratitude to the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization for choosing Malawi to be amongst the three countries for the 
project. Let me also congratulate the logistics and organising committee, who worked tirelessly in 
making arrangements for this meeting. 
 
15. Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, I now have the honour to declare the 
Climate Smart Agriculture Project for Malawi officially launched.  
 
I thank you for your attention. MAY GOD BLESS US ALL.  


