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Recommendations of the 41st General Session of the EuFMD 

 

Considering 

 

1. The enormous economic consequences of even single FMD outbreaks in FMD free countries;  

2. The extent and impact of the FMD incursions of South Asian lineages of FMDV into parts of 

the Middle -East and North Africa in 2014; 

3. The problems associated with insecurity in the Middle-East and parts of north Africa and the 

need for improving  virus intelligence on the strains circulating  immediately south of the 

Sahara, and for PCP progress to be encouraged in West and Central Africa; 

4. The need for contingency planning to include continuity of business planning with the 

involvement of stakeholders; 

5. The large number of sample that need to be tested in post-outbreak surveillance for FMD 

freedom and the delays that will follow if there is a shortage of validated diagnostic kits; 

6. The potential for spread of FMDV during a silent phase after introduction to a free country 

and the need to anticipate the number and extent of movements of infection within and 

between countries in this period; 

7. The pressures upon CP managers and the need for tools to assist them to better predict and 

communicate the scale and impact of FMD incursions; 

8. The demand for support to national training programmes to better equip national trainers in 

provision of courses to update and train their staff, and positive impact of the translation by 

the EC of the FEPc course into all official European languages; 

9. The interest of MS in exploring the potential of vaccination to live as policy in response to 

incursions and the technical, economic and material issues which remain where MS have 

requested guidance;  

10. The progress made to implement the West Eurasia Roadmap for FMD control and the need 

for benefit/cost assessments for further investments in FMD prevention and control; 

11. The high level of progress made in implementation of the EuFMD four-year Strategy Plan 

adopted at the 40th General Session of the EuFMD commission;  

12. The economic constraints affecting Member States and the advantages of working with other 

regions and countries which face similar challenges with FMD prevention and control; in 

addition to the benefits of mutual activities in training, research and development of greater 

capacity for emergency management;  

13. The role of the EuFMD in the development and continual refinement, with FAO and OIE, of 

the Progressive Control Pathway (PCP) for FMD, and the contribution of the PCP to the 

development of sustainable national FMD control strategies for FMD;  

14. The economic benefits, short and long term, of the development of new tools for FMD 

control and the vital importance of continuing with co-ordinated research programs on FMD 

in Europe; 

15. The encouraging progress of the research studies funded under the EuFMD-FAR fund, and 

the lack of other funding opportunities specific for FMD in Europe; 

16. The need to ensure European risk managers and experts are aware of progress made in other 

continents given the trend for FMD research studies to be funded and conducted outside of 

Europe, particularly in Asia; 
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17. The need for revision of the categories of contribution given the change in economic 

circumstances and livestock populations in member states of Europe over the past 20 years; 

18. The progress made under GF-TADS to put into place assessment processes for PCP stages 

and their successful application in Roadmap Meetings in West Eurasia and other regions;  

Acknowledges 

1. The support of the European Commission (DG-SANTE) for the work programme of the current 

four-year Strategic Plan and the excellent working arrangements that have resulted in efficient 

and timely emergency responses to situations arising in the European neighbourhood, and 

welcomes the indications of support for a new agreement on funding to be concluded in 2015. 

 

Recognizes 

1. Progress with the implementation of the current Strategic Plan and the understandings reached 

with the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) and with FAO on matters relating to the 

programme of the EuFMD in countries which are not members of the Commission, and in regard 

to EuFMD support of the GF-TADS Global FMD Control Strategy. 

Agrees 

1. Upon the updating of the Strategic Plan for 2013-17,  with the inclusion of the changes proposed 

in the paper presented to the 41st Session;  

2. Upon the potential of the network of European FMD reference centres to support capacity 

building and better surveillance for FMD by laboratories in Africa and Asia in coordination with 

existing FAO/OIE Laboratory Networks and agrees upon the need to encourage this network 

through the work programme for Pillar 3 of the new programme; 

3. The amendments to the Constitution of the EuFMD, following the proposal of Austria and the 

modifications to the proposal  circulated at the 41st Session, and  agreed by more than two thirds 

of the members;  

4. To amend the Commissions own Rules of Procedure, in the form of the final version after 

discussions as adopted; 

5. The work plan for the biennium should be based on the updated strategic plan, and include each 

of the components  proposed in the plan;  

6. The revision of the categories of countries for contributions as proposed in Item 9, and the 

adoption of the proposed Administrative budget [USD 606,977] for the Commission for the 

period to the end of 2017; 

7. Upon the need to update the joint FAO/EuFMD/OIE PCP-FMD Guidelines, PCP questionnaires and 

National Control Plans  and to work with FAO and OIE on this in the next biennium; 

8. The priorities for the Standing Technical Committee, to be supported through the allied 

components of the workplan,  to include in 2015-17 advice to the Executive Committee on:  

- bringing to the Executive a proposal of how an EuFMD diagnostic bank might be set up 

and administered; 

- Exploring in further detail the issues surrounding emergency vaccination to live, including 

identification of constraints to adopting this policy; 
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- Conducting a vaccination-to-live simulation exercise to gain a better understanding of 

the pinch points for implementation; 

- Continuing support to animal movement and disease spread modelling, with the outputs 

to inform contingency planning activities; 

- Exploring the integration of business continuity planning into national and continental 

contingency planning; 

- Continue support for further development of the FMD Impact Calculator and tools to 

assist in vaccine evaluation. 

9. The list of four experts for the Standing Technical Committee and the thirteen experts for the 

Special Committee for Research and Programme Development, as well as the experts from the 

three FAO /OIE FMD reference laboratories in Europe (Pirbright, IZSLER and CODA).  

Recommends 

1. An FMD vaccination network be formed and supported under the EuFMD workplan for 2015-17   

2. That the Executive Committee review the benefits to the Commission of further updating to the 

Constitution including the benefits and conditions for additional membership; 

3. That the Executive Committee take steps to raise the income to the administrative fund, 

including active discussions with potential member states with the aim of achieving new MS 

before the end of 2016; 

4. Further discussions between the FAO and OIE on how to ensure global efforts on FMD control 

and PPR control and eradication are complementary, synergistic, and efficient, and ensure the 

role of the training materials and expertise developed by the EuFMD can best assist FAO and OIE 

in this area;   

5. MS be aware of the risks of spread of other exotic and (re)emerging viruses within the European 

neighbourhood including Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD), and the need for surveillance sufficient for 

early detection of FMD and other diseases at the interface of Europe with its neighbours and in 

continental animal transport networks; 

6. The Executive Committee and Secretariat make every effort to find ways to increase the funding 

for research on FMD, exploring the possibility for national or other agencies to jointly fund 

research via the EuFMD-FAR fund or through other means;  

7. That member states be given the option of a payment of higher contribution category for a 

biennium, and can state in so doing if they wish the additional contribution to cover training 

services under the training credit system, for their national needs or if desired to be in the form 

of credits donated to other states; 

8. Further review by the Executive Committee of the payment categories particularly of the step 

between Categories 1 and 2. 

Calls upon 

1. FAO, OIE and countries in the West Eurasia and Middle-East and North Africa Roadmap advisory 

groups or similar systems, to ensure that every effort is given to the successful continuation of 

the Roadmaps and that progress towards their vision of regions free of clinical FMD by 2020.  


