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Introduction  
The Special Committee for Research and Programme Development (SCRPD) was established 
following a recommendation of the 40th General Session of the EuFMD (Rome, 2013). The functions of 
the SCRPD are to provide:  
1. Scientific and technical assessment of regular reports, specific evaluations of programmes or 
projects that are funded or supported by the Commission;  
2. Scientific and technical assessment of proposals for research put forward for funding or support by 
the Commission;  
3. Specific guidance relating to their expertise and the needs of the EuFMD programme, considering 
scientific and technical issues suggested by the Executive, Standing Committee or others.  
 
After the first Official Session of SCRPD held in Frascati in November 2013, a second Session has been 
organized in Cavtat on the 28 October 2014, before the EuFMD Open Session (29-31 Oct 2014). The 
quorum of the Committee (14 experts out of 18) attended the Session and list of the Members 
present is included in Appendix 1.  

Summary  
A Session of the EuFMD Special Committee for Research and Program Development (SCRPD) was 
held in Cavtat, Croatia, on the 28 October 2014.  
 
The Session was organized in order to gain technical and scientific review and guidance from the 
Committee upon the following subjects 

- EuFMD workplan with regards to results and upcoming activities; 
- Biosafe transport of viral RNA with regards to data required to demonstrate evidence of risk 

reduction to acceptable level;  
- Activities and partnership of European laboratories for global surveillance; 
- Progress with non-invasive sampling methods and possibility for field application;  
- Global FMD control monitoring group and progress with the Post Vaccination Monitoring 

(PVM) Guidelines;  
- Contingency planning and emergency vaccination in terms of possible support for 

contingency planners and simulation exercise managers; 
- Post vaccination surveillance in normally free countries; 
- Draft Global Foot and Mouth Disease Research Alliance Report on State of Global FMD 

Research; 
 
The Agenda is shown in Appendix 2.  
 
The progress of the EuFMD workplan 2013-2015 was presented to the participants, with a focus 
upon the changes made following the SCRPD recommendations in 2013.  
Given the importance of developments relating to the new Chapter on Foot and Mouth Disease 
(FMD) in the OIE Manual of Standards, a specific first Item on the Agenda was the review of the 
implications of the guidance paper on post-vaccination serosurveillance where FMD vaccination to 
live is applied in normally free countries.  The progress of the work to develop non-invasive sampling 
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of wild boars for the detection of FMDV was also discussed in plenary before review by working 
groups (WG).  
 
Participants discussed the following relevant topics in working groups (WG) before a review in 
plenary of the WG conclusions and recommendations. 
 

a) Laboratory group 
i. Biosafe transport of viral RNA; 
ii. European labs for global surveillance; 

b) Wildlife group 
i. Progress with non-invasive sampling methods and possible field application; 

c) Global FMD control monitoring group 
i. Review the workplan for Comp. 3.1 and Comp 3.2; 
ii. Progress with PVM guidelines and needs for assistance from EuFMD; 

d) Contingency planning – emergency vaccination 
i. Surveillance after emergency vaccination; 
ii. Support for contingency planners and simulation exercise managers. 

 
The conclusions and recommendations of the WG after discussion in plenary form are included in the 
main recommendations of the Session. These recommendations are addressed to the Secretariat (for 
action in the program), the EuFMD Standing Technical Committee (represented by Professor 
Willeberg at the Session), or the Executive Committee and Member States (the recommendations 
usually presented to them by the Chair of the STC).  The recommendations at the Session included 
priorities for use of the Fund for Applied Research (FAR) in the 3rd call, and specific actions indicated 
below.  
 
The draft GFRA global report was distributed to participants for proper revision. A small working 
group (Stephan Zientara, Jean Francois Valarcher, Kate Sharpe, Michel Bellaiche) was established to 
review the document.  

Recommendations  
 
EuFMD workplan 
1. The Secretariat should update regularly the Committee on the advancement of the workplan and 

the outcomes of the Executive Committee meetings. This could be done through providing the 
six-monthly reports to the Executive Committee and the more frequent updates on changes in 
component management (Action: EuFMD Secretariat/Communications Officer) 
 

Laboratory – biosafe transport of RNA  
2.  The work of Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut (FLI), with respect to incomplete inactivation in several 

RNA extraction lysis buffer should be shared and evaluated and additional heating or acidification 
steps should be investigated both in terms of safety and downstream processing (Action: Bernd 
Haas). 
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3. Different experiences with respect to isolating live FMDV from LFD strips (direct recovery of live 
virus) should be shared and methods compared and additional treatments to guarantee safety 
should be shared and evaluated. (Action: EuFMD Secretariat/Kees Van Maanen). 

4. Latest draft of the Minimum Biorisk Management (MBRM) standards should be shared within the 
laboratory sub-group and, if all agree, this version will be submitted to the next General Session. 
(Action: Bernd Haas/ EuFMD Secretariat). A general session of the Biorisk management Group 
may be needed to agree upon changes to be proposed for adoption in April 2015. (Action: 
EuFMD Secretariat). 

5. Training on the standards referred to the packaging and transportation of samples that may 
contain FMDV (UN2900/3373 standards) in endemic/non endemic countries should be 
developed (EuFMD Secretariat/Component 3.3 on Global Surveillance, Kees van Maanen). 

6. The laboratory working group shall compare the costs of international shipments under UN2900 
and UN3373 conditions taking into account the weight of the package and the addition of dry ice 
(Action:  SCRPD laboratory group/Kees Van Maanen-Donald King). 
 

Wildlife – non-invasive sampling methods  
7. Proof of principle has been established that the pSwabs and cotton bud/maize cobs systems can 

be used with similar sensitivity for detection of FMDV infection in domestic pigs. Further studies 
are needed on the following: 
- Optimization of harvesting fluid from swabs and preservation of viral RNA from degradation 

after collection; 
- Antibody detection in saliva samples obtained by pSwab or cotton swabs to increase the 

duration of the diagnostic window (to include recovered animals); 
Field studies should be implemented for the possible optimization of this method and associated 
diagnostic tests. (Action:  FLI/EuFMD Secretariat). 

 
Support to global progress reduced risk (Comp. 3.1)  
8. To finalize the template for the GF-TADS FMD Global Report as soon as possible and to ensure 

that, in coherence with the Global Strategy Framework, the Progressive Control Pathway (PCP) 
status for countries in the different regional roadmaps is shown in the EuFMD Monthly Global 
Surveillance Report, and use the Monthly reports to update periodically (3 months) the progress 
of regional roadmaps and associated PCP related developments (Action: FAO FMD working 
group – EuFMD Secretariat/Maria Teresa Scicluna). 

 
Progress with PVM guidelines and support/assistance needed from EuFMD 
9. That EuFMD should support testing the feasibility of application of the PVM guidelines through a 

workshop for selected countries which have differ in vaccination strategies and PCP Stage 
(Action: EuFMD Secretariat, with GF-TADS FMD WG). 

 
Surveillance after emergency vaccination 
10. A workshop for veterinary services (VS) should be organized to work through the application of 

the proposed new guidance on post-vaccination surveillance after emergency vaccination, since 
these may significantly affect, in a positive way, the outcome of vaccination to live at industry 
and veterinary service levels and in terms of reducing the waiting period to regain free status. 
The best timing would be 2015 before/after summer and the format of the workshop will 

Closed session special committee for research and program development, Cavtat -Croatia  4 
 



depend on whether the guidance is adopted in current form into the new OIE FMD chapter. It is 
recommended to have the resource planning tool / economic impact calculator (as indicated 
below) available for use in the workshop. (Action: EuFMD Secretariat/Training Programme). 

 
Resource planning tools for simulation exercises and contingency planning 
11. The development of a ”resource planning tool/economic impact calculator” for generic use by VS 

of EuFMD Member States was considered useful and technically feasible and initial prototypes 
for evaluation could adapt spreadsheets such as used in the UK. Given the number of options, a 
specific call for proposals under the Research Fund is one option to identify interested parties 
and value for money options. The spreadsheet used in the UK should be considered and made 
available.  (Action: EuFMD Secretariat/Melissa McLaws/Modelling group). 

12. To develop a glossary of standard terms used to describe the different types of simulation 
exercises and drills used in validating contingency plans (Action: EuFMD Secretariat). 

13. To evaluate the checklist developed and used by DG-SANCO/FVO to assess contingency plans.  
The experience and activity already developed on this topic by Dr. Westegard should be 
considered. (Action: EuFMD Secretariat). 
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Plenary session and working groups 

1. The EuFMD workplan 2013 - 2015 

The EuFMD workplan was presented with particular attention to results reached and activities 
planned for the upcoming months, included in the three pillars.  
 

Pillar Component Description Objective

Comp. 1.1 Training

Comp. 1.2 Contingency plan and decision support tools

Comp. 1.3
Early warning surveillance in the Thrace region of Bulgaria, 
Greece, Turkey

To establish in Thrace region of a system which provides continuous 
confidence in disease freedom and which improves the chances of 
detecting an out break at an early stage

Comp. 1.4 Contingency planning in the Balkans
To support the development of FMD emergency capacity in the 
Balkan region

Comp. 1.5 EuFMD fund for applied research 
To provide guidance of EC institutioons involved in decisions on 
research funding. Support to research project endorsed by EuFMD STC 
as being a benefit of the EuFMD activities

Comp. 1.6 Crisis management
To provide advice, technical support and assistance to EuFMD MSs and 
countries in the European neighbourhood in the event of FMD 
outbreak

Comp. 1.7 Proficiency test services

To provide services of Proficiency Tests to Non-Eu members of the 
EuFMD to anable them to participate to the same extent as the NRLs 
of the Eu28 members under the scheme implemented through the 
EURL

Comp 2.1 South East Europe- Turkey, Georgia and neighbours
To reduce the impact of FMD in Turkey and Georgia and to the risk 
posed by FMD in the region to EuFMD MSs

Comp 2.2 South East Mediterranean - Israel and Cyprus
To improve FMD management in the neighborhood of Cyprus and 
Israel to support progressive control of FMD

Comp 2.3 Remesa Assist national FMD risk management as part of the REMESA workplan 

Comp 3.1 Global progress reduced risk Support global progress monitoring of FMD control programmes

Comp 3.2 Global progress monitoring of FMD control programmes
International capacity for the application of the EuFMD/FAO/OIE 
Progressive Control Pathway (PCP-FMD) enhanced through 
development of tools, guidelines and knowledge transfer

Comp 3.3 Global laboratory network
Support FAO/OIE global FMD laboratory network as part of the FMD 
control strategy

Pillar I

Pillar II

Pillar III

To improve the ability of MSs and Europe as a whole to respond to a 
FMD incursion through developing a cadre of Eu experts in FMD crisis 
management ans improving the use od decision making tools by 
managers in contingency planning ans outbreaks response

EuFMD workplan 2013 - 2015

 
 
The Committee congratulated the EuFMD team on the activities implemented and for setting up a 
comprehensive plan with well co-ordinated actions which will strengthen the FMD control in the 
region and contribute to the world-wide effort. The Committee recommended reporting regularly 
the status and outcomes of the programme (with particular reference to component 1.5 -research 
projects) and the outcomes of the Executive Committee meetings to the SCRPD.  

2. The use of serosurveys following emergency vaccination, to recover the status of "FMD 
free where vaccination is not practiced" 

Kris de Clercq (KdC), on behalf of the co-authors (David Paton, Lead author, Kris de Clercq, Aldo 
Dekker, Alf Füssel) presented the paper written to review the technical issues associated with 
surveillance for FMD freedom in countries applying emergency vaccination policies. The paper 
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addresses several major concerns of FMD free countries relating to the status of zones, countries and 
herds after vaccination is applied, and considers the current OIE and Council Directive (EU 2003 
Directive) requirements and their current technical justification, and potential for change to reduce 
the negative consequences of vaccination.  

3. Non-invasive sampling of wild boar for the detection of FMDV 

Bernd Haas presented results of the study commissioned by EuFMD in 2014 to optimize the PCR and 
test non-invasive sampling methods for early detection of foot-and-mouth disease virus infection in 
pigs (with potential application to wild boar), using a rope-in-a-bait sampling technique compared to 
the maize cob/cotton bud system (EuFMD, developed by Tsviatko Alexandrov). To assess the general 
suitability of this novel sampling technique, an animal experiment was conducted to detect FMD viral 
genome in saliva of infected wild boars. Two juvenile animals were inoculated with a recent wild 
boar FMD virus isolate and kept with three non-inoculated wild boar of the same age. Over a period 
of 29 days, the animals were sampled by using five pSWABs per day in addition to the collection of 
blood and conventional saliva swabs taken every three to four days. Viral RNA in pSWABs was 
identified already 24 hrs after infection during the incubation period and until 23 dpi. These 
experimental data demonstrate the suitability of non-invasive sampling of wild boar by using 
pSWABs as sensitive, cheap and feasible sample collection techniques independent of hunting 
activities.  
A second experiment with domestic pigs was conducted using both pSWABS and Q-tips in Maize. 
These pigs had to be euthanized a few days after infection. Therefore it was only possible to compare 
the Ct values of both systems for about a week. The pSWABS were often chewed by several animals 
and had more consistent Ct values compared to the Q-tips. The effect of different storage conditions 
was also tested. FMDV RNA was detected in all samples after storage for a week at 40C. Storage at 
200C and in particular, at 37 0C led to a quick degradation of the RNA. Practically, this means that 
unless conditions on the ground are close to 4OC, setting the baits in the afternoon for collection the 
next morning is advisable.  

4. Working groups 
 
Members of SCRPD were divided into working groups as reported hereunder. 
 
Group A+B: Laboratory group – Wildlife group  
Members of the group: Donald King, Stephane Zientara, Tsviatko Alexandrov, Naci Bulut, Labib 
Bakkali Kassimi, Kees Van Maanen and Bernd Haas 
 

a) Biosafe transport of viral RNA 
The history of the MBRM standards was explained by Bernd Haas and it was proposed to include the 
drafted revised version, now covering also the Tier A and B laboratories of endemic countries, in the 
agenda of the General Session in April 2015 after it has been accepted by the working group. The 
latest version of the draft will be circulated within the working group. 
 
Whenever samples which may contain infectious FMDV are shipped, biosecurity is of utmost 
importance. All materials should be packed according to UN2900/3373 standards.  
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A discussion of the safety issues for transportation of different kinds of FMDV specimens was held. 
Diagnostic specimens (category B) must be sent as UN3373 and packaged according to PI650 
requirements. However, specimens derived from passages in cells or animals (category A, usually 
sent from high containment to high containment) must be sent as UN2900 and packaged according 
to PI620 requirements. The cost increase due to using PI620 packing materials compared to PI650 
material is limited and the use of PI620 material (more robust, certified) is advisable also for UN3373 
shipments of FMDV specimens. However, sending specimens as UN2900 shipment implies 
significantly higher costs and regulatory requirements (e.g. trained and certified staff and a 
Œshipper´s declaration for dangerous goods¹). Shipping of typical diagnostic specimens to WRLFMD 
at Pirbright Institute, United Kingdom follows the rules for UN2900 and guidance can be provided 
from the WRLFMD about packaging and shipping samples to the UK (use email address: 
incoming.samples@pirbright.ac.uk). 
 
In respect to sending RNA derived from FMDV, the following considerations apply: There are 
procedures which inactivate FMDV infectivity to the extent that an accidental infection, e.g. due to a 
leakage, is impossible. Theoretically, this would eliminate the necessity to send specimens as UN3373 
or UN2900. However, most RNA extraction lysis buffers (see comments below) do not completely 
inactivate viral infectivity and using FTA cards does not eliminate the risk of contaminated internal 
surfaces. Further studies and modifications of the procedures will be necessary before international 
shipment of suspect FMDV specimens in the form of RNA not meeting UN3373 or UN2900 
requirements can be considered safe. However, already now sending specimens in the form of RNA 
samples eliminates the requirement for using dry ice and thus reduces costs. For shipment to the 
United Kingdom (WRLFMD), inactivated samples and RNA can usually be shipped using UN3373.  
 
It was proposed to compare the costs of international shipments under UN2900 and UN3373 
conditions taking into account the weight of the package and the addition of dry ice. 

Inactivation of FMD virus using lysis buffers  
The results of safety experiments undertaken by the Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut (FLI), show that 
infectious FMD virus can be recovered from RNA extraction lysis buffers (containing guanidinium) 
and it should be combined with heating steps to make it innocuous. These findings may have 
implications for work in BSL2 labs and for transport.  
 
Recovery of FMD virus from Lateral-flow devices (Svanova FMDV antigen tests) 
Different studies conducted by Labib Bakkali Kassimi (at ANSES) show that the virus can be isolated 
from LFDs, while same type of study run at Pirbright (recent work published in PLoS ONE) did not 
reach the same outcome.  
 
Bernd Haas will circulate some comments on the biorisk issues for the transportation of RNA and 
Kees VanMaanen will share the FTA paper with the members of the working group. 
 
Naci Bulut is involved with networking West Eurasian FMD labs. Sample transport issues remain a 
huge obstacle to the use of the more advanced labs in the region.  
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Recommendations: 
The work of the Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut (FLI), with respect to incomplete inactivation in several 
RNA extraction lysis buffers should be shared and evaluated. Additional steps may be required and 
validation of the inactivation and impact on subsequent analysis is necessary. 
Different experiences with respect to isolating live FMDV from LFD strips (direct recovery of live 
virus) should be shared and methods compared and additional treatments to guarantee safety 
should be shared and evaluated. A paper summarizing these results and providing guidance on the 
requirements for the shipment of different kinds of FMDV specimens is needed by April 2015.  
The latest draft of the MBRM standards should be shared within the laboratory sub-group and, if all 
agree, this version will be submitted to the next General Session. Training materials on the packaging 
and transportation of samples that may contain FMDV including the regulations for UN2900 and 
UN3373 shipments in endemic/non endemic countries should be developed.  
The EUFMD bio-risk working group shall consider the diagnostic, safety and economic aspects of 
sending FMDV specimens in the form of RNA, taking into account the reduced weight of the 
shipment and the omission of dry ice. 

 

European labs for global surveillance 
In the past year, since Frascati 2014, several labs have been active in international support for 
surveillance with African and Asian partners. Development of capacity in the regional support labs 
(RSLs) in Pools 3, 4 and 5 is part of the EuFMD Workplan 3.3 and, since funding is limited and the 
investment in time and effort with individual labs is high, the advantages of several European labs 
assisting through their specific twinning support to partners are obvious. The framework for 
additional funding opportunities has been discussed together with pipeline/possible twinning 
developments: CODA-CERVA – Nigeria, WRL – Ethiopia, FLI/CVI – Israel.  
 
Stephan Zientara proposed the development of OFFNET FMD, to carry this forward with an agreed 
structure, which will be discussed further in Brescia. Stephan will share his concept note with the 
working group. 
 
Development of training options should be considered: the annual WRL Pirbright training course is 
one although for 2015 it may be rescheduled due to movement of the lab in new facilities; e-learning 
and involvement of other European partners could assist. 
 

b) Wildlife. Non-invasive sampling methods 
The main discussion and recommendation was about progress of laboratory experiments for non-
invasive sampling (see point 3). Both systems developed worked well at four degrees, even at 20 
degrees, while 37 degrees is questionable. So feeding in the evening and collecting in the morning 
could work for collecting samples. A practical solution should be to ensure harvesting the fluid as 
soon as possible to stop the RNA degradation immediately after collection. 
The pSWAB system is considered ready for field evaluation. There are still doubts about the 
diagnostic window. Satya Parida should be involved regarding antibody testing in saliva samples. 
Testing of SP and NSP antibodies might be of big added value in non-invasive sampling.  
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Recommendations:  
Proof of principle has been established that the pSwabs and cotton bud/maize cobs systems can be 
used with similar sensitivity for detection of FMDV infection in domestic pigs. Further studies are 
needed on the following: 

- Optimization of harvesting fluid from swabs and preservation of viral RNA from degradation 
after collection; 

- Antibody detection in saliva samples obtained by pSwab or cotton swabs to increase the 
duration of the diagnostic window (to include recovered animals). 

Field studies should be implemented for the possible optimization of this method and associated 
diagnostic tests.  
 
Group C:  Support to global progress reduced risk (comp. 3.1) and Support to global progress 
monitoring of FMD control programmes (comp. 3.2) 
Members of the group: Giancarlo Ferrari and Jean Francois Valarcher. 
 

a) Component 3.1 of EuFMD workplan 
With regards to the targets of Component 3.1 of EuFMD workplan: To collate, analyse and 
disseminate relevant information on regional FMD control programmes worldwide; support for 
workshops to coordinate this process, the following observations and recommendations have been 
formulated 
 
Observations and recommendations: 
It is understood that, although discussion is ongoing, the template for the FMD Global Report has not 
been finalized yet. A proposal has been made by the EuFMD team that has been circulated within the 
FAO FMD unit, but yet not finalized. To the knowledge of this working group members, the above 
proposal is rather comprehensive and divided into different chapters addressing all main issues in 
relation to FMD activities worldwide. 
The working group has recommended finalization of the template as soon as possible and to ensure 
that, in coherence with the Global Strategy framework, PCP status for countries in the different 
regional roadmaps is shown in the EuFMD global report. Although the PCP status does not 
correspond to any official recognition, it was deemed essential that the outcomes of the regional 
roadmaps meetings are part of the global report (being the PCP-FMD the main tool for the 
component 1 the Global Strategy). 
 

a) Component 3.2 of EuFMD workplan 
With regards to the targets of Component 3.2 of EuFMD workplan: to enhance the international 
capacity for the application of the EuFMD/FAO/OIE PCP-FMD through development of tools, 
guidelines and knowledge transfer, the following observations and recommendations have been 
formulated. 
 
Observations and recommendations: 
In line with this component objective, support has been provided by the EuFMD team in enhancing 
capacity for the application of the PCP principles. Of note the joint initiative FAO/EuFMD carried out 
in Rome (FAO-HQ) on 7-8 July 2014 to train HQ based animal health officers and the more recent PCP 
training carried out in Kigali (Rwanda) from 15 to 17 October 2014 (the training was for FAO Animal 
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Health officers operating in decentralized offices in the Eastern Africa region). It is also acknowledged 
the participation of EuFMD team members to the Regional Roadmap for the NENA region held in 
Amman (Jordan) on early March 2014, the 5th West Eurasia roadmap meeting held in Astana 
(Kazakhstan) late April 2014 and the 2nd Regional Roadmap meeting held in Kigali (Rwanda) from 20 
to 22 October 2014. 
No specific recommendation has been made. 
 
Note on the PVM document. 
The Team Leader of the working group was tasked in the past to work on the PVM guidelines after 
the first round of collation made by Kees Van Maanen following the meeting held in Rome in June 
2013. The final version of the document was worked out jointly by Giancarlo Ferrari and David Paton 
and will soon be ready for wider circulation. 
 
 
Recommendation 
The EuFMD should support testing the feasibility of application of the PVM guidelines through a 
workshop for selected countries which have differ in vaccination strategies and PCP Stage 
 
Group D: Contingency planning - Emergency vaccination 
Members of the group: Michel Bellaiche, Ron Bergevoet, Kris De Clercq, Aldo Dekker, Sten 
Mortensen and Kate Sharpe 
 

a) Surveillance after emergency vaccination 
A workshop should be organized, perhaps following the model of those organized in Tervuren, in 
order to examine the effect of applying the new guidance in the paper of Paton et al (which may be 
adopted largely in the changes to the new Chapter of the OIE Code). The guidance has several 
significant implications that could reduce negative consequences of vaccination and bring forward 
regaining FMD free status (with/without vaccination) according to the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health 
Code. The workshop would assist countries to understand how these changes could benefit them 
and which changes could affect uptake of emergency vaccination at national as well as livestock 
industry side. It would be best to wait until after the General Assembly of the OIE before finalising 
the workshop aims. The changes in the Code would affect the future Animal Health law chapters on 
FMD and the WS could assist to identify any issues that need more attention. The involvement in the 
workshop of decision makers, disease control managers and scientists, which was beneficial in the 
previous Tervuren workshop, participation of observers from industry and animal welfare groups, 
should be considered.  
Re-evaluation of the economic impact of vaccination may be needed since those studies were 
implemented under the current Directive/OIE Code. 
 
The practicalities on arranging emergency vaccination are also considered important and are planned 
to be covered in a future Training courses offered to the MSs within the current EuFMD workplan. 
 
Recommendation 
A workshop for veterinary services should be organized to work through the application of the 
proposed new guidance on post-vaccination surveillance after emergency vaccination, since these 
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may significantly affect, in a positive way, the outcome of vaccination to live at industry and 
veterinary service levels and in terms of reducing the waiting period to regain free status. The best 
timing would be 2015 before/after summer and the format of the workshop will depend on whether 
the guidance is adopted in current form into the new OIE FMD chapter. It is recommended to have 
the resource planning tool/economic impact calculator (as indicated below) available for use in the 
workshop. 
It should be discussed if the workshops can be proposed to EU/EuFMD member states within the list 
of trainings already proposed and included in the credit system 
 

b)  Support for contingency planners "the resource planning tool" 
Component 1.2 of the EuFMD workplan has three expected outcomes: 
a)  Build a Network of modellers and develop tools for modelling spread/impact of FMD; 
b) Develop tools for implementing/evaluating simulation exercises; 
c) Develop a networking of contingency planning managers in MSs. 
 
The discussion was focused on outcomes b) and c) since the developing of modelling tools was 
debated in a dedicated session of the Open Session during the following days. 
 
The Secretariat is already collecting documents on contingency planning, simulation exercises, 
desktop studies, real-time exercises, elements of contingency plans, legal basis, practical experience 
on culling and compensation and analysis on the gaps in Contingency plans identified in FVO audits.  
 
It should be essential to implement a glossary of terms used in such activities to have a common 
vocabulary between contingency planners. 
 
Within this activity, the group recommends to evaluate the EU checklist developed and used by FVO 
to assess contingency plans.  The experience and activity already developed on this topic by Dr. 
Westegard should be considered.  
 
Note: Taking into account that the traditional surveillance visits are not very effective in order to 
detect new outbreaks, more emphasis should be considered in the involvement of the farmers and 
free practitioners for reporting new cases and new tools (e.g. dedicated websites) should be 
considered to collect the information from the stakeholders during an epidemic. Training and 
contracts with free practitioners should also be considered to improve the passive surveillance in 
protection/surveillance zones. 
 
Conclusions and recommendations: 
The development of a “resource planning tool/economic impact calculator” for generic use by VS of 
EuFMD Member States was considered useful and technically feasible and initial prototypes for 
evaluation could adapt spreadsheets such as used in the UK. Given the number of options, a specific 
call for proposals under the Research Fund is one option to identify interested parties and value for 
money options. The spreadsheet used in the UK should be considered and made available.   
Other recommendations concern the development of a glossary of standard terms used to describe 
the different types of simulation exercises and drills used in validating contingency plans and the 
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evaluation of the checklist developed and used by DG-SANCO/FVO to assess contingency plans.  The 
experience and activity already developed on this topic by Dr. Westegard should be considered.  
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Appendix 1.  Participants 
 

Surname Name Company EMAIL COUNTRY

Special Committee on Research

ALEXANDROV Tsviatko Bulgarian Food Safety Agency tsv.alexandrov@yahoo.com BULGARIA

BAKKALI KASSIMI Labib ANSES - Animal Health Laboratory of Maisons-Alfort Labib.bakkali-kassimi@anses.fr FRANCE

BELLAICHE Michel Veterinary Services Michelb@moag.gov.il ISRAEL

BERGEVOET Ron LEI part of Wageningen UR ron.bergevoet@wur.nl THE NETHERLANDS

BULUT Abdulnaci Head of Diagnosis Department of FMD nacib@sap.gov.tr TURKEY

DE CLERCQ Kris Head of Unit Section Vesicular And Exotic Diseases 
department of Virology

krdec@coda-cerva.be BELGIUM

DEKKER Aldo Laboratory Vesicular Disease Central Institute for 
Animal Disease Control

Aldo.Dekker@wur.nl THE NETHERLANDS

KING Donald The Pirbright Institute donald.king@pirbright.ac.uk UNITED KINGDOM

FERRARI Giancarlo FAO Giancarlo.Ferrari@fao.org ITALY

HAAS Bernd Friedrich-Loeffler-Institute (FLI) bernd.haas@fli.bund.de GERMANY

MORTENSEN Sten The Danish Veterinary and Food Administration stm@fvst.dk DENMARK

SHARPE Kate APHA kate.sharpe1@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk UNITED KINGDOM

VALARCHER Jean Francois SVA jf.valarcher@sva.se SWEDEN

VAN MAANEN Kees EuFMD c.v.maanen@gddeventer.com THE NETHERLANDS

ZIENTARA Stephan Director of the Joint Research Unit between 
ANSES/INRA/ENVA

szientara@vet-alfort.fr FRANCE

Standing Technical Committee 

WILLEBERG Preben National Veterinary Institute, Technical University of 
Denmark

prwil@vet.dtu.dk DENMARK  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Closed session special committee for research and program development, Cavtat -Croatia  14 
 



Appendix 2.  Agenda 
 

09.00 Opening/welcome and purpose of the SCRPD Meeting  
 Overview of the EuFMD programme activities in 2014. 

Changes/follow-up since the SCRPD Meeting at Frascati 
Agree on Working Groups (and any additional subgroups to those 
below)   

 

Coffee Break 
 Working Groups   
 A- Laboratory Group  

a. Biosafe transport of viral RNA  
i. Data required to demonstrate evidence of risk 

reduction to acceptable level  
b. European labs for global surveillance  

i. Update from each lab on partnerships and activities 
ii. Development of training options    

 

Group A - leader 
B Haas ,  
 
 
Group B – leader D. 
King 

 B- Wildlife Group  
i. Update on progress since 1st SCRPD meeting in 

Frascati 
ii. Progress with non-invasive sampling methods and 

possible field application (Note: this needs data from 
the FLI work under contract to EuFMD) 

 

Group Leader  
T. Alexandrov 

 C- Global FMD control monitoring group  
i. Review the workplan for Component 3.1 

ii. Progress with the PVM Guidelines and any need for 
assistance or support from EuFMD  

 Group Leader  
G. Ferrari 

 D- Contingency planning – emergency vaccination 
i. Surveillance after emergency vaccination  

ii. Support for contingency planners and simulation 
exercise managers 

Group Leaders  
K.DeClercq-A.Dekker 
S. Mortensen 

Lunch 
 Reporting Back  

Break 
 Review of the Draft GFRA Report on State of Global FMD Research - 

SCRPD role  
 

 Open Session tasks and responsibilities  
16.00 Close  
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